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ith this Conflancins w25 ioynen(as hath bene afores
fapd) Galerius Maximinus,a tnan as Eutropius atiirmctl), ve=
rp ot and a palltng good fouidio; ¢ Fuithermne, & s
uourer of wifc and Ieavacdinen of 3 qutct dupofian, not
¥igolons,but inhis donkeuncde, wherof be twouidisone
after vepent hiin, as Victor wureth, whcther he meancth
Maximinus th¢ tather, 62 Maximinus bisfonne, itis vuccr=
tapne, Bui Eufebius fatee stherioiic veictibeeh the conbisi-

ons of hin it is vug, boke,and firtt chaptet. Fo e fapth -

Betoas ofa eymannicall vifpofition ; Tye feavemille ran
thatmight be, and cnvious mallmagteali tupeethiion , in
fomuch that withoue the ditunatiss aud aunfweres ofoi=
urishe v nothing atal,e thereinze hegaue grea of=
fices and vignityes to cichaunters, Srurticrmopc that he
aBrn cractoz and cxtoztioner of the iLitisens , liverall
tathole that weve fatterers, geucn tofucfering and rioge,
& great drinker of wine, and ut hisfittions biouniennclic
- wofbifie a madman,a Ribaud, anadulterer, which came
ro 10 ity but be vambyed vivgins e defled mens w fues,
Zo couslude he was fo great an idolater s that he buile vp
Tomples ineusty Lity,and vepapacd thofe that were fai=
len ingreardecay s and be chole out the moft woxthielt of
is poirticall &Y agirates tobe theidols priefies, and b=
nied thatthey thould exccute that their office Yoith great
antba;u&y and dignitp.and allo with warlike pormpe. But
13 Liniltian pietpand teligion hewas motineenimc,and
B1the Zak Thuvches crercited cruel petfecntion,and vicdp
asegecationers of the famc,Peh‘cctius,%intianus,anh The-
otechnus befide others. )
fotwithRanding he was atlength tenoked from bis
erncity by the inf iungcmétanbpnm(hmm ofBod, FFop
be was fodenly vered with & fatall vifeafe moft filthy any
beipecate, twhich diftate to defcribe wag Yery feaunge,ta=
king thefirR beginning inbis ficlh outwarnly , frd thence
i p0cceacd mozeanvinoieto the wrward pavts ofbis bo=
oye, Fopinthe piny memb ers Ofhis bovy thee happencd
Vit hin afuddapnie putrificatid, and afeer in the bottome
ofthe lame a botchy corrupt bile witha fFiltula,cdhuming
geating vp bisentrals, out of rise Wwich came fwacming
fouth an inasnerable inulticude of live, with fuch apeftifc:
tous fhinche that o man conloe abive bim, and {5 tmuche
mae , for thatall the grofenefie of his body by cbornvance
ofincatbefoze be fell 1k, was trned alfo o a fatswhich
fat now putrified , and &:’uckmg wasio vgiome and bor=
tible, tharnonethat came to b coulde abive the ligye
theveof, By reafon whereaf,the Ibilitions wbich hav him

killcth hys phi. 8 clite,fome of the not able to abive the intolierabic ftinch

fuions,

Maxpninns .
‘corntermannd

1n the behalfe

«fthe Chnitia
ans,

Wwerecommantocd to be flapne, Dherfome becauie they
couln not beale himn being fo fwollen and paftope of cure
wereaiio coucly pue to vearh., At length being put e
membraunce that bis dilcale was fent of: 1Bod,bebeganto
forethuike the wickednefic that be hav vone agapnftthe
fapuies of 500, and fo conung agayucto anicife, fict
conicdeth buto god ail his offenices, then caltfng thesn b=
S0 him which tcreabont bitn, foathwith commaunoed at
meito ccalefeom the periecutions of the Lhittians. IKe-
aniziRg moreoner thatthey fhonid fer Bphis Jnperiall
pradamanis, forthe reftormgand veedpliyng oftheic 6>
pleg, and that they wonld obtayne this ofthe Lhuftians,
ntheivadembles (which withoutail feave and Doubt they
anight be bolge tosmake ) that thep touly denantly pay
- tothepy Bob for the Eanperont Thenforthwith was the
perieention fayen,and the Fmperiatl moclamations i -
wery Lity toerefee vp, coneapnmg the vetraction o2 conrr~
termaund ofthofe thinges which agayntt the Lhiftiang
tocre befoge decveed, the copy twberestentinth.,
Q@mun&ﬂ other thinges which foz the benefite ann czo
© modity ofthe conunon weale we eftablifhed, we cmanm-
ted o reforme all thinges accorning to theauncientlawes
-~ And puhlicke diftipline of the X omaines T and alfo to vie
this polliey, that the Thiftians which bad forfaken the cee
ligion of their forefatbers Moulp be oughtagapne tothe
TIGHL Wwayp, For fuch phacafticall fingularity was amongft them,
that thofe thinges which their elders had receiued and allowed,
they reie@ed and difillowed » deuifingeuery man fuch lawes as
they thought good, and obferued the ame, affembling in diuers
places greatmultitudes of people.
 Therefore when our forefiid decree was proclaymed, many
there were that felt the penalty therof, and many being troubled
thetefore {uffered many kindes of death . And becaufe we fee yer
that there be many which perfeuere in the fame,, which neither
geue due worthip vato the Celeftiall Gods neither réceiue the
God of the Chriftians , we hauing refpect to our accuftomedbe..
" nignitie, wherewith we are wont to theve fauour vnto all men,
* thinke good in this cane alfo to extend ourclemencye, that the
Chriitians may be agayne tollerated » and appoynt them places,
ehere againe they may meet together, fo that they doe nothing

contraty to publick order and difcipline By an other Epiftle we
meane to prefcribe vato the iudges,what (1) be cpnuenient for
them to do.Wherefore zecording as this our bountifull clemen.
ciedeferueth,let them make intercefsion to Godfor our health,
comimon weale,and for themfelys , thatinall places the ftute of
of the common weale may be preferued,and thae they themfelues
may be able f: afely to liue within theiy bondcs.Enfeé.l,é. Fucap Bl Enfch s g,
tmo. o ] cap Glr, -
Butone ofhis inferioy officers Whole nane was alto

Maximinus, a5 not well pleaicd whenthis ountctmand
wasidublifled thoughoue ali Qia, aud the Poninces
wherchehad 1000, Vet be beiug qualified bp this example

thatit wasnot ‘onuenientfor hun to repugn the pleafure
ofthofeiBinces tobich ban thethicfe authozity 85 Conttan.

tus A0 Maximinus |, {et forth of bimfeitc ng DIt touching

the fame : but commannnen bis officers in the picfence of

others, that they Mould fomewohat Bay teomehe periecy-

lt:f& of tlﬁ?b}tf_ﬂans: ?{, h?:)l;’clt;nmnumzmlwncm ofthe

VIOUL Maximinus , cach of thet gaue ingefl; (€ VLS Sabjmusi
their fellowes by their letters, But Sabinus Lul% thenas the fauu::
mongf thewn all,ban the chickelt office anp Diguitte : tohe of thechria
fubfiitutes of cuery countrep > wa0te Bp bisletters the “.“’"’f""*
emperours pleafure i this wife, lihech the
- The maieftic of our moft gratious and Souerajone Lordes deerce.

the Emperours , hath lately decreed with fpeciall diligence and
deuotis,fo induce all men to an vniferme Iife,{o that they which
feemed to diffent from the Romaine cuftome by 1 firaunge ma-
ner of liuing, thoulde exhibite to the immortall Gods their dye
and proper worthipp , but the wilfull and obftinate minde of dj.
uers {o much,and fo cétinually refitted the fame, that by no Luyy-
full meanes they might be reucked from their purpofe’, neither
made afraidby any terror orpunithment. Becaufe therefore it fy
came to pafle, that by this meanes many put themfelues in perily
andjeoperdy : The maieftie ofopr foueraigne Lordes the Empe-
rours according to their noble pietie, confideting that it wasfar
from the meaning of their princely maietties that fuche thinges
thouldbe , whereby fo many men and myche people mou}d‘l")e,
deftroyd, gaueme in charge that with diligence 1 thoulde write
¥ntoyou, that ifany ofthe Chriftizns fromhenceforth fortune
to be taken in the exercife of their religion, that in no wife yoy
moleft the fame, neither for that caufe vou dbe judee any man
worthy of punithment: for that in al] this time ithadly eniden tye
appeared that by no meanes they might be allured from fych wil-
fulneffe. It is therefore requifite that your witdome vrite voto
the Queftors,Captaynes , and Conftables of enery City and vil
lage,that they may know it not to be lawfull for them , or any of
them,to do contraty to the prefcript of this commaundement,
neither that they prefume to attemptthe fame, Zufeb. /5.9 cap.l,

 The gouctuonrs therefore of eniery prouince , fuppo=

ofthe Emperour,did fic anucrtifethereof, ¢ tufcail

agammuitionde: Afterthat they relcalen a’xmbfet atiihct(:
tyeall fucheprifonicrs A8 Were condesnpned to the mereail
s, & to perpetuall impy forn g fop theivfapth, thinis-
mgtherbp(where invcen they tuere Becewied) that the do=
g thercofwombd wei pleafethe Limpern. This therfore
feemed to themas bulogtien fo3, andas tight to trauciicrs
ntaoarcke night, They Sathet themfelnes to etherime=
uery Lity, they call thete Synodes and counf , fEmeh
macueliat the fodden chaunge andaiteracion, Zhe Fini=
bels themfeines cytoll the otelp aud tene Bod ofthe chi=
fians, The Chittiang teecine agapne all their fornerii-
bertie, andfuchag fellaway beforemthe tyime of perfect-
tiot,tepent thembelnes anp after penannce bone, they re-
turned agaytieto the ongregation . Rowe the Lhnittis
ausreiopeed in encey Citty, pravling BHod with bymues
G Ifalmes, Eufebius ibidem. T i Was amaruailous fo-
Daine alteration ofthe Lhureh, froms mofkvubappy fate
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them to affemble aup cngrcgatc I hRrchyares shber
! at he fent cevtapne Bgifoveants
bto the Athenians, tg follicite themn agapnft the Chyiftic
ans,and to ponoke themto afie ofbinas g chce
and ggcqt teWard, thathe wonly notfufferany Chuttian
toin bttetntl)mcoz;ntrcy:anbamongcfttbmmasnnc
Theotechnus,amoft icken micreant, an inchauneer N
amoftveadly enciny agaynitthe Chultians, Be fickmave
the way wherehy the Lhitiang wereput ont of credite,
anbaccrfed to the CrOu, 1o tohich fraud aifp becrec=
teda certapnc ivoll of Jupteerto e worhipped of the in-
£haunters anb coniurers , and mmglen the fane wo-
ngmnbcemnnms,fnunnmima letoitcheraft. Zafts
v, e;aufcnﬂ)cfaxmjlnnuwsm this fouwd out of;
mouth,

The deves
lith pivaiife
of Theo-
rechmms,



