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From: Bess of Hardwick (Hardwick Hall, Derbyshire);

To: Sir Robert Cecil;

Date: 6 October 1600

Summary: Bess (dowager countess of Shrewsbury) writes to Sir Robert Cecil concerning her
children'slands, which have recently been 'passed under the great seal by the earl of Shrewsbury
[Gilbert Talbot] in two of his servants names, most unconscionably and unnaturally'. She has
heard Cecil does not like the manner in which her son, William Cavendish, proceeds in the
matter, but asks Cecil to 'make the best construction' of him.
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People Associated with Letter 126: Bess of Har dwick

Born Elizabeth Hardwick (in ¢.1521/2, d. 13 February 1608), the woman known to posterity as
Bessof Hardwick married four timesduring her life, asaresult of which her name changed from
Hardwick to Barlow (or Barley), Cavendish, St Loe and then finally (when she was countess of
Shrewsbury and then dowager countess) Tabot. As one of the five children of John Hardwick
(1495-1528) of Hardwick, Derbyshire, and his first wife, Elizabeth (née Leake), Bess had
three sisters (Mary, Jane and Alice) and one brother (James). The Hardwicks were established
Derbyshire gentry who had inherited a modest manor house and ¢.400 acres in and around
Hardwick. But when John died in 1528, and their lands were seized by the crown, Bess faced
hardship. Bess's mother quickly remarried but her new husband, Ralph Leche of Chatsworth,
Derbyshire, brought little land or money to the marriage, and three more daughters were born
(Bess's half-sisters Elizabeth, Jane and Margaret). Little else is known of Bess's childhood
but, while still young, she was married for the first time, to Robert Barlow (or Barley) of
Barlow, Derbyshire, sometimein or before 1543. Barlow died in 1544 and Bessreceived asmall
inheritance. In 1547 she married the twice-widowed Sir William Cavendish, treasurer of the
king's chamber. Bess and Cavendish had eight children, six of whom survived: Frances (1548),
Henry (1550), William (1551, from whom the dukes of Devonshire are descended), Charles
(1553, from whom the dukes of Newcastle and Portland are descended), Elizabeth (1554) and
Mary (1556). Probably due to a mixture of affection and shared social ambition, Bess's second
marriage was happy and fortuitous. Shewas now movingin courtly circlesand experiencing (for
thefirst time) considerable wealth. In 1549 Cavendish and Bess bought the estate of Chatsworth,
which was held jointly in both their names and which he and then Bess, following Cavendish's
death in 1557, ambitiously rebuilt. Soon after her second husband's death, and sometime before
Elizabeth I'saccession (in 1558), Bessmarried Sir William St L oe, awealthy widower of ancient
noble pedigree. St Loe was captain of the guard to the young queen and in addition to further
improving Bess's finances, he also brought her into the queen's inner circle and she served
briefly as a gentlewoman of the queen's privy chamber (in 1559). The marriage seems to have
not been without affection; however, the two would have spent most of it apart - he serving
the queen in London and Bess mostly at Chatsworth. Upon St Loe's death (probably in 1565),
Bessinherited most of the estate. In 1567 Bess married for afinal time, to George Talbot, sixth
earl of Shrewsbury, one of the richest and most powerful men in England. To consolidate the
union of their fortunes, the couple had Bess's eldest son, Henry, marry Shrewsbury's daughter
(from his previous marriage), and Shrewsbury's eldest son, Gilbert (later the seventh earl),
marry Bess'sdaughter, Mary. Also around thistime, Shrewsbury was appointed to be the keeper
of Mary Queen of Scots (from 1568-84). At first, relations between Bess and the Catholic
Scottish queen seem to have been amicable; however, relations deteriorated all around asBess's
marriage to Shrewsbury broke down in the 1580s. An infamously nasty and highly public legal
battle over estates ensued and finally the courts resolved that Shrewsbury provide Bess with a
sizeableincomefrom 1587 onwards (Shrewsbury died in 1590). In 1582, Besstook charge of the
upbringing of her orphaned granddaughter, Arbella Stuart (1575-1615), claimant to the English
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and Scottish crowns. In 1587, Bess undertook her remarkable building works at Hardwick: the
house now known as Hardwick Old Hall was complete by 1591; next to it, the extraordinary
building now known as Hardwick New Hall was complete by 1599 and is one of the greatest
architectural ventures of Elizabethan England. It was at Hardwick that Bess spent most of the
remainder of her life, much of it devoted to caring for and managing Arbella, who cameto |oathe
her existence in Derbyshire and devised several bizarre plans for her escape (to Bess's great
distress). Bess also quarrelled with her eldest son, Henry, and disinherited both him and Arbella
in her will. She left most of her estate to her beloved and faithful son, William Cavendish, who
continued her great dynasty into the seventeenth century.
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People Associated with Letter 126: Sir Robert Cecil

Robert Cecil, first earl of Salisbury (1563-1612), leading administrator, politician and courtier,
wastheonly son of William Cecil, Lord Burghley. Like hisfather, he held anumber of important
positions, including secretary of state, lord high steward to Queen Anne of Denmark (King
James I'swife), lord treasurer and master of the wards.

Other letters associated with Sir Robert Cecil:

20 May 1595 (Recipient)(URL.: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=124)

2 June 1600 (Recipient)(URL : http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=125)

28 April 1601 (Recipient)(URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?etter=127)
[January] 1602/3 (Author)(URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?l etter=136)

18 January 1602/3 (Recipient)(URL.: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=139)
2 February 1602/3 (Recipient)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=130)
6 February 1602/3 (Recipient)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=131)
21 February 1602/3 (Author)(URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=133)
21 February 1602/3 (Recipient)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=132)
3 March 1602/3 (Recipient)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/l etter.jsp? etter=134)
13 April 1603 (Recipient)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/l etter.jsp? etter=140)
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Other lettersassociated with Hardwick Hall, Derbyshire
1 Dec [c.1564] (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=30)
20 Jan [¢.1565] (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=31)
[15747] (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=41)
3 Aug [1580s7] (destination) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.j sp? etter=205)
2 Aug 1584 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=150)
4 Aug 1584 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=119)
18 Feb [15917] (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=233)
21 Sep 1592 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?l etter=163)
11 Mar 1593 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=160)
19 Sep 1594 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=1)
20 May 1595 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=124)
27 Feb 1596 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=16)
11 Aug 1597 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=46)
28 Feb [15987] (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=187)
[c.1600] (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?etter=7)
2 Jun 1600 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=125)
28 Apr 1601 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=127)
21 Dec 1602 (destination) (URL.: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/l etter.jsp? etter=44)
9 Jan 1603 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=128)
18 Jan 1603 (origin) (URL.: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=139)
29 Jan 1603 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=129)
2 Feb 1603 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/l etter.jsp? etter=130)
6 Feb 1603 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/l etter.jsp? etter=131)
21 Feb 1603 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=132)
3 Mar 1603 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/l etter.jsp?l etter=134)
10 Mar 1603 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=135)
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18 Apr 1603 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=140)

31 Jan 1604 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp?etter=161)

12 May 1604 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp?l etter=63)
18 Jun 1604 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=45)
4 Jul 1604 (destination) (URL : http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=21)
16 Dec 1605 (origin) (URL.: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/l etter.jsp? etter=242)

15 Jan [1606] (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=180)

7 Mar 1606 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=49)
13 Feb 1607 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/l etter.jsp? etter=14)
25 May [1607] (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?l etter=3)
22 Jun 1607 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp?l etter=34)
27 Jun [1607] (destination) (URL.: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?etter=4)
30 Nov 1607 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?etter=179)

31 Dec 1607 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=35)
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Normalised view of Letter 126
To the Right honorabell Sir Robert Sicill Knight Principall Secretary to hir Majestie

6. October 1600 Countess of Shrewsbury to my Master/.

good master Secretary./ | must continue my ernest suit for your honorable fauor, yat such
Lands of my sonn Henry Cauendyshe, as were passed Lately vnder the great seale, by the Erle
of Shrouesbury in too of his saruants names, most unconscianably and vnnaturally; might be
reassured by them, to the right owners and possessors therof, according to iustice and equitie,
and according to hir majesties most gratiusintention, signified by proclamation for the quieting
of hir subiects possessions; and herein you shall bind both me and myne greatly unto you./ my
sonn William at his comming from London told me, yat you misliked in som parte his proceding
in thismatter; | besech you to make the best construction, | know he wold not wyllingly doe any
thing to your mislike, he hath bene alweys much bound to you, and hath relyed greatly on your
fauor. | pray you good master Secretary continue still your honorabell fauors towards him./ |
wyll not now further trobell you./ | pray god to graunt you Long and happy Lyfe with all honor
and contentment. from hardwyck this vjth of October./

your assuryd faythfull frend

EShrouesbury
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Diplomatic view of Letter 126
[Address Lesf]

Tothe R. honorabell S
Robert Sicill Knight
Principall Secretary

to hir Mal®
8

6. Octob:" 1600
Countess of Shrewsbury

tomy M."/.

[Letter Text]
[Letter Text: Notes|
X [Old foliation/item number, hand: archivist]
16 [Item number, hand: archivist]

good m" Secretary./ | must continue my ernest suit for your honorable

fauor, y' such Lands of my sonn Henry Cauendyshe, as were

passed Lately vnder the great seale, by the Erle of Shrouesbury

in too of his saruants names, most unconscianably and vnna==turally; might be reassured by
them, to the right owners and

possessors therof, according to iustice and equitie, and according

to hir ma."® most gratius intention, signified by proclamation
for the quieting of hir subiects possessions; and herein you
shall bind both me and myne greatly unto you./ my sonn
W.m at his comming from London told me, y' you misliked in
som parte his proceding in this matter; | besech you to make
the best construction, | know he wold not wyllingly doe any
thing to your mislike, he hath bene alweys much bound to
you, and hath relyed greatly on your fauor. | pray

you good m" Secretary continue still your honorabell

fauors towards him./ | wyll not now further trobell

you./ | pray god to graunt you Long and happy Lyfe
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w™ all honor and contentm' . from hardwyck this
vj™ of October./

your assuryd faythfull frend

EShrouesbury
8§

Version: 1.0
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