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othet. A Wbich as Ffindthewn inno atcient vecods, (0 3]
{eaue them to theicvauthors and compilers of the fLegens,

Yot veadalo of Fauftinus and Iobita, Citizens of the Li=
tie of Brixia, Wwhich fuffcred MHactynome with Ike grie=
nous topments, Atthe fight wherof,one Culocerius feeing
thei fo great pacicnce,info great toaments,cried out with
thefe woes : Vere Magnus Deus Chriftianorum. That ig,
Ycrity great is the Hod of the Chrifitans, Yobich wodes
being heard, forthwith he was appehended, and being
houahteo theplace oftheiv execntis, wasmade partaker
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Lhe hikory of Nicephorus inaketh mention of Anthia
agobly woman, who committed herfonne Eleutherius 1o
Anicetus bifyop of 3501, to be broughe bp in the doctrine
of Chrittian faith, who atterward bepng WBifhop iy Apu-
lia, was theve beheaded with his fozelapd mother Anthia,
Onomaft; :

Tuftus al{0 and Paftor two biethren, Wwith itke Aatty-
pome cnded theirliues ina citic of Spaine called Gomplu-
tum; ¥udet thefaid Hudrian the Zanperout.

L isewife Symphoriffa the wife of Gerulus the BJartyz,
with e Gir.childzen,is faid about the fametime to fuffce :
whofirf was much,and oft heatey @lconrged,afteriward
twas hanaed vp by thehaive ofher head, Atialt hauing an
huge Gonefaftencd vuto her,was thistone headlong meo
the tauce, @ attes that hev feuen chiln2é inlike maner, with
fumdyy & diuces kindes of punilinent diuerlly weve mat=
tyed by thesivanss, .

he 102y 0f M. Hermannus, atd Antoninus, and other,
veportof Sophia, voith herthree childien alfo.al{o of Serapia
and Sabina, to{ufet vuder the faid Lmperout,, about the
peave sfont 1Lo2d,130. ) L

Ag concerning Alexander bithop ofsome, with bis ij.
Deacons,allo Wwith Hermes, Quirinus, Saphyra, aB Sabina.
Sore wpiters, a5 Bede, and Marianus Scotus TE(0IDE that
they Tufited MNDCT Traianus. DtYersagaine,as Otro Frifin-
genfis With tike mo,repolt that they fuffred tthe i, peave
Dfthis Smperount Hadrian, but of thele SJaveyrs fuificient=
Iphath bene fayd befoe,

yopile Hadrian the Bmperour was at Athens, hepur=

led £0 bifite the conntrey of Eleufina, and {9 0id 3 where
gc facrififing to the Hentiles Bods, after themancrofthe
Grecians, had geuen feee feaue glibertie, wholoeuer would
tapeeicente the Chriltians, yohereupon Quadratusaman
of na etz seale cxcclient,as offamons learning, being the
Bihop ot Athens,and Difciple of he Apofiies, npatlealt
fucceding incontinent the age ofthe Apofiles,and follotw-
ing after Publius (who alitichefoze wasmartyed fox the
teitimony of Cinift)did offer bp and exbibite LUEO Hadrian
the Emperout,alearned andexeelient dpologic inthe de=
fence ofthe Shritkian Ixeligion. whetein he declared the
Chritians without alf iuft caufc o3 defert, to be fo cruelly
entieated and petfecnted, e Thelfkealfodid Ariftides an
other nolefle exceliét Pobilafopher inAthens, whoin his
fingulatlcarning and eloguence being notiied to the ein=
petoy,and commmg to bis prefence.there madcbefore him
ancloguent Dration. SJozeouet,vid exhibite brto the faid
Zmperoucamanoabie Apologieforthe chpiftians,foful
oflearning and cloquence,that 85 Hierome fapth, it was a

. fpectaclcand admitation tomen inhis tyme,thatloucd to

fee wit and learning. Ducransbefidesthele,theve was als
foanother named Serenus Granius ainanof great nobility,
toholikewifc did write bery pithy @ grauclettersto Ha-
drizn the Emperour, Metoing and dedaring therein, ta be
confonant with 1o tight 1o teafon,fo the bloud of inno=

-tenis {0 to be geucw to the cage and fury of thepeople,aud

fo tobe costvesnncd fop no fault,onely for the namecand fece
thatthep followed. ) )

Thus the godnes of Bod being momued with the prap=
ersand confiant labour of thefe fo excelient men,fo turned
the bact ofthe £mperonr, that he bepng better informed
conceening the e g profellion ofthe cpifkians, became
moze fauozable vnto then, Andimmediatly vpd thefame
divected hislettevs to Minutius Fundanus (ag is pavtipbe-
fore mencioned)drocontud of Afia, wiling hon frd henee-
forth to exercife nomorefuch extremitic agamf the Lhyi-
fians,as to condemne any of thembaning no sthercenme
obiected agiuuﬂ;em but oncly theic name. The copy of
wbhich his lereer,becaute that luftine i his Apologicdoth
alleage it, 3 thought therefoze tocrpeic the fune in hig
pwue woydes as followeth,

22 The lester of Hadrian the Emperour,
- 20 Minntius Fundanse,

I Haue receiued an Epiftle writen vntome from Serennius Gra-
nianus;ous right yorthy and welbeloued, whoft office you do

nowexecute, Therefore Ithirike it tot good to léausd diis natter
without further aduifement and circumfpection to pafle, leaft
our fubietts be molefted,and mulicious fycophants boidned and
fupported in their euill. Wherefore if the fubieéts of our prouin-
ees, doe bring forth any accufation before the judge agaynft the

- Chriftians,and can prooue the thing they obie¢t againit them,

let them doe the fame, and no more, and otherwifefor the name
onely,not to impeach them,nor to cry out againit them. For fo,
more conuenient it is,that ifany man will be an accufer, youto
take the accufation quictly,and iudge vpon the fame Therfore,if
any fhall accufe the Chriftians, and complaine of them as male-
fadtors,doing contrary tothe law,then geue you iudgement ac-
cording tothe qualitie of the crime But notwithftanding who fo
euer vpo fpite and malicioufnes thal commence or cautl againft
them , fee you correét and punifh that man, for his vnordinate
and malicious dealing.. :
- Thus by themercifull prouivence of Bod, fomemne
quictand et was geucn tathe Lhureh,althouah Hetman-
nus thinketh thefe Aictonic bapes div not very long conti=
nue,but that the Emperourchanging bis Edict, began ta
rerue agapneperiecution againit goos people,atecu this
foundcehnot to be {o by the wodes of Melito in his Apod=
1ogic to Antoninus hereafter enfung, I the meaue yme
this is cevtain, that in the Bayes of thig Hadrian the Fewes
rebelled agapne e fHoyled the countey of Palefting, Againt
whom the Emperour fent Tulius Seuerus, Who ouctthzew

i Juie, 50, caltels, A0 buriit and eoliroped oo, villages §

and Tounes, andilue ofthe Jicwes so.thoutand, fo that
with famine, fickencs, fword, and five, Fudawasabinoft
defolate, ButatiengthHadrian the Bmperone, whic) o=
theviwile wag named Alius,vepaived and enlarges the sTi=
neagapn of Diceulalent, which was calledafterhis name
Zliopolis, 02 Zlia Capitolina, the inthabitaunce tobereof, he
gpau;sten only to theHenttics, and to the Lhittians, for-
DDiNg the Jlces veteriy tot to enter into the Litie,

Qfter the death of Hadrian, Wwho died by bleedingat the
nofe,fuceeded Antoninus Pius, about the yeare of onv oo,
1g0,and raigned 23.eres. Yoho for his demency andinss
peft behauiour,had the name of Pius, and is foz the faine i
bittozies conunended. Bis faying was, that he had rather
fane one Litizen, thendeftropathouand of his aducela-
tics, Attheheginning ofhis raigne, fuch was the fiate of
the Lhureh, agHadrian his pedeceflour haniciit, as in
wbich, although there was no Eoictiet forth to petiecute
the Lhpittians : pet the nnmultnong rage of the Beathen
wmulticudefo; the canics aboue fpecified, vid not ceafe to
bifquiete and afflict the quict people of Bod, imputingand
afceibing to the Chrittians whativeuer miffotune happe=
ned congrary to eheir defives, HJoyeoner, muentyng as
gapnt themallfalfe cvimes and contumelies wherein to
acenfethem, 1By veafon whereof,biners theve were in fin=
D2y places much molefted, andfomeputtodeath : albeit,
agitis to befuppofed, not by the confent of the Lmpe=
tour, who sfnatuce was (omplde and gentle, that cithee
be vayled vp uo perlecutionagaynf the Linittiang, nels
befone taped the fane bepngmoned, A3 well may ap=
peare by hisletter fentdoune tothe countreys of Afia, the
teno whereafheve infueth,

3 The Epistle of Antopinus Pius,to

the Commons of Afia.

EMperour and Cafar, Aurelius, Antoninus, Auguftus, Arme .

nicus, Pontifex Maximus, Tribune eleuen tymes, Confull
thrife, vnto the commons of Afia greeting. Tam very certayne,
that the Gods haue a care of this,that they which be fuch, fhall be
knowen,and not lye hid. Forthey doe punifh them,thatwill not
worfhip them morethen you: which {o vexe and trouble them,
confirming thereby the opinion which they haue conceaued,
and doe conceaue of you, thatis, to bee wicked men. Forthis
is their ioy anddefire, that when they are wccufed, rather they
couetto dye for their God, then tolyue. Whereby they are Vi-
&orers, and doe ouercome you, geuing rather their lyues, then
to bee obedient to you, in doyng that which you require of
them. And here itfhall not be inconuenient to aduertife you of
the Earthquakes, whichhaue, and doe happen -amongvs, that
when at the fight of them you tremble and are afraide, then con-
ferre your cafe with them. For they vpon a fure confidence of
their God, are bolde and feareleffe, much more then you : who
in all the tyme of this your ignoraunce, both doé worihip other
Gods, and neglet the Religion of immortalitie, and fuch Chri-
ftians as worfhip him, themyou doe driue out, and perlecure
themvnto death, Of'thefe and fuchlike matters,many Prefidents
of our Prouinces, did vvrite to our father of famous memorie

heretofore . To whome he directed his aunfivere agayne , wil-

ling themin no cafe to moleft the Chriftians, except they were
found infome trefpafle preindiciall againft the Empire of Rome.
o7 D.ij. And
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