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sovced thereat, for that they haue bene counted worthy to fuffer
for the Lord their God. The extreeme necefsitie of death cannot
moue vs agavnit your maieity, neyther yet any defpiratio,O Em
perour,which is wont in ventrous affayres to do much,fhal armé
vs agaynftyou . Behold here we caft downe ouir weapons, and
refiitt not, for that we had rather to be killed, then kill, and guilt-

Jes to dye, then gilty toJiuc What (ocuer more ye will commaiid.

appoynt and inioyne v, we are here ready to fuffer,yea both fire
fywvord, and whatloeuer other tormentes. We confefle our felues
to be Chriftians,we cannot perfecute Chriftians, nor willdofa.
crifice to your deuilith Idols, -

ith which theic aunfwer thekyngbepng altogethee

Manrittas

(cD and MEUCD , connanuded the fecond tyine the
?231 glyfy :lc‘nwtg rimau ofthemi char werclefeto be in ke cale murde=
Marfymd. ted, That cenelticalio bepng accomplithed, atlength whe
the chuitian {ouldiouts wouid inno wife condelcend vns
t0 his mpne,he ict bpon thew with his wholehott, both
foreen and atio hoxiemen,and chargen them to kil them
: ail.ypho ‘with all foxecict vpon them, thep makmgnore=
fikance, but howyagowsue theivarmont, yelded they
pucs tothe perfeentoys, and offeredto tham theyy naked

bobics.
The cone victorat the fame tyme wag 1ot of that bande, nop yet
fantbold-  ghewy anty fontdioue, but one bepng a old fouldinz,and dif=
nesof 7i-  yiffen fop his age. A wich tyinc he conumingiovamly b=
Zorinre-  ponthemasthey weve baketting and making mery with
fufing roeat e oples ofthe holp SYACIYLS, W3S biddeu tofit Dowone

withthe ey ehem » and el afking the caue ofthat theiv (o great
crusll per- 2 ciopfing,and ynderilatding the rut ticrof, deteficd the
the whiche  GUELTES,and Leaied £ cate outh them.<nd then being de=
he wasalfo ntaunded of thewn whetherbappily he werea Chultian op
flagne. nosopenly confelied and denicd not,but that he was achi-
Pidor Mat- {tian,and cuct would be, And theeupou they tulhing bpa

L. bim, Riilcd bim, andmabe him pavenct of the like BJar=
tyidome andhonour, o ‘
The num- Beda inbis hiftory writeth,that this peviecusion bepng
berofrhe  Mmbes Dioclefian,enduted bnto thefeucnth yere of Conftan-
Chiiftians  tinus, 2D Eufeb Lib 8.cap.s fapth, thatic lafted vntdi the p.
increafed  peare of Confluntinus. 3it WASNOL Vet oue peace from the
forall this  pay iy wbich Dioclefian @& Maximianus iopning themfelues
perfecutio. o xerher, begantheir perfecution,when that they fawe the
minbet of the Lhufhans tather to cunceeale thon to dinu=
nith, norwithftandingail the cenelty thateuer they coulde
{hew, and naw were outofall hope o2 the viter totpng
Dieclefin  gutofthem,which thing was the caufe of eheiv ficl entev=
and Maxi-  pife,and had notw eucu theer ill of bloud, andlothedasit
minian wete,the fheoving thevent, thep cealed at the laft oftheyr

weretyred  ploNE aCC01D toputany no cpittianstodeatd 2 Wut pet of
with perfe- - g great mubtitnde they did tipul out theie right cyes, aud
cutionand  ypaomed theit leftlegsat the hamme with a feaving ivon,

aue vp i i finettals;not fomuch fo
€ v} conpesnning them to the vunes ofnettalg:not o b oy
éhof::‘“g‘ the vicof tl)%iv labour, asfo the defive ofafflicting them,

Anathis was the donencic and veleale ofthe crucltie of
thole Brinces, whichlapdthat it was not mecte that the
cities Sowid be defiled with the bloub of citizens, and ta
make the Emperours highnefle tobee delaimed twith the
. name ofceuelty, but to Hew hisprincely beneficence and

Ewfe lib.3. ieralitic toallmen Eulebius,LibS.capro
¢ap.ia, yohen Dioclefianus and Maximianus had raighed toge=
ther @MpPerours tuenty yeares and onc(Nicephorus faith
grif.peares) at length Dioclefian put himiclfe from bis nn=
peeiall dignitie at Nicomedia,and lined at Salona,Maximini -
anus at Mediolanum, aud{ed both of thEa priuate life mthe
3og.peareattct Cinilt, This frange and mernalons al=
teration gaueoceafion, and o cameto pafle, that within
An ot fpace after, there weee inehe Ixomaine comma welth

‘o many gmpcroursatonctyme,

309- Jnthe beginning of this peefecution, you heardhow
Dioclefian bepng made Zmperont, tooke 1o hittt Maximinde
an. Ao how thefe two goterning as Lmperours toge=
ther,chofe other two Cafars Yriderthem, to Wwit, Gulerius
Maximinus & Conftantius the fﬂtbttproni}:ar}n_ne thegreat,
Thusthen Dioclefian taigning with Maximinian, inthe 19,

_peave of his raighe, began bis fuvious perfecntionagaint
the cpiftians, wholcraigneafter the fame continued not
Gale.Maxi- 1ong. FFopfottplcaled Bodto putfuchafnatiicin the tp=
minus. rants routh, that within two yearesafeer,he caufed both
Conflantivs Hin and Maximinian (fo2 wobat caufe he knoweth) to geue
Emperours. guerbis Fimperial futction,and fotovomapne notascim-
Maximimns_yeronts any more,butas pivate perfonces. Sochat they
Sewerus,  bepngnoto difplaccd and difpollefled,the Fmperial domt-
Conflanti- yignremayned 1o Conflantius & Galertus Maximinus,obich
#us,Cefars  typoDenided the whole fgonarchic herwene them: o that
-~ Maximinus fhould gouetnethe £aff countreys, g Conftin-
tius the Yoot partes, WBut Conflantius agamodeft Prince,
onelp contented with the Jmpevial title,vefufed Fitaly aud
QApbaike,contenting himiclfe only with frraunce, Spaine,

he names
of the ty-
rantes.
Dioclefian,
Maximins=
#n Empe-
rors depo-
fed.

and Britaine, Wherefore Galerius Maximinus thofe o hym
his two fonties Maximinus anb Seuervs. Likewifc Conftan-
tius tayke Conftantinus hig fontic, Cefar vuver bum. Jju the
meane tyine, whtle Maximinus with Hig twd Caefars were
i Alia,the Romaine fonlvionrs fet by fo) thew canpevont
Maxentius the {onne of Maximisian, Wba had defore depolcd
banfelfe. Againft whom Maximinus tic Lmpereat ot the
Zaft,fent his fonme Seuerus, W.;ith Seuerus Wwas Gayne Wy
thefame voyage of Maxentius. 31t whole place then Maxi-
minus take Licinius. gnd thefe were the Fmperonts and
Cefars, Wwhich fuccceding after Dioclefian, 811D Maximiniun,
mofecuted the tglk of that perfecution, wiieh Dioclefian &1d
Muximinian befofE¥tgun, duryng neave the ipace otfeucn
02 biij.peares, whichwas to the peave of onv L o2de, 318,
Sance onely that Conftantius with his fotine Confluntinus,
wag no great docethevin, but tathcramaigancr and a
fupporecy ofthe Lhufians, 10h:ch Conftantius furnanicd
Chlorus fo3 bis palcnetie, was the fonne 0i Eutropius, ana
of great noblivie of the IRmnaitie nagon, as Lzws aflivs
meth. e cune of the lpne of Aneas and Claudiatie pangh=
terof Clandius Anguftus. Zhis man had not the defive of
geeat and nighine dommion, and thercioe parted he the
Zanpive with Galerius,and would vude but in Fravce, B
taine, and Spayne, refufingihe otherhingdones e} the
troublciome and bifficult goucrnment sfthciame. OLber=
wile he wasaidnce, ag Eutropius maketh befceiption of
bim,verpexceticnt, cinitlmecke, gentle,iserall, and velis
TOUS t0 DY GO Liito thoie ikt had any pruare augyoxtic
Budceht.«ind &8 Cyrus ance fayd,that be gate treaiurc =
nough,obenhemade his friendes rich : enenfottis fapd
that Conftantius wouid often tynes fay, that it Lsevc betrce
that bis tubiccss hadtecauee, théhe 1o haue it inhistrea=
fuve houle, Aifo he was by natuve {uthled with alittic, Jy
fomuch, thache bicd tocate and drinke incavthen velitls
(which thing was conntcd in Agathocles the Sictlian , a
great conunendation) and if atany tyng cauic reguived ta
garnilh g table,be wonid fend fop plate and othecfuri-
tuee to his frendes, Lo thele verines headded petanioe
oty sinement, that is,deuotion love,andaffection to=
watds the wod of {503, as Eufeb.Lib.8. cap.13. affivneetd,
after wbich vevrues enfucd great peace aud reanquilhiic
inall hisd10ninces s By which wodehe being guided,
neitherlenicd any watrtes conuttary'topictic and cpzifitan
veligion, neither he aided anye other that Bid the fame:
neither deftroped he the churches, but commaunded thae
the chriftians fould be preferued and defended, and kept
them fafe from all contumelions iniies, And oben that
inthe other furitdictions of the Lmpive, the congregatios
Yocre molefled with perfecution, as Sozomenus declarctd,
Lib.x cap.6. heonly gauclicence sntothe Khiltians tolive
after theiv accuftomed maner, This wondetfull acte ofhis
follotoyng, befives other, doth Metothat he wasa fincere
wolipper of the chpiltian veligion.

Thotetobich bace the chicte offices among the Lth=
tiikes, brauc out of the emperos court all the godly Tihri=
ftians : wohetupon this enfucd, that the Bmperors them=
felucs at thelaft, were deftituce of helpe, when fuche woere
diuen away,which vteelling inthetr courees, and lyyng
agodly Iyfe,ponied onttheic pravers vnto 150d fo2 P po=
fpevous eftate and health both of the Lmpire & Emperor.
Conftantius therefoze mindyig at a certapne tyme 9 1y
whatfinccre and good Chpitiaus he haoyet inbys convte,
calicd togethet all hys officcra and fceuannes i the e,
fayning himfelfe to chufe out fieh a5 osutvdofacritice to
oeuils,and that thole only Homid dlocil theve ¢ keep theiv
officcs,and that thoie which would vefufe rodace the fne,
Thould be thaut out ¢ banilied the conet. At this appdiist=
ment,all the coutticrs deuided theleiues into compinues:
The Emperor matrked which were the conffantcll ¢ god-
lic fromvtherend: And voheniome fayd thatthey wauid
willingly dofacrifice,other{oine apenly and boltdy Teuicd
to dothefame ¢ Then the Emperoy (harply vehuked thole
which toere o redy todoe fac:fice, & {udgeathonas talle
traitsrs vuto Hod, accountyng thein vitoorthy toliee in
big court,tobich were fuch traitoys to Badand ubwith
conumanmded thatthey only Mould be baztlhed the e,
Bue greatly he conunended them, which veflsv roboe fa=
crificcand confefed Bod, affitinpng that thew onely Wweve
toothy tobe aboutaprince, ouhoith conunaunbing thé
that thenceforsh they fould bethe teisfiy conndellng and
vrféders both ofhis perfon & hingbont, laving thus much
moze,that they onely were tosehy to be m affice, whane
bemightinakeacconut ofashig aduved friends, andthat
bemetteto hane themm i moaceftimation then thefubfisee
beban inhis teeafuvie, Enfebius thaketh mention heveof i
bis fivlt booke of the life of Conftantiug, and alio Sozomenus
tbis 1, bokcand s,chap, )
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