¢ ¢ Thefirft booke contayning the ; 00

yearesnextafter Chrut. -

7ex(3Hefe things before premifed
S bauing thus bitherta prepared p

M toay vito ouritoy, lt vsnowe
7, (hythe grace and ipeede of Chifk
\‘ our L03d) entcrinto the matters
1p ag we baue bevetofore fet foreh

/ 7 agenetall vefcriptiothe whole
SFe) Unherrs fateas el of the punutive ag of
S e OB he latter times of this Thurch of
Bomeslo now coniequently to difcourle i particular {oe
rhe Actes and doings sfeucry age,by itfelfe, anfich opder

1. agis afoge paefiped, L

Fielt, to declave of the fusfering time of the Thurdy,

which conceincth about thetine of thice huswweth peares

2. atter Chilt, A R .

: Secondly, the fiozifhing e arotwing time ofthe fame ¢

conteyning sther soo,peares, -

¥ Thirdlp the declining tine of the Thurch,andof true
4 Religion,othersoopearves, - o o
"o Frourthip,of the time of Antichyil, raigning: ¢ raging
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Futhe tractation of all which things ouv chicfe pur=.
pofeaud indeun falbe(foncaveas the L.od will giuc vs
grace) nnt fomuch to intevmcdic wuth suttoard affaives
of Putices, oy maiters u’uitt)gtpccpt fomtiane oz example
ofie)as Ipeciatly minding (bythe helpe ofthe Lowbe ) to
profecute fuch thinges, which to the Ecclefiafticall ftateof
the Churchave apyertaining: as firk to entreat of the fa=
blithing of Ciithan faith, thenof the perfecutions of ty=
vauis, the conftatey and patience of B50bs Saintes, the
fivfs connerfion of Cipiften 1xcalines tothefaith of Thal
namcly of this Wealme of Eugland ¢ Scotland : fivk be=
gitwung with King Lucius, and fo fozwarde follswing the
oece of our Euglity kings here in thislaud,te dedave the
maintenaunee ofteiicdoctrine, the falfe pactife of =
lates,the ceeping in of mperfition,and hipactifie,thema=
nifoldaffanites, warves and tumults of the prnces oithis
world;againtt the people of Bod, yoberein may appcave
the wonderinll opevation of Lhiftes mightie hand, euce
working tubis chrweh, € neuer cealing o befend thefame
againfthis enfinies , accopdingtd theverity of his swne
w08, omifing tobe voith his Church whie the worlde
fyal ftand.fods by the proces of this fozp may welbe pro-

" ued,and be tefiico mthe fequell theveot: - N
Fn the traction of alt wahuch things 2. efpeciall pointes
3 chicdly conunend to thereader,as mofi requiite andne=
netiary of.eucep Chriffe mavico obleene @10 note fophig
pinae cxperience and peofite, as fitlk thedifpofition ¢ na-
tuce of this worlde: fecondly thenature ¢ condition of the:
wmgbome of L, the Yanitic ofthe one, and fablly=
wmeny of the other: Zhe enpotperons and Ynguict Gate of
the one,ruled by mans violence ¢ wifdbome: And thehap=
py fuccetle of the other euertuled by Bods biclling @ pro=
uideice, The wrathant renengiug hand of gad inthe one
andhismerey bponthe other. The woald F callalfuch ag
be withantor againdt Lhrft , cyther by ignoaunce not
knowinghim, m by beathenily lifc notfollotwinghin, 02
by violenee refifting him. Dun thentherfivethe kingdome
of Chilt inthis womid 3] take tobe all them which belong
tothefaith of Chilt, e bere take his part in this tozld a=
' gainf the world. Theniber of whom although ithe much
. The'vifible fmatiee thenthe otherand alwaies lightly 18 hated gmo=
% Church, fefted ofthe would,pet it is the numbcr, Whichthe Loe
: peculiarly doth blefle and profper,and ener will. And this
The Church of 1::ber of Liniftes fubicets is it , wobich we cal the vifible
Chrift dewided  Church heve inearth, yobich vifivie Church hauing e
intwo fortesof {elfc a difference of 2 {0xts ofpeople, fois it to bedeuided in
peopler o parts, of which the onc fandeth of fuchas be of owue=
wardmsfeiononly,the other which by clection inwarn=
Iparciopned to £k, the fie in womds e lipsfeaneth to
houoy Cinift,and areinthe vilihie Lhurch onely , burnot
inthe Church innifible, ¢ pactaketh the ourward Sacra-
wents of Chrifk, butnotthe inward bieling of Chafk: che
otherare bothin the vifible & alfo iny the iuifible Chuvch
of Cirilt, twbich not in wordes onelp and outtoard profel=
fion,bueaifo in bart doe teuely ferue & honour Chaidt, pars
takingnot onely the Sacrametites, but alfo thebeanenly

bleflings and grace sf Cinifh.

Andpmany tines ithappeneth, thatasbetwoeene the
wodn,and the kingdome of Cinilt theve is acontinual re=
pugnamice : {o betkocene thefctwo patees of this Yifible
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ke fir§t booke conteyning the X. firft perfecutions,

Lhueeh afoefaid, oft times grotwedds great variamce and
motal perfeention, imfomuch that fometime p teue church
sf Chuithath no greater enimes, than ofthett owne FUNE]
feflionand company; as happened not euely inthe ime of
Linif,and his Apoftles,butalfofom time to time alnoff
continnaily,Eufeb Lib.8,.cap.1, 1But efpecialiy in thefe lags
g}tﬂhg:g :&?:gcbag;c;)%%gn the pevfcfcminn of Antichufk
) -, agbyhe veaving of this hohinne uig
mamgﬁg b;tt&m’mma@ a;;;fazagc::? S b s moae
- Aeehefivlpreaching of Tini, and comming. of the :
1Balpel:wbo ould ather 9aueknn‘muearcmugnhigﬁ 2
thenthejphavifeis and Scribes of that people, Wwhich han e
Yis 1aw : dndyet who perfecured and veiected himmore, Gods pu-’
thenthey themietucs 3 yobatfollotwen 2 Thep inreling nithment
Lhuttto be thefr king,andcholing vather to be fubiect hg= for refuﬁ,n‘%
10 Cafar, Weve iy thefayBetheic owne CzLr atlengthpe= the Golpely
firopod 3 when asCheiltes ubiertestheiame tancela= '
ped te daunger. Ybeurhy itis to belegrued, whaga dans
ge;:gg;b;gegrtet;smbﬁufctbcﬁm i of Bod, wheu it is
T like crample of Bods wathfi punifhinentis,
beanored nolefle inthe Womanes alfo thembciueg., - ;ﬁfa%
when Tiberius Catr, hanimg veccaned by letters 6 Don-.
tingjoilate,ofthe doings of chuft, ofbis mitacles 35 siugs
vection,and vinto heawen, e hoto hewas ceceined
as 1500 of manp, mas himielfcatommued with belick of
the fame,and did conferve theveof toith the whale Senare
ofRome,to hane Lhrilt aboyed as godibut they notagre=
vug theuntorefuled him, becante thatcontvary 1o the iay
ofthe Iontanes,he was confecrated, (@id they) fo; 1B,
beforethe Senate of omehan o Decred approued him,
@C. Tertul. Apol..cap.s, Zhusthe baite Senace folowing
vathee the law ofman,then of 300, & Which were contens
tedAvith the HEMPeroyr to reigneonct them, wete not co
tenced Wwith the meelse king of gloap the fonne of Bod ta
betheir kmg.ﬁnhtwaozeafmmucp Itkefox top Jewes
wete fepurgepand mttapgeh oy thetw bnint vefufing , by
the fame way which they thembelues Did preferre. SFozas
they mefervedthe €mperour, and ceiected Thitt, fo the
e peemiiion ofGod, did ficre bp theiv ovoue Empe-
royrs againft themininch (ope, that bpththe Senatonrs
thoniclues wereabmottall deuonved ¢ g-the tohale Titye
mofthozeible afflicted the fpacc alinofaf 300, peares 10gi= Fupng of
ther. fFor firltche fame Tiberius, Wwhichfoz agreat part of Chriﬁ.- ‘
bis veigne was a modetateand atollerable Brince, after R
waw) was (g thema arpe andheaup tyratmt, who ney=
therfanoured his ovoncmother,ngy {paced his otoue e
urkues, 10z the 102imces ofthe £y, fuch as were his pon
counfelers,of whomto p nunmber ofxy, be lefcuot patt oo
0 theeealine, & {o cruel{ washe to the Citye, that as the
gy vecogdeth @ Nullusa pzna hominym ceffabat dies, ne re-
ligiofus quidem ac facer. Suer. tepoateth bim to befo ffetne of
natuee and tivannical,that fu time of his veigne, bery mas
ny wereacculed ayd condemned with theic wines ¢ chll-
ey, Sayoesallofivlt defloured, then put to beath, In
guedap he vecordeth.px.perions to he datwen o pplace of
erecution, By whomailo,thiough the wft pumithment of
#5ad dilate buder whom Chrilt was ceuctied, wasaps
pichended andaccufed at ome , depoled , then banifycd
to thetotone of Lyonee, and atlength did flape huntelte,
JReiber did Herode and Layphasiongefcape,of whome
mox followeth bereafter. Agrippa atgn byhin as caft
yuto prifon,aibeit afterward he was reftoied, Fnpraigne
of Tiberius the Loyd Fiefus the forme of Bov, wrthe peiiis.
cace ot his age,which was the pviy.of this Emperonr by
the malicc ofthe Fetwes,fuffered his blefed patlion fox the
conqueting offinne. death,and Sachan the idince of this
word,and vofe agaime the third day, Azer whole bieflen
Joallion ¢ vefuvrertis, this forefapde Tiberius Nero (other=
wife calied) Biberius Mero,lined Yj, peares, durpng which
tume no perfccution wasyet Hirving iR omeagamtt the
Lhrithians,thiough y commanndemét of theBmperonr, .
. Inthe vaigue alo of this Emperour,and peate which
tpas %nma&mf thepatlion of our Sanioy, 01 lometwhat
moze, S .aule was conuerted to the faith, Aftcrthe death
Bf Tiberius:\whEhe had taigned 21, peates, uceded C. Cafar
Cpligula,Claydius Nero, 41D Domiius Nero : which 3. were
Iikewife fuch fcouvges to the Senate and peopleofigome
that the fivf vot onely tooke other mens Wities Yiolent=
Iyefeom themn, but alloveflouved thaee of bis owne fiters.
and afterward banifyed them . S0 wicked he was thathe. Caligala
cdmaunded himfeife to be worllyipped as Hod, and tem= Cmmaun-
plesto beerected in his name,akd bied to it nthe temple dod bys
among the Bods, requiting big images tobefet ppinall . f§§v;’ in
temiples, andalfo i the temple of Jerufalem whiche canz che Temple
{en greary. Burbannccamong the Fewes,andthenbegan of Hierufa-
theabhomination of defolation tobefet bpin p I)ulp{ place, lem,
poken
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