Bess ., Hardwick’s Letters

Letter ID: 078 (URL: http://www.bessofhar dwick.org/letter.jsp?letter =078)

From: George Talbot, sixth earl of Shrewsbury (Sheffield, Y orkshire);

To: Bess of Hardwick;

Date: 21 June 1580

Summary: George, sixth earl of Shrewsbury, writesto hiswife, Bess (countess of Shrewsbury),
in reply to aletter in which she has asked him to 'send up again', which he fears will not be
permitted by the queen (Elizabeth 1). He will send the wine she has requested and some of
the money. He also expresses his best wishes for 'the great belly’, i.e. Bess's pregnant daughter
Mary Talbot (née Cavendish), and suggests that they do Elizabeth (née Cavendish), countess of
Lennox, wrong by not having her at Chatsworth for her sister Mary's delivery.

Archive: Folger Shakespeare Library, Cavendish-Talbot MSS, X.d.428 (102)

Delivery status: to Bess, sent

L etter features: seal, red wax, embossed with a Talbot dog passant (for the earls of Shrewsbury,
aplay on the family name Talbot) surrounded by the motto of the Order of the Garter 'Honi soit
gui mal y pense' (‘Shame be to him who thinks evil of this) Ribbon/floss — no. Letter packet
- tuck and fold

Hands: George Talbot, sixth earl of Shrewsbury | archivist |

Version: 1.0
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www.bessof hardwick.org/background.jsp?d=171)
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People Associated with Letter 078: George Talbot, sixth earl of Shrewsbury

George Talbot, sixth earl of Shrewsbury (c.1522-90), was the eldest and only surviving son of
Francis Talbot, fifth earl of Shrewsbury (1500-60), and hisfirst wife, Mary (d.1538). In 1538,
at the age of sixteen, he took up the title of Lord Talbot, until he succeeded to the earldom
after his father's death twenty-two years later. In 1539 he married hisfirst wife, Gertrude (née
Manners; d.1566/7), with whom he had seven children: four daughters and three sons. Early on
he acquired anumber of honours stemming from hisfamily'swell-established prominencein the
north: knight bachelor (1547), member of the council of the north (1549), knight of the Garter
(1561), and lord lieutenant of Y orkshire, Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire (1565). Following the
death of hisfirst wife, hemarried Bess, then thewidow of William St Loe (¢.1520-657), in 1567.
At this point Shrewsbury was one of the wealthiest men in England, derived from his estates
and al so business adventuring in farming, shipping, coal-mining, glassworksand lead extraction
and production. Soon after his marriage to Bess, however, he was appointed keeper of Mary
Queen of Scots, acustodianship hewould hold from 1569-84. Shrewsbury prided himself on his
loyalty to Elizabeth I, but he soon found her reluctant to provide sufficient diet money to keep
Mary and her retinue. This, in addition to the monies needed for expensive building projects
(at Worksop and Chatsworth), and his eldest son Gilbert's debts led to serious financial anxiety
for Shrewsbury. Furthermore, he was forced to remain with Mary at all times and wastherefore
losing his place at court. As Shrewsbury's stresses grew and he became increasingly irascible,
his marriage with Bess broke down spectacularly amid quarrelling to do with family finances
and the allocation of estates. Scandal and mutual bad-mouthing soon became very public and
the queen herself intervened, eventually dictating that Shrewsbury pay Bess a regular income
(from 1587), while the two lived apart. Shrewsbury was an ill man for many years and suffered
with a severe rheumatic condition, what he referred to as'gout’, which contributed to histerrible
handwriting. He died in the company of his mistress, Elinor Bretton, at Sheffield Manor, on
18 November 1590, after being administered a mercury cure. His son Gilbert Talbot succeeded
him as the seventh earl of Shrewsbury.

Other letters associated with George Talbot, sixth earl of Shrewsbury:

28 June [15687] (Author)(URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?l etter=64)
[December 1568] (Author)(URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=65)

13 December [1568] (Author)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp?l etter=66)
[15697] (Author)(URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=67)

[1570s7] (Recipient)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=184)

[c. 1570] (Recipient)(URL.: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=9)

[1570] (Recipient)(URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?etter=178)

[1570s] (Author)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=203)

[c. 1570] (Author)(URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=68)
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4 November 1570 (Recipient)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp?l etter=226)
4 November 1570 (Recipient)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jspetter=171)
[c. 1571] (Author)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=70)

[c. 1571] (Author)(URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=69)

[15747] (Author)(URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=72)

[15747] (Author)(URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=71)

8 August 1574 (Author)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=73)

[c. 15757] (Author)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=76)

[c. 1575] (Author)(URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=75)

[1575-7] (Author)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp?l etter=245)

7 June 1575 (Author)(URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=74)

June 19 [c. 15757] (Author)(URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=77)

20 February 1575/6 (Recipient)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/l etter.jsp? etter=165)
19 November [15767] (Recipient)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=115)
[1577] (Recipient)(URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/|etter.jsp? etter=183)

[1577] (Recipient)(URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/l etter.jsp? etter=182)

18 May [15777] (Author)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=109)

4 June 1577 (Recipient)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp?l etter=221)

25 June 1577 (Recipient)(URL.: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?etter=172)

14 May 1578 (Author)(URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/|etter.jsp? etter=188)

[30 June 15787] (Recipient)(URL.: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp?l etter=83)

2 August 1578 (Author)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=197)

28 December 1578 (Author)(URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/l etter.jsp? etter=193)

13 February 1578/9 (Recipient)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/l etter.jsp? etter=166)
28 February 1578/9 (Recipient)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/l etter.jsp?l etter=174)
22 June 1579 (Author)(URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=189)

17 January 1579/80 (Author)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/l etter.jsp?l etter=190)
13 May 1580 (Author)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=194)

11 September 1580 (Author)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=154)
10 October 1580 (Author)(URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=79)

8 February 1581/2 (Author)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/l etter.jsp? etter=195)

4 August 1584 (Author)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=119)

26 August [1584] (Recipient)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=116)
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14 October [1585] (Recipient)(URL.: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=229)
23 October 1585 (Author)(URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?etter=117)

9 June 1586 (Recipient)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/l etter.jsp?l etter=176)

4 August 1586 (Recipient)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=202)
[April 1587] (Recipient)(URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=186)
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People Associated with Letter 078 Bess of Har dwick

Born Elizabeth Hardwick (in ¢.1521/2, d. 13 February 1608), the woman known to posterity as
Bessof Hardwick married four timesduring her life, asaresult of which her name changed from
Hardwick to Barlow (or Barley), Cavendish, St Loe and then finally (when she was countess of
Shrewsbury and then dowager countess) Tabot. As one of the five children of John Hardwick
(1495-1528) of Hardwick, Derbyshire, and his first wife, Elizabeth (née Leake), Bess had
three sisters (Mary, Jane and Alice) and one brother (James). The Hardwicks were established
Derbyshire gentry who had inherited a modest manor house and ¢.400 acres in and around
Hardwick. But when John died in 1528, and their lands were seized by the crown, Bess faced
hardship. Bess's mother quickly remarried but her new husband, Ralph Leche of Chatsworth,
Derbyshire, brought little land or money to the marriage, and three more daughters were born
(Bess's half-sisters Elizabeth, Jane and Margaret). Little else is known of Bess's childhood
but, while still young, she was married for the first time, to Robert Barlow (or Barley) of
Barlow, Derbyshire, sometimein or before 1543. Barlow died in 1544 and Bessreceived asmall
inheritance. In 1547 she married the twice-widowed Sir William Cavendish, treasurer of the
king's chamber. Bess and Cavendish had eight children, six of whom survived: Frances (1548),
Henry (1550), William (1551, from whom the dukes of Devonshire are descended), Charles
(1553, from whom the dukes of Newcastle and Portland are descended), Elizabeth (1554) and
Mary (1556). Probably due to a mixture of affection and shared social ambition, Bess's second
marriage was happy and fortuitous. Shewas now movingin courtly circlesand experiencing (for
thefirst time) considerable wealth. In 1549 Cavendish and Bess bought the estate of Chatsworth,
which was held jointly in both their names and which he and then Bess, following Cavendish's
death in 1557, ambitiously rebuilt. Soon after her second husband's death, and sometime before
Elizabeth I'saccession (in 1558), Bessmarried Sir William St L oe, awealthy widower of ancient
noble pedigree. St Loe was captain of the guard to the young queen and in addition to further
improving Bess's finances, he also brought her into the queen's inner circle and she served
briefly as a gentlewoman of the queen's privy chamber (in 1559). The marriage seems to have
not been without affection; however, the two would have spent most of it apart - he serving
the queen in London and Bess mostly at Chatsworth. Upon St Loe's death (probably in 1565),
Bessinherited most of the estate. In 1567 Bess married for afinal time, to George Talbot, sixth
earl of Shrewsbury, one of the richest and most powerful men in England. To consolidate the
union of their fortunes, the couple had Bess's eldest son, Henry, marry Shrewsbury's daughter
(from his previous marriage), and Shrewsbury's eldest son, Gilbert (later the seventh earl),
marry Bess'sdaughter, Mary. Also around thistime, Shrewsbury was appointed to be the keeper
of Mary Queen of Scots (from 1568-84). At first, relations between Bess and the Catholic
Scottish queen seem to have been amicable; however, relations deteriorated all around asBess's
marriage to Shrewsbury broke down in the 1580s. An infamously nasty and highly public legal
battle over estates ensued and finally the courts resolved that Shrewsbury provide Bess with a
sizeableincomefrom 1587 onwards (Shrewsbury died in 1590). In 1582, Besstook charge of the
upbringing of her orphaned granddaughter, Arbella Stuart (1575-1615), claimant to the English
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and Scottish crowns. In 1587, Bess undertook her remarkable building works at Hardwick: the
house now known as Hardwick Old Hall was complete by 1591; next to it, the extraordinary
building now known as Hardwick New Hall was complete by 1599 and is one of the greatest
architectural ventures of Elizabethan England. It was at Hardwick that Bess spent most of the
remainder of her life, much of it devoted to caring for and managing Arbella, who cameto |oathe
her existence in Derbyshire and devised several bizarre plans for her escape (to Bess's great
distress). Bess also quarrelled with her eldest son, Henry, and disinherited both him and Arbella
in her will. She left most of her estate to her beloved and faithful son, William Cavendish, who
continued her great dynasty into the seventeenth century.
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Other letters associated with Sheffield, Yorkshire
27 Aug 1567 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/l etter.jsp? etter=114)
3 May 1571 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=29)
8 Aug 1574 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/l etter.jsp? etter=73)
7 Jun 1575 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=74)
19 Jun [¢.15757] (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?l etter=77)
[Oct 15757] (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=218)
13 Oct 1575 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=217)
29 Mar 1576 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=103)
27 Jun [15767] (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=110)
18 May [15777] (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/l etter.jsp? etter=109)
1 Aug 1577 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=85)
17 Mar 1578 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/l etter.jsp?l etter=120)
14 May 1578 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/l etter.jsp?l etter=188)
29 Dec 1578 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=123)
17 Jan 1580 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=190)
13 May 1580 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=194)
31 Jan 1581 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp?l etter=228)
31 Jan 1581 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=227)
28 Nov 1581 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/l etter.jsp? etter=104)
28 Jan 1582 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=144)
28 Jan 1582 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=162)
8 Feb 1582 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=195)
6 May 1582 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=146)
6 May 1582 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=145)
10 Jun 1582 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=105)
24 Nov [15827] (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/l etter.jsp? etter=204)
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7 Feb 1583 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/l etter.jsp?l etter=148)
4 Aug 1584 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?etter=119)
23 Oct 1585 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/l etter.jsp?l etter=117)
19 Dec 1590 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp? etter=231)
14 Apr [16007] (origin) (URL: http://www.bessof hardwick.org/l etter.jsp? etter=2)

Page 9

Bess of Hardwick Letter's Letters: The Complete Correspondence ¢.1550-1608 © 2013 The University of Glasgow


http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=148
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=119
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=117
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=231
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=2

Bess o Hardwick’s Letters

Normalised view of Letter 078

To my wyfe the countes of Shrewsbury

My one swete hart | have Resevyd your |ettares wherein you wysche me to send vpp agen wych
I wyll doo but it semes hur majeste is so bent as hardly wyll it be graunted spesyally hur goinge
to buxtong/ were it Aperes you want new wyne & the old Remenes/ | wyll send herein Abylld
and to send you ij ponsyons of new wyne from wyngfeld because it is nerest & ferest way/ &
for the Cli fyfte wyll | send you this weke & the othar be sune as it cum/ & where you wold
haveijCli more At London | have gyven ordar to paye All | Reseve to my Lord montegull there
so as that | wold nott have you to mak Acount of it & be desevyd/ & if by possybell menes |
can have my money dew payd vnto me | wylbe gladd to helpe you butt otharwyes | have so my
oun to do withall this somare as| Am fene to trye my fryendes for money Amonges them you
beenge chefeste you have stoppyd my mowth for berenge of you any your want beenge so grete
& therefore in that mattar | can nott helpe you so many brekenge promes with me my love &
your frend commendes them to you & dothe | thanke god very well & | praye you commende
me to the gret belly god blesse her & you. & | drenke to vs as we doo to you & thisday | told
my lade lynoxe che Askenge me of hur goinge to chatsworth | told hur che shuld staye Awyle
because | douted of my cummynge so sone to chatsworth whereit semyd to greve hur che shuld
nott cum to the brengeng to bedd of hur cystar wych | Infere you doo hur wrong therein for it
were nott Amysse che shuldbe with hur now & grace Also. where so evar you mynd & wysche
they shall Remene lett me here Agen from you to morow at nyght herein As you lyke so wyll
| Sheffeld this xxj lune 1580/

Y our fethefull husband
G Shrewsbury

I wyll send you leves to mowe in/ | pray you tell gylbard | wold have him be of wedensday
At bakewell & marmyon with him where Roland darre wylle mete him About the ordar for the
treyd shotte
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Diplomatic view of Letter 078
[Address Leaf]

To my wyfe the countes of
Shrewsbury

[Letter Text]
[Letter Text: Notes)
X.d.428
(102) [I1tem number, hand: archivist]
61 [Old foliation/item number, hand: archivist]
121 [Old foliation/item number, hand: archivist]

My one swete hart | have Resevyd yo' |ettares wherein
you wysche me to send vpp agen wych | wyll doo but it semes

hur ma®is so bent as hardly wyll it be graunted spesyally
hur goinge to buxtons/ were it Aperes you want A"~ wyne

& the old Remenes | wyll send herein Abylld and to send you
ij ponsyons of new wyne from wyngfeld [ deletion]

[deletion] because it is nerest & ferest way/ & for the C' fyfte
wyll | send you this weke A& theothar besuneasitcuma ¢ \vhere you wold have i€ more

At London | have gyven ordar to paye Al REVen 1o my | montegull
there so as that | wold nott have you to mak Acount of it

& bedesevyd/ & if by possybell menes| can have

my money dew payd vnto me | wylbe gladd to helpe you

butt otharwyes | have so my oun to do w' all this somare

as| Am feneto trye my fryendes for money Amonges thema [deletion]
[deletion] AYOU PeENYen chefeste [deletion] Afrre you have stoppyd my mowth
for berenge of you any [deletion] yo' want beenge so grete

& therefore in that mattar | can nott helpe you so many

brekenge promes w' me butt my love & yo' frend

commendes them to you & dothe | thanke god very well

& | praye you commende me to the gret belly god blesse

her & you. & | pray-yeu drenke to vs as we doo to you

& thisday | told my lade lynoxe that che Askenge me of
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hur goinge to chatsworth | told hur che [deletion] shuld staye Awyle
because | douted of my cummynge so sone to chatsworth

where it semyd to greve hur che shuld nott cum to the brengeng

to bedd of hur cystar wych | Infere you doo hur wrong

therein for it were nott Amysse che shuldbe w' hur now

& grace Also. where so evar you mynd A& WYSSen they shall Remene
lett me here Agen from you to morow at nyght herein
Asyou lyke so wyll | Sheffeld this xxj lune 1580/

Yo' fethefull husband

G Shrewsbury
8§

| wyll send you leves to mowe
in/ | pray you tell gylbard | wold
have him be of wedensday At bakewell

& marmyon w' him where Roland darre wylle wt mete
him About the ordar for the treyd shotte
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