of tbe Primitive Churche,

ned in theiv o1o houfss, havlarge and great churches,netmn
builded from theformpatian,fop chem to frequenttogiter.
Jiniuch increaiement (faith Eufebius) by pocefle of tyme
Dud the chuceh of cheift grow and Myonut bp datly moze and
morc, profitig and feading through afl quarters,which
neither cumne ofmen conide mfemge, nozaup vewill conld
inchaunte, neither the cvaftic policic of mansg wit coulde
fupplant,{oloug as the procection of B0d his Deaucnlye
avme went with his people, keeping them in god pbeL,
o dccordingto the vule of chaiffian life, L

through . JButasconunonly the nature of almen being of it felfe
muchpeacc  DRTRIY and Yutowarde,alwaics fecketh @& deficeth profpe=
and profpe- Bity, a1 et can neuct wel vie profpetitie,altoaies woutld
ritiecrept  haue peace,and et haning peace,alwaics abufeth p famcs
into the  fg heve liketoilent happened with thele meé, wbich through
Church.  this fo great libertie ¢ profpevitic oflife began to degenc=
rate ¢ languifhe bnto ienes ¢ delpeacy, @onc to worke
{pitcand cBrumely againitan other, frining and conteti=
ding among théfelues fop cuety nccafid, with tailing wor=
bes aficrmofi befpitchitti mancr:hifyops agam@bilijops,
and peopic againit cgcnplc,mmu’ng; batred and cvitid one
againft anocher, beliveg afio curfed bipactilic and finula=
ston with all extremity encreafing moae anpmoze, by teas
{on wherofthe iudganee of god arter his outed manet,
(whilit pet the congregatio began tomultiply) began by
aliticanolitleto vifite ourmen with petiecution, fatipng
ficft bpon ot bieehye which were ab%ﬁab' mwactace, but
wheEy toucht p othee nothing o2 verpiicle freither did they,
feckse to appeale gods wyach, call foy bis mevcy, but wic=
kedly thinking with ourlelues, that god neither Tegarded.
0} would vilit suvsranigrellions, we heapco outin iqui=
LiES dailpmoze andmone ouebponanother. ¢ thep wbich
a0 77 femedto be our paors tefufing the tuleofpicty, were =

© flamed with mutnal contentions ot againitan other.and
thus whilelk they were ginen o 0 the fiudye of con=
. tentions, thrcatnings,cmulationg,inntual yateeo, ¢ opl=
Chriftians cod.eucrpmaniecking his otoncambition, and peefeci=
peflecuting - ging gucanotherafter the mancroftivany : Then,then, 3|
;’g“ 200 fay,the Lo accodingrothe Voice of leremp take amaype
% thcbeauty ofthe baugdtcr of Siow,¢the ity of Jfeacl,
fell bovone ftnml)eaueu,mixbgc dinhe vememberthe foot=
Rale ofhisfeete i the dap ofhis wrath. And theozde o=
ucreurncdall p comely opnaments of ifeactl, & defivoped

all ber gorgeous buildings,and accoding to the faping of

the dialme, fubucrted and eptinguifyed the Teftament of

, big fernaunt,and prophaned bis fancena » i1 Defivuction

[ .- ofbis chuvches,and indaping watt the buildisges theveof

. fothacall paflingers fpoiling the nurdticude ofthe people,

0 they weremade an obioquicto al thevweliersabout, sFop
Thewrath Y€ Bathepaltsd the Brengeh of bis enimics, and tureda=
of Gadto.  W08Y the helpe ofhis wozd from ber, noapded bevin the
wardhys. battaple, but ccafed from the purging of eraud becfeate,
people, e frokedowneto theground and deminiliedber daies

Hatred and
difdaynea-
mong the
Churche
men,

and ouee all this poured vppon her confulion. Al thefe .

- things wete fulfilled vpon bs,when we faw the temples
tafeo from thetop to the ground,and the faced feviptures
to bebuent in the openmarket place, andthe waﬂox_wsnf
£he church to hive themfelues, ome heve, fome there , Tome
other takicn prifonevs with great hame, weremocked of
theivenimies,whé alioaccoming tothe fa?mg ofthe pro=
Phet inan otherplace: Contempt was poured out vporn
theivringes, '
niot tokeepe the Rraice pathe.

The %, Peyfecution,

L Bv reafons whereof(the wrath of Bod being kindled a=
Thetenth gaintt his church) enfued the tenth andlat perfecucion
perfeation. agawftthe chyiftians,fohozwible and greenous, that ma=

eth the penalmoft to tremble o wait Yponit, o tedious
thatneucr was anp perfccutionbefore o7 fince comparas
bie ot foy the time it continued, lafting the fpace of tentie
-peaveg together, This perlecutionalthough ttpaded tho=
ot the handes ot diners tyrantes and workers moe th
-one 02 two,pet prncipaily it beaveth the name of Dioclefi5
Diockfien  WH0 Was EMperour as s aboue noted, neyt after Carus ¢
Empaour, Numerianus, Zhys Dioclefian euerbanpng anambitions

o ninde, afpived greatly tobe Smperont. o twhom Druss

EupSopif.

\

bis Concubine Mo, thacfic e fhould killa wilde Bage
before be thoulo be Empevour. Hectakin cffectacthefe
odes, bicd much with handes to kil wylde Wmwes:
but(ecing no fuccelie to come thereof, vied this mouetbe:
Ego Apros occido, alius pulpamento fruitur,that is, 3 kill the
AoerLavne DO WIS, hutotherdoe eate the flefe. Atlengththefapde
fv‘:’é""h“ w  Dioclefianbepng nominate tobe mnperout , and fecyng
’ w’”‘":’ o :"_" - Aper (who havkilled Numerianus tbeﬁmpemqv) fland=

ding thevebp fwave,tathe fomibicva that Numerianus, was

md,

and they canled to go contof the waye,and -

wrangfullp killed,And foiehtwith tening tpon Anes it

bisfwoyve,few bm&opi}zaf;cc thisbe being ft&hﬁimg
mthe szmpn;c.,annfccmg,ougmﬁbcnﬁw’cs‘ andfunnie
cainonions vifing vp agamit him, which he was no well
avle himfelfe tofutaine,in the fivft beginung ofhis taign

be chuleth fn bhis Cotleage Maximianus fuenanied Herculi-

us, FFathev of Maxentius, Yohicl) tWwo Bmperotrs, becane
fdiuers watres that rofe tiimanye prouinees, chosie to
the twa other noble men, Galerius, ¢ Conftantinus, whome
they called Caefars, Dfwhoe Galerius was fent into the
Laft pavies againt thederfians, Conftantinus tas fene

ouer to Wyitannie to this out country of England, tore:

couce the tribute, Yobere e tokie to wire Helena the daigh=
ter of Ring Coil, which thas amarven crectling in beautye,
and nocllefamonfly bought vp inthe 1
sfwhome was bope Conftantinas the great,

Al this while hitherro no perfecution was yet ftivecn
ofthele 4. princes again@ the church of Chilt,but quricelye
anduoberatly thep gonertied the common Wealth, whee=
f0rc accopdingly Dob poipered theiedoings and atfaives,
and ganc then areat Victoyies, Dioclefian in £gipt, Maxis
minian it Aphricke and mFraunce, Galerius in oeriia,
Conflantinus i Eugland and wm Fraunceaiio, 1By teaton
of wdich victozics Diaclefianad Maximian pufte Lppeiu
pude,ovepncd afolcnine triumph at Bome, after whicy
weiumph Dioclefian gane oniaundament that he wonlse

te WOl ipped as Hod,faping, thdthe wes brother tothe

Sunne ans SJouc,and adoUrnNgbis oot s with golog
?u? precans Foncs comniaunded thepeople to ki bys
ecte, ) Lo
_ Auduot long after by the iubgement of fBob , fo o
tamcenoumnitics vlew in the church,aboue totiched, began
the greagaun greusus periccition of the Linitians ino-
ued hy tie, ag‘;utm etieity of Pioclefian, which was aboue
thenyguetcenth yeave of his vapae, whointhe BJoneth of
Bjacche wbhen the fealt of Ragicy wasnpe at bande, cgin-
maunaedatlhe hurches of the Chauttians 1o bee fpoplen
ggg fg’tm the carth,and the bookeg of bolyfevipture so e
_ Ehusmoft iolent edictes and poclaimations tocte et
foneh,fozthe ouerthiowingas is faive , of the Thiffians
templesthroughoutatithe ane Empire, fRepther
bidehere wastinthe officcrsany ceuel crecution of he
fme moclamations. SFop theiv' téinples were detacen euen
When ehey ccletnaced thefeaft of after, Eueblib.s, cap.z.
Audthis wasthe fugu{enutc guen oue by Dioclefian; the
nert praclamatiol tl;? canme {02th, was o the burntiug of
thebookes of the holp fecipeure, which thyng was done iy
the openmarketplace ag befg 3 thensiert bntothat were
edictes giuen foyeh oy the difplacingof fuch as weLe goa-
&umts,anh that muhhgm;gthmmic,& alotherwhar=
euet bate anpe office, Jlinmitoning {ncheas weve ot the
conunonfoyte, if thep wonld ot abiure Lhultiaritic,ana
fubferibe o the beathen veligion, Eueb. lib. 5. €ap 3.8 Nice-
phoruslib.>. cap 4. Zondvas aifo 1 s feconde toye Qup
thelewere the beginning ofthe Lheithians ciilg,
it was not lougatecr bt that eto eDicteg Yocre fent
forth, nothing o theiv cenelty infeviont tg thefieftzfop the
o e o o s A 6
n mdes of puny
fer ontotheiv Jpoles, A i
perfecutid amotigf the
whommany fwdman
dingbittertoyments, neYther wepe aucretme theptoypeh

being toymented and éramined diters of themn dinertipe,

fome feourged,all theit bodies ouer with tobips & feour=
ges,fome tith vacks, tafinges of » 1ol "
ccuc’iattb :fomeone 16&?, ft%:w &n%t%ccm oy eaole toere

fice,annas,tbougbtl;:ybahfacviﬁwb,m eftinbeede ¢
Didmot,twerelet go, Deher fonie neither g:m'mmgacta?:g
their aultars, noy tnncbm%any.c Beegs of their facrifires,
¢t weve boune in band of the eha ftoode by , ehat thep hay
acrificed, @ fo{nﬁnngtbatfalfe‘h:famriun of thet crip=
mics, quictly mcntamap.ﬂ)tbccakhmmm eie crrien
and caft atway, being but halte ead. Soine they caft doton
bponthe panement,any tnaﬂmgtb'zmﬁgrca‘:"?ﬁéccﬁv the
legs.mave the people belene Warthephad facrifice, Fues
tbcpmn;zntb_,:ttbcrcmcrgmbu&ﬁmtﬂ%lm’rbﬂnuh them,
affx;tnfugmztba!uunhqlce,mg ey hab vone vigfich fa>:
eeiice. DEwhown [sme faide thep were Chutians , ¢ i
vied i the mofeMion ofthat narue fome ceyen fying, that
neither they n‘,nn;_muulnzuwlbe{;gua&wsnfwau 04
latep. Anb thofebeing buffetcn onthcace & mouth oyt
the handes ofthe foldiers, werenave to hota thety peace;
and {o thenft ont toith violence, dup the Samtes vin
feemencucriolirtleto boe,wbat the enisnies Toontd haiie

£, them.

fudy of Ieavning, «n.

CUts Lo of-"
By reafon wheredfenlied agrear ' B7hops and
Metnozs ofthe chnech, amongft
Iy, pafling thaough mariy egeees

ome ¢ TWap prt to death,
Someagaine violentlp were Matoen o tbg éjtipt‘lfc ‘%’r?;;

7
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