63.

¢ ofthe which openly profeled Chifs, that fhetwed himielse

Ex Dieayfioci-  {glpuingandamiliar toward the Lhuftians ashe did:in
fante fomuch thar(as Dionyfius, w2iting t0 Herman Doty teffific)
Eufeb.Lib 7. glihys whole courte was replenifijed w boly Saintes ¢
capr0.(G Nu= fernantes of £ilt, and godly perious, {othat bishoule
ccpho.Lib.6, might feome tobemane a Chuteh of Bod, Dutby the ma=
€43.10. Tz of Hathan, through twicked coundel thele quict dayes
cudurch notveey long . SFoy in procelic of tyme this Vale-

Widkedcounfell Tianus bepng charined oz incenfenby a cettapue Taiptian,
Wit mnidie - Achigée rulee ofthe Deathet Synagogeof the Ed¥ptians,
doth, amayfter ofthe Chavmers 03 inchaunters, who indecde

toag troubled, forthat he could not do his BYagicali feates
for the Chyiftians, was {ofaree infatuated and bewitched,
that chrough the detefable pronocations of thatdenilifhe
£qvptian, hewas whollp mrned vnro abbominabie 3=
Bols, and ta cpecrable impictie, in facrififing ymm% infits
anb quartering bodies,and deniding the eutrals o thiloé
new-horme, and {o proceeding i his furp,moucd the cight
peeleontion,agapnft the Chulkians, mbom the Wicked 1=
gyntian coulde notabide, as being the hinderersand ve=
firopars of hys BJagicall enchauntinges, aboutthe yeare
* ofour £o0,259.

N The eight f’erﬁmtiqn.

1. the which perfecntion the chiefe adminifters and exe=

Theeightper- ~ CUEOULS Were Emilianus 19zefident of Eqipt., Paternus

fecution. - and Galerius Maximus, 1910confuls in Apbrica, Bergomen-
“Anno.p fis 2ifo maketh mention of Paternus, Wicegerent of iZome,
% 259 aud of Perennius, Vincentius fpeaketh alfo of Nicerius, and
5% 3 Claudius Prefidentes.gr, L
Thechicfeexe. _D0DALWAShe chicte originiall caufe ofthis perfecution,
catoursofthis DALY s fignified befoze, wheremention was made of the
perfecution, - {0ithcd Ealptian. WButas this was the ourtwardand po-

The peciall
caufes of this
perlecution,

titicall caufe, fo S Cyprian Meweth other aufcsmozefpeci=
all, and Zcclefiafhicali, in bis i, booke. €uift. 4. YWhofe
wopdesbe theferbucwe ({apth he) mutt buderfand and
confefie, that thps turbulent oppaetion @ calaritic, which
bath ‘waftedfor themnott part all our whole company, and
doth dayly confume, vifet] chictly of our ovone Wwickedues
g finnestwbile we wake not in the way of thedow ,nop
sbieruehis meceptes lofe hneo s fozout indtitution, The
Lord obferued the will of his father in all poynts: but we oberue
not the will ofthe Lord, hauing all our minde and ftudy fet vpon
lucre 8 poffeflions,geuen to pryde, full of emulation and diffens
tion, voydedf fimplicitie arld faythfull dealing, renouncing thys
worldin wWordonely, burnothingin deede, euery man pleafing
himfelfe, ahd difpleafing all other .’ And therefore are we thus
feourged, and warthely. Forwhat firipes and fcourges doe wee
not defenie, when the confelfors themfelues “‘Wich as haue byd
“the teyall of their confefsion )aid fuch as oughr to be an example
‘to the reffofwell doyng , doe keepe no difciplines” And therfore
becaufe fomefuch there be, roudly puftvp with this fwelling
and vnmaninerly braggidp oftheir confefsion » thefé tormentes
comé-; fiach as doe not eafely fend vs to the crowne s except by
the mercy of God;, fome being také away by quicknes of death,
do preuét the tedioufnes of punifhimét, Thefe things do we fuf-
ferfor our finnes and defertes,as by the Lordes cenfirre we haue
bene forewarned, fying: Ifthey fhall forfake my lawe, and will
notwalke in my iudgementes: Ithey fhall prophane my inftitu-
tions , and will not obferue my preceptes, T will vifite their in-
iquitieswith'therod ; and their tranf; refSions with fcourges.
. s .. Theferodsandfcourges (faythhe) we %ee]e,Which neyther pleafe
7 Godinout sood deedes, nor repent in oureuill deedes. Where-
fore the fays Cyprian,adding this exhortation withall,exhorted
themto praw-and intreate from the bottome of their hart and
whole minde, the mercy of God which promifeth, faying:but yer
ay wercy Iwill not featterfrom them.&ec; Tetvs aske, and wee
fhall obtayuétand though (fayth'Cyprian) itbe with tariance,
yetfor [o math as we haue greeucufly offended, let vs continue
knocking,for:to him that knocketh, it flialbe opened, if our pray-
ers,fighinges aud weepingesknocke ftill at the dore with conti.
nuance, and ifour prayers beioyned together with brothesly a-
greement 8ec, o :

Moreouer, whit vices were then principally raygning a-
mong the Chriftians, hee furthér fpecifieth in the fayf Epi%llc
whic| ‘chiefly were deuifion and dilferyion among the brethren.
Forwhen it was fpoken to thens ina vifion, by thefe wordes #e-
#ite CF npétrabitss,that is: Pray,and ve thall obtayné, aftervard
it was required of the congregation there prefent, to diret their
prayersfor cettayné perfons aifigned to them by name: but they
could notagree ind cédefcend a together ofthe names and per-
fons of thémwhich they fhould peay.for, but were diffonantin
their confentand petition : whiche thing (fayth Cyprian) did
greitly dil;ileare hym, that fpikevato them:Pray, and'ye fhal ob-
tayne, for that sthiere was no vniforie equalitie of voyce and hart
. hor one fimple and ioynt concade among the brethizen, whereof

Cypria Lib.g,
Epii#. 4. .
The finnes of
the Chriftians
caufcof perfc-
cution,

Difeord and de-
wifion among -
the brethren,

Thefir(t Booke conteyning the X. firft perfecutions,

itiswritten the Plalme.s7. God which maketh to dyvell in the
houfe together men of one accord.&c.  And fo by the occafion
hereof,he writeth vnto them in the forefayd Epiftie, and moueth
them to prayer and mutuall agreement. For({ayth he)if it be pro-
mifed in the Gofpell,tobe graunted whatfoener any tyvo confen-
ting together fhall aske, what fhall then the whole Churche do a~
greeing together > or what if this vhanimitie were among the
whole fraternitie , which vnanimitie ( fayeth Cyprian ) if it
had bene then among the brethren , e Sensffent fratribus bac
mala o [(inSmum fraternitas fusffes wnimara, thatis : thefe eviles
had nothappened to the brethren, ifthe brethren had ioyned to -
gether in brotherly vhanimitie, &,

QAfter the canfles thus veclared ofthis, 02 nther perfecu-
tions, the{apd,s.Cyprian mozeauer inthe forenamed f£pi-
fHe(wonthy to be read ofal ien) defcvibeth likewile g cor-
tapne vifion, wheein was fewed vuto themby the L o,
beforcthe pc{'rccutiﬁtame, what thould happen, The vifion
wvas this: There was a certayne aged father fitting, at whofe right
hand feta young man very fad and penfive:as onewith an indig-
nation forrowfull, holding hys hand vpon hys brett,hys counte-
naunce heauy and vchearefull . On the left hand fate an other
perfon, hauing in hys hand anet, whiche he threatned to layto
catch the people that ftode about. And as he was marueiling that
fave the fight thereof, it was fayd vnto him: The young man whé
thou feeft fit on the tight hand, is fad and fory, thathys preceptes
be not obferued, Butge on the left hand daunceth and i merry,
for that occafion is geuenhimto haue power of the aged Father
geuen him toafflié men. Andthis vifion yvas feene long before
this tempeft of perfecution happeried ; Wherein 1s declared the
fame thatbefore is fayd, the finnes of the people to bethe caufe,
why Sathanin this perfecution and all other, hath had aridhath
ftill fuch power with hys net of deftruction > torageagaynft the
bloud of Chriften men, and all becaufe ( fayth Cyprian}’ we for-
flacke our praying,, or be not fo vigilant therein as wee fhioulde:
wherefore the Lord becaufe he Joueth vs, correlteth vs,- correc-
teth vs,to amend vs,amendeth vs to faue vs.Rec. Cyprian,.

Furthenmoe, the fame Cyprian, and mthelfune Epi-
e, wreting ofhis oton renelation o metlage fene tobuty,
thus fapth: And to bys leattfevuaunt both imfuii aup i
worthy (meaning by bxmrdfegisgb of hig tender gosbnes
bath vouched fafe to divect this wor, Zell bimfapth he
thathee be quict and of 00D comfort, fop peace witl come,
Albeie alitle fay there 15 oy awbile.foy that fome Temain
peetabeproied and teyed. gc, Ao theweth allo in p fame
place ofan otherveuelation of bis, wberein be was admo-
nifycd to be fpave in hys feeding, andioberin bys dinke,
leafthys minde geuen to beaucnly ‘meditation might be
faryed away with wololy allucements, 02 opprefled with

tosnuch furtet ofmeates and dyinkes, Bouly belefleapto;

able to papecand f‘pittt'tuail excecife, ;

Finaliyin thelateer end ofthe forefapd Epifle, men=
tion aifo followeth of other reuclations oy MHewimges,
Wwhereinthe Lo (fapth Cyprian)doth vouchfufe in many of
v's feruantes to forefhevy to come the reftauring of hys Ghuve,
the ftable quiet-of our health and 1 afegard, ufter rayne faybesvea-
ther, after darcknes light, after ftormy tempeft, peaceabiléfeshine,
the fatherly helpe ofhis loue, the wont & old glory ofhy$ diuifie
maiefly whereby both the blafphemy -of the perkcutors fhalf be
reprefled, and the repentance of fuch as haue fallen be reformed,
and theftrong and ftable confidence of themtharftand, fhial re-
ioyceand glory . Thus much hath S, Cyprian, writing of thefe

thinges to the Clergy.Lib 4 Epift.g, . . R
Qs touching notw

the prin

theit Jnolsand to the Emperours:thenfor thatsbeyno-

fefled the name of Thift . Befives all the calamiticsany i

enils ehachappened fnthe wo B, as warres, famine, and
pefiflence, were onclp mputed to the Lhitians.Agaynit
all which marreling accufations Cypriun dathelsquently
befend the Chritians it his booke Gontra Demetrianam
LLike as Tertulian had Done before, wyiting Contrd Scapulam
DAL, 55, And firft touching the obiection for not worfhipping
Idoles, he cleareth the Chriftians both inhis: booke Conrsa Be-
mezr. &alfo De Ganitare jdol , routig thofe Idols to be nugnse
Gods, but Imagesof cettayne dead Ringes, which neyther dould
Taue themelues from death,nor fuch 45 weotthip them'. ‘The true
God tobe but oneand that by the teftimony of Safthenes, Plurg,

‘and Trifinegiftus, the which God the Chriftiaris doe truelywed-

fhip. And s concerning that the Chriftians were thou hitorhe
caufes of publique calamities , becaufe they' worthipped néthe
Gentiles Idoles, he purgeth the Chriftians thereof, prbuing that
iftheré be any defetin increafe of thingesit is notrobeateribed
to them,bur rather to the decreafe of nafue, las iifhing Howy to-
wardher age and latterend. Agayie fordhst it athbene fofonig-

the crpittes anb accufations' inthis ‘
- pertecutioniapd tothe charge of the Chyiftians, thys was
all, fivft becaufe they refufed to doe worlyipta |
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fayd and prophecied; that toward theend of the worldeThoald -
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