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fortunate : and fromt fhat timemore and moze the fate of
the xomant Emaire increated in honorjwberofpat ot
bappclp weee o ticcedlone, and fo fhall your lonne 1ods
Dono thevefoze this 9yiiofophic, which with your Em=
pive fprang vp aunb came t with Auguttus,Whiche pour
progenitoys abone al other honoued g ot efiecmed. dud
veetlp this is noinallacgunet of e god begining, that
finice on doctrine fourifhed in the Lmpive,nomilioztune
orloffe bappened frd Auguftus timesbut contrary alwaics
Pictor, 50D aud honoaole yereg, agcucranyma wouid
wilye, Huelp amongall,and of all Nero and Domitian he=
pngRinticd by dinces nanghty and ipitfull perfons canil=
lingly obiected againft our doctvine, of whom this Sico=
phanticall laund2ing of vs by nanghty cuftome fich cume
and fprang vp, Bucyour gooly Rathers pfpymgﬂ;c igno=,
zaunce ofthele, oftentimes by their writing corected their
temerous attcmptes in that vehalfe, Among whomponr
aranfacher Advian thinauy other is vead of, £0 haue wpt=
tenof Fundayne the §920coniuland Licutendt of Afia. And
vonrfatier,pour ovonfather 3 fay, with whom you tuled
mal things, wrote 1o the Litics vnoce his iignet, as the
L accicns, Thetialonicentes, Athenienies and Hrecians
talhly to innouate o alter nothing of ponrhighues:ther=
foze, whointhis cafe iz of that fect as pout pedeceliours
wete,yea & ofamoe benigne g dbilofophicallminde,we
ate in gD Hope to obtaime out peeicionand vequeft,
Zhus much out ofthe Apologic of Melito,wbho 2iting
to Onefimus,gencth to V5 this benefite to kugtwe the teue
Latalogue, @ the names of al the autentike bookes of the
olve Teftarment,receancd i the anncient time of the Py=
mitine Chuteh. Toncerning the munber ¢ names whet-
ofthe faid Melito inbhis letter to Onelimus deciaeth, howe
that he cetnrning teo thepacts wobere thefe things were
Dovc andpreached, thereee diligensly inquited out the
bokesaproued ot the ol Tetament, thenames wherof
in owper hefubicribeth @ fendeth vreohum as followeth ¢
"he fiue bookes of Motes, Genefis, Exodus,Leuiticus, Numeri,
Deuteronomi, leius Naue, The fudges , Ruth,Fours bookes of
Kings : Two bookes Paralipomenon. The Pfalmes, Prouerbes of
Salomon The booke of Wifedome : ThePreacher. The fong 9f
{fongs. Iob.The Prophets, Efay, Hicromie , twelue Prophetes in

_ onebooke,Daniel,Ezechiel Efdras: And thus much of thys
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. thetirlt tines was reccaucd,

matiey, Wwoich 3 thoughehere o tecord; for thatitis not
m‘msgdfiwh%é {0y thefe facter tunes to vuderftande what ity
aud admittenag autentike,
anbwhatotherwoife, - )
Wutfromthislictle digrefion to teturncto ourmatter
omisted, thabis, to thedpologies of Apolinarius and Meli-
1o, tn the oy {0 it followeth, that whether it wasby the
secafiBofthele two Apologies, 01 whether it was through
the witing.of Athenagotas aidbtlofopher, and aLegate
ofthe-Chtitians,it is bncectainesbut this is cevtaine that
theperiecuntion the fame tane was i, Somedo thinke, .
which moft probably fecme to touchthe twuthe, that the
canfe of fapmg this pecfecution,bid Tilc bpona woOnder=
full myzacte of BSod,MHévsed inthe Bmperones campe by
tl;c‘ﬂ:bz.t'uiaualabeﬁmmiav 3fis this: At what time the
two heethrett Marcus Aptonills,and Marcus Aurelius Com-
modus Eniperonrs,iopniig together; watred againit the
Quades,Vandales,Sarmates,atid Germaines, inthe cppeditid
agaimitthom thete army by veafon of the imminent affault
of theivenimies, was coped & hutin withinthe fraights
annboate dy piaces, wheretheir ouldiours befideg, 0=
ther difficultics of battaile, beingdefitute of water , fyue

dayes,wevelike tohaue perifed; which eadnot alittle -

pifconifiteo them, & didabate thetr convage, Yoberinthis

. theiefo greatdifireileand icopardy, fobaiuciy wythdiew

- feomtbe axmpalegianofthe cyifizan fouldiours for theiv

fuccour s whofallingpofivate bponthe eavth , by ardent

T praict,by @by obtaimed of God double velicte: by meanes

of whom 1Bod gaue certaine pleafaunt Howers from the
tlement, whereby as theirlouidiors quenchen rheicthivet,
6 toere a great number of theiv cntmies difcomfited eput
to flight by the continual lightnings which Moored out of
the aive, This mivadefo plealed & wonthe Lmperour,
that cuepafter he wared gentler @ gentler to the Lhrildi=
angs @ dpected hisletterstodincrsofhis tllers, ag Ter~
rullian inhis Apologic witneffeth; conunaiiding the ther-
antogine thankes to the Chiftians,nolefdc fo2 hisvicto-
vy, thim o the preletuation of himandall his men, Th
copy ofwbich lettevheveatter entueth.

L Marcus Anrelins Antonins Emperonr,
fothe Senare and people of Reme.

IGiuc youhereby to vnderftande, what Tintend to doe;as alfo,
what fuccefle Thaue had in my wasges in Germany , aad wirh

hovw much difficultieThave viteled my campe eing compafled
aboutwith 74. fierce Dragons, whome my Sciffes defervedto
be within ix.miles of vs, and Pompeianus our Liefetenaunt hath
vieyved as he fignified vnto vs by hys letters:Wherefore I thoushe
no lefe but to be ouerunne and allmy bandes offo grear multi-
tude, as well my vaward mayne warde as reere warde, with all
my fouldiours of Ephrata, in whofe hoft there were numbred of
fighting men ix, hundreth feuenty and five thoufand , But when
I faw my felfe not sble to encounter with the enemy , Iecriued
ayde of our countrey Gods,at whofe hands I finding no comfort,
and being driuen of the enemye vnto an exégent, 1 canfed tobe
fent for thofemen vehich we call Chriftians who being muftred
weere found a good indifferent number, with whom I was i far-
ther rage,thdn Lhad good caufe,as aftervardes T had experience
by their merucilous power, who forthwich did their indeuour,
but without cither weapon, munition, armour er trumpets , ss
men abhorring fuch preparation and furniture but onely futiftied
in truft of their God,whome they cary about with them i their
confeiences.It is therefore to be credited, although we call them
wicked men, that they worfhip God in their hartes. For they fai~
ling proftrate vpon the ground,prayed notonely for me , but for
the hoft alfo,which was withme , befeeching their God for helpe
in that our extremitie of vittels and frefh water. For we had beae
now v. duyes without water, and were in our eneties land,euen
in the middeft of Germany . who thus fulling vppon their fuces,
made their prayer toa GOD vnknowne of me : and there feil ag
mongelt vs from heanen a moft pleafaunt and cold (hower, but a-,
mongeft our enemies agreat ftorme of hayle mixe with lighening
fo thatimmediately we perceiued the inutncible ayde of the moft
mighty God to be with vs. Therefore we geue thole men leaue to
profefle Chriftianitie,lealt perhap by their prayerywe be punifhed
with the lyke, and thereby make my felfe the author of fuch hurt
as fhalbe receiued by the Chriftian profefsion. And if any fhail
apprehend one that is a Chriftian,onely for that caufe: I will thac
he being apprended without punifhment, may haue leaue to con-
fefle the fame, fo that there be none other caufe obietted agayntt
hym,more th¥n that he is a Chriftian: Butlechis accufer be bur-
ned aliue.. Neither will I thathe confefsing und being founde a
Chriftian,halbe enforced to alter the fame his opinion by the go-
uernour of any of our prouinces, but lefttohys owne choyte.
And this decree of myne I will to be ratified in the Senatehoufe,
and commaund the fame publiquely to be procliymed and read
in the Court of Traianus and that farther from thence it may be
fent into all our Prouinces by the diligence of Veratius gouer-
nour of our Citie Polione. - And further we geue leaue to all men
to vie and wyrite out this our decree,taking the fame out of our
copie publiquely in the common Hall fetforth. :
I bus the tempeltuous rage of peciecutionagamf the
Lhriftians beganioa tyme to atfwage pactly by theocca= .
fion heveof, pactlyalfo vpon other canfes inciveny, copel=-
ling the enimties to furccafe theiv petfecutid, asgreatpia=
gues ¢ pefitlence ping vpon the countrie of Jitaly & iphics
wife great wartes,as well i p Saft partes,asaliivin 3=
taly and Sfrraunce,tecrible eat‘tl)quakef(gccatﬂnnns,nw
fomcfwatines offlics and vermine dedouring thei cder
ficlbes,@c.And thuswmnch of thinges bone vnoer Anfoni-
nus Verus 2bich Antoninus in the beginning of his vapyue
ioPned Withhim i the goumm%; ofthe Empire , §§s
Brother MCommoéLégﬂﬂn alfo was wph
hymatthemivaculous victory gotten by the Lhuitids,as
Eufebius cap.s.Lib.stecoadeth, contraty Platinain vita Sote-
ris, anbthe book insitnicd Flores hiftorsard , teferee the fame
to the time of Anitoninus Yerus,and hisfoune Lucius Antopi-
nus Commodus,andu0¢ of Marcus Aurelius Commodus hps
brother, Buthotwiveucr the teuth of peares voc fand,cei=

‘tatnc ttig,thatafterthe veath of Antoninus Verus ;- anp-of
Aurelius Commodus,fuceeeded Lucius:Antoninus, Comme- {,

dus,the fonnie of Verus woho vaigued 3. peares,
__ Binthe timeofthis Commodus, althongh hetwas an
ncomonions dzince to the Henatonrs of JoMe, Yot 10t
wilanding there was fome quicties butucriatly tpzough
the whole Thurch of Liniftvom peefeontionbp wyar ge=
calion it is not certaine, Somne thtitke ofwbom 18 Xiphili-
nus thatit cune though Marcia the Eanpeeonts chucus
bine, whichfanwoured the Chrikiaus : but how fecuer it
camie faith Eufebius , theiurpe ofthe vaging enimics was
then rmlt}tmbatmi,ttigatcb.ee Deact was giuen by the grace
SEChult, buto he Lhurchipoughone the whoic wozide,
At whattimethe wholelome docreme of the Bofpel ailu-
Ted and teduced the hares of allfoxtes of people, viito the
teue Weligion ol Bodsmiomuch thacnany both vich and
nobleperionages of IMome, with theiv whole familics and
boulyoidesto tl;e(gfaluatwn, anlopned thé to the Lhurch
of Lhuft, , :
Among whomthere was one Apollonius, anable man
anda Senatour of ome mentioned in Eulebius, Lib.s.ca.
21, Whobeingmalicionly accnlcd vito the Senatcby oue
2.4, © wham
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