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of the Primitine Churche.

moye mobable befoye the people, they bormd theiv accitfas
tion witha greatotoe 3 Onewilhingto vedefiroicd with
fireifhe fapd not teue, Theotherto bee confumed with a
gricuoustickenes, Zheehwd tolwicboth his cpesif they
Divipe. Narciflus although bauing his confeicnce cleare,yet
niotabie bepng but oneiman to withRan their accuiation
bound with fuch othes gaue place, and temvoued homfelte
feom themultitude, tatoafolitaric defere by himfelt, where
be continued thefpace ofmany peares. Jnthemeane tine
to them Yobich 10 willingly and wickedly folweave them
felues,this happencd : thefic by cafuainie of one litlcfmatl
fpavkle offive, was burnt with his gods and alt his fami=
lic. The fecond,mas takien with agreat ficknede team the
top to the toc,and denaured withthe fme. The third, hea-
ting and feyng the punifyment of the nther, corfidcn bis
faultsburtipough great repentance psuves outtuch tears,
that he 1o both his epes. And thus was theivfalie periu=
tie punifyed, Narciffus aftcrlongabicuce vecurning home
agayne,mas by thismeanes both cicaved ofthefacte, and
veceiued into bis bithopzikte agayne, T o wobom,as isfaim,
fop impotencic of his age, Alexander Was ioited with him
i execution of the firction, Eufeb.Hitt EcclefLib.6.cap.10.
Dithis Alexander is recorded invthe layad Eccletiaficali bi=
fiorp,thataficr his agonies and confEancic of his conicltid
fHewed inthe perfecution of Seuerus, hewas admonified
by a bifiontnthe night feafon to makebis wurney vp o
Diceutaiom ¢ Paletfwa(for that place resnained fice fram
this perfecunion)to fee there the congregation, @to may.
Thus he taking hig isurnep,and Nawimg neee o tje ey,
avifion with playne Wwobcs was genew to cevtaine chivte
beads of Hicrulalom,to go out ofhe gate ofthe diry, theve
to veceiue the Wilhop appointed to than of Hod, Anv {3
wags Alexander ntet and receined, and ioyned partncy with
aged Narciffus, a5 is beforc cppaelfed in the Litie of Bievi=
falem, wheve hecontinucd bifhop aborie 4.0.pcares, ontsil
the perleention of Decius, and theve crected & funous iz

© Inavie,mpere Eutebius had bis chicfeft helpein mitinghis

LEcoleliatticall hitto, He wyotcalio Dincrs LPiftles o di-
uers churches, andlicenfed Origene opendy to teachin bis
Lhurch. Atlength beyng very aged, was oughifed Je-
euialem to Lofavia before the Judge vYnder Decius, tohere
after bis canftant confeflion the fecond tpie, he was com=
mitted (o patfon,and theve dicd, .

Wefides thele thatfuffred in this perfecution of Seuerus
tecited of Eutebius,Vincentius alfo, Lib. 1 1.cap.6. Ex Martyrol.
fpeaketh of one Andoclus, b om Polycarpus before had fent
o FFraunce : which Andoclus becaute hefpread there the
Bdoctrine of Chrift, was apprchended of Severus, audrfivk
beaten with fanes and battes, aftcr was beheaned.

T othefe abgue named, may alfo be added Aflclepiades;
whoalthoughVasnotput to death i this pecieaition o
Seuerus,pet (onfantly be bid abide thetrial of his condelfia
@ fuffecd much forthe fame, as Alexander di before menti=
oncd, yoherfore afterwacd he was opdamcd bifhsp o Au=
tioch,mbere he concinued the {pace of ‘oif, pearesof whom

- Alexander oziteth to the Lhureh of Antiocne,ont ofprifon,

much reiopfing andgeuing thankes to 150D, tohrave that
Yewas theiv Bifhop. .

About the fame tyme during the vaigue of Scuerus,dicd
Irenzus,Henr, de Exfordia,Ado, andother Shareprmiters,
vohoin, thathe was mavtyred with agreas muiticude of
othermoe,for the confelfion and docerine of Lhnifk, about
the fourth o2 fife peate of Seuerus. i Irenzus as He was
agreat weiter, o was hegreatly cominended of Tertullian

- frhisicarning, whombe calleth omnium do&rinarum cu-

riofifsimum exploratorem : & great feavcher of all Kypnve of
fearning. e was fick fcholer and hearer sfPolycarpus,frd
thencecither wasent o2 came to SFramwnce; and theee by
Photinus, andthevelt ofthe HJartyrs was mitictted tnto
theminifery, conumended by theirietter bueo Eleutherius,
as tsbefore remonifyed. Aelenaeh afier p Aartpidom of
Photinus,be twas appoineed bithopof L ¥ons, whees hecd=
tinuco abontthefpace of23.peres. Jn pyne of this Irenc-
us,the fate of the Lhuveh was much troubled viot only foy
the onttwacd perfecution ofthe fazaine cneny, but 8lo foy
pincrslectes and erronrs then ftivving; agamf which He
nﬁi%mﬂy laboured,and wrote much,aithoughbie fevo of
bis bookes benow remapning. The nature of this man
well agreepug with his name, was fuch, thathecuier 1o
uedpeace, and fonght tofct agreement whewany contro=
netficvofe inthe Church. And therfore,henthe queltion
of keeping the sRafter day was revued to the Thureh, be=
betwene Victor bilop of Ixome, snd the churvches of dfial
and wbhen Victor Wwonld baue cecommunicated them as
fchifmatikes, for dilagreeyng from him thevein: Irenzus
with othey brethren, ot the SFrench Lhuech, forp tofeefuch
acontentiongmong bzethien oy fuch atvifle, conucnted
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thembelucs togethet inacommon Conncell, and dbirecting
theielcteer Wity theiv cormnon confent iubiceibed Cnt b=
to victor,mtreating hun to fiay his purpoit, & hottopro-
¢eed t cxconunuticating his brethen s that matrer, di-
though thep themfelues agreed wuth him s obevung tie
Sonvay £affcras he vid s et with great veafuns anb ar=
qunenes exboted himnot to dealefo rigozonlly wity s
othee byeehzen, following the ancicnt cultome stther cofi=
teeymanet in thatbehalt. dud belive this be waote diucrs
othepictters aboad concerning thefame contentis, declaz
rmgrthe crconununication of Victor to be ofno igyce,

Jrotlongatter Irenzus foligwed alfo Terwllian abonut
thetpme ofthis Seucrus,and Antorinus Caracalla bis foune,
amanboth inHreeke and 1 atin welcppert, janing grear
gifts indifpneing,and in witmg eloquent, as his bokes
declave, ¢ as the convnendation of al icarned mei doth te=
fifie noicic, Towhom Vincentius Lirinenfis geueth {uch
pavle,that he catleth him the Bouve of ali Latine wrtrcrs;
anb of the eloquence of his Rile (o he wpitetd,that wich the
foyce of s traions, he faith, whom he could net perivade,
thon he copelied to confent vnio pim. Dowmany 1w b5,
{omany {entenices,and how many fuccncs, Linany vi=
otozies hehav,gc,. :

Suchinen of doing and wuting, Hod raifeth vy feom
tyme totyme, as pillers ano ftapes ton his pae Lhuech,
as hedid thig Tercullian i thefe dargersus dayces of perics
cution. FFap tohEhe chrftians Yoere beped wrrh wiongs,
¢ fadity acouled of the Hentils, Terrulian tabntg syeir cande
nhand, sefcnbetd thomagain® the peefeoutors, sagainf
their Aauvseraus accufnsns: et thai they nener inin=
Derpany Byire 0 vebellion, cither agamit the Linpive o3
f£mperoys of Womc & foricmunch) asche vieof Linifiang
Bas top:ay foprhe flate of theiv EMPLLAULS ans gouge=
nsuts. Andwiereas they weve aocnled fallly ta bee ene=
nues to all mankind, hovo conid thatbe (a2t Terwitian 19
Scapuls) fepng thenoper ofice ofthe Chillipns s bp el
motefhionto pray oy afl men,to loie theiy enayaies, neiice
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reqiting el ior einlyiwhen as all other veloue butoncly -

tyeir feieans,andieaceely thom? Astouching tye borwible
faunder oimuroering infinis, how can that be teuein e
Lpithians (faith he) wholembsristo abitapne fromall
bloud, ¢ firaugled : mio nuch, that it is not lawful tog thé
tatonch ehe blond of any beatt as theic tables toben they
feede? SFrromGlthy copulavion no (o1t moze free thidn they s

- Jubichare and eucrhath ben the greatelt obfecuers of cha=

fritizsof whown.fuch ag may, liuc inpeepetnall Wirgmutic
alitheirlifestuch as cavinot, contract matrisnony,foz ausy=
dingatl whmcdamans fonication, Neither can ithepro=
ued of the chniftians to oy fhip the futine, which falfe fr=
mife, Tercullia declaveth to tife heveof, for that the manerof
the Lhiultians was to pray toward the Lakt, HHuch {clle

wag thereany ofthemismanas to worllyip an Affcs head.

tehereof the sccafion beyng taken onely ofthe Jicwes, the
{launder tbcmgberfogc be prootett to be failly and wi6g-
fullplaid tothecharge ofthe Lheittans, g

_ Qnolikcciic agamtall ctheriies and faunzers, ob-
fected ofthe Deathen againk the Lliriftians, thelapd Ter-
tullian puegeth the Lhauliians; dedaving them faiiy 1o ve
belicd, ¢ tongitliypericonted, oty any delcrt of theivs
buronipfo; the batved of theivnaine, And pernotwithts-
ping by the fame perfecurions, he prooucthin thefame &=
pologie,the veligton ofthe chriftiang ustittigto be cmnpai-
red butrather enceealed T he moe(faith he)we are mow-
endaune pfyoi,themoe viie vp. The biouvof Chritkians
i feede, SFop whatman fayth by, inbeholding the painiuil
topnents, and the perlect patience sfehum ol notfeart)
and inquite what is in the canlt : Anv wheft he bathfonsn
ttout, who willnot agree vueo ir Audiwien be agrecth
o it, who wilnot defive tofufer i i Thus(ruh hothis
fect woill neucr dig,obich the moac it i cutBorug, the moie
itgrotueth, Sforeucepman femgand wondiingarvhe fuf=
feeance oftye Saines, is moued the more therdy raftarh
the canfein fearching, hefindeth ity dud i finawg, b fol=
1oweth it, Tertul ineodem Apolag.

© - Thus Terrullian withis daungerons tpme of pericou=
tion, being firved op ofSod,defended the muocéas of the
Lhuftians,againdt the blalphery of theaduerlavics; and
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‘moennerig the infractisn ofthe chureh comypiled many

fruttintl workes, whecoffome ave cotant, fomcare ot to
befound. Rotwoubfandingthe greaticavning s fmous
‘evtues of this worthy ma, covtate crrors and bleamifhes
avenoted in his doctrine,ag wete befme both of Orighne, %
Trenzus,and liketoiie of them twere they nenee foercelient.,
thatfollowed them, yobich crvopsallhercinoderroitote
and compehend, were tw lan%a matterfor this ftow to
profecnte. This by the way Myail be fuificient ro ddmonily
the 3xcader, neuereo looke fon anp gtp.pcv&cﬁun ofanp
RN man
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