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T he fir§t Booke conteyning the X. firf} perfecutions,

token of fortitude, 3 haue vefened and delivered ou Citic
from the yokie of the tyraut.Eufeb lib.y.cap 5.

1By this beauznlglmctum of Conftantinus, and by the
beath of Maxentius no litele tranqullity cune to the church
of Linit, Althonah nottoithEading i the aft churches
the ffoune of this tenth perfecutid tvas notyes altogether
qutcred, bue that fome taile theveof tn thole pavtes romais
1D ) thefpace ofi, 0 ifj.yeare, WButof this tweminde to
{peate (CHlt willing) berealter. Jin themeane keaforn,to
teturue againe to the ypeft pavtes heve i urope, wheve
Conftantinus then had moft todoe, great tranquillitic fol=
Lotwed,and long cBtinued i the churey without any spen
flaughter, fora thoufande peates together (to the time of
Tohn Wickliffe and Waldenfes, agisbefoze touchen) by the
wncanes ofthe godly beginning of good Conftantinus, Wwho
withbis fellow Licinius, being nota fablithed intheie o=
minion, eftlones fet fwuth thewr generall proclamation oy
ehict,not coffraining thevein any man to any veligion,bue
geuing liberty o all men, both fo2 the Chriftians to perfift
w thew profeliion without any danget, ano for other men
frecly toadioyne wyth them,, whoioeuct pleafed. yobich
thing was very wel taken,and bigbly aliotwed ofthe 130>
tnaines,and al wife men, The copie of the Bvict 03 conlti=
tutionheve enfueth,

The copie of the Imperial conflitution of ConfFantinus and Licinius,
for the eitablishing of the free worfbipping of God, after the
Chriitian religion,

N Otlong agone e weying with our felues, that the libertie
and freedome of religion ought not in any cafe to be prohi-
bited,but that free leaue oughe tobe geuento euery man to doe
therein according to his wil and minde,we haue giuen comman«
dement to all men to qualifie matters of religion us they them
felues thought good, and thatalfo the Chriftians fhoulde keepe
the opinions and fuith of their religion. Butbecaufe that many &
fundry opinions by the fame our firft licence fpring and increafe
through fuch libertie graunted, we thought good manifeftly to
adde thereunto,and make plaine fuch things, wherby perchance
fome of them in time to come, may from fisch their obferuaunce
be let or hindered. When therfore by profperous fuccefle,I Con-
ftantinus Auguftus, and 1 Licinius Auguftus came to Mediola-
num, and there fate in councell vpon fuch thinges as ferued for
the vtiliticand profit of the common weale, thefe things smongft
others,we thought woulde be beneficiall to all men, yea and be-
fore all other things we purpofed to eftablifh thofe things, wher-
in the true reuerence and worfhip of God is com rehended, that
is,to geue vnto the Chriftians free choife tofollovve ywhat reli
gion they thinke good, and whereby the fame finceritie and ce-
leftiall grace which is in euery pluce receaued , may alfo be em-
braced and accepted of all our louing fubie¢ts.According there-
fore vnro this our pleafure vpon good aduifement and founde
fudgement,we haue decreed, that no man fo hardy, be denied to
€hufe and followe the Chriftian obferuance or religion: Butthat
this libertie be geuen to euery man, that he may apply his minde
towhat religion he thinketh meete himfelfe , whereby God may
performe vpon vsall his aceuftomed care and goodneffe. To the
mntent therefore you might knowe that this is our pleafure, wee
though it neceffary this to wryte vto you,whereby all fisch era
rours 2nd opinions being remooued, which in our former letters
(being fent vnto you in the behalfe of the Chriftians) are con-
teyned, and which feeme very vndifcreeteand contrary to our
clemécy,may be made fruftrate & adnihilate.Now therfore firm-
Iy and freely we will and commaunde,that euery man haue a free
libertie to obferue the Chriftian religion , and that without any
riefe or moleftation hee may be fuffered to doe the fame. Thefe
ﬁﬁngs haue we thought good to fignifie vnto you by as plaine
yvordes as wemay,that we haue geuen to the Chriftians free and
abfolute power to keepe and vie their religion. And foras much
as this libertie is abfolutely geuen of vs vnto them, to vfeand
exercife their former obferuance, ifany be fo difpofed , it is ma-
nifeft that the fame helpeth much to eftablifhe the publike tran-
quillitle of our time, euery man to haue licence and libertie to
vfeand chufe whatkinde of worfhipping he lifthimfelf. And this
is done of vs onely for the intent, that we woulde haue no man to
be enforced to one religion more then sn other. And this thing
alfo amonEﬁ others we haue prouided for the Chriftians, that
they may haue againe the poflefsi6 of fuch places,in which here-
tofore they haue bene accuftomed to make their affemblies, fo
that if any haue bought or purchafed the fame either of vs, or of
any other:the fame places without either mony or other recom-
pence,forthwith and without delay we will to é’e reftored againe
vnto the fayd Chriftians. And ifany man haue obtained the fame
by gift from vs,and thall require any recompence to be made to
them in thatbehalf:Then let the Chriftians repaire vnto the Pre-
fident (being the iudge appoyntéd for that place) that confide-
sation may be had of thofe mé by ous benigniticial which things

we will and commaunde , thar you fee tobe geuen and reftored
freely, and with diligence vnto the focietie of the Chriftians, 411
delay fetapart. And becaufe the Chriftians themielues arevn-
derftoode to haue had not onely thofe places wherein they were
accultomed to refort together , butcertuine other peculiar pla-
ces alfo, not being priuate to any ene man, but belonging tothe
right of their congregation and fociette:you fhall fee alfo g thofe
to bereftored vato the Chriftians, thatis to > to enery felloyy.
fhip and company of them, according to the decree, whereofwe
haue made mention, all delay fetapart. Prouided that the order
wve haue taken in the meane time be obferued, that ifany (taking
o recompence)fhall reftore the fame lands and poflefsions they
fhall not miftruft but be fure to be faed harmelefle byvs. in all
thefe things it thall be your part to employ your diligence i the
behulfe of the forefuyde companie of the Cﬁri(ﬁans,v?hereby this

our commaundement may fpeedely be accomplithed,and 4lfo in .

this cafe by our clemencie the common und publike €a

be preferued.For vndoubted y by this me ancf,as befofr’e v:: }:lei
fayde,the good will and fauouir of God towardes vs (whereof in
many cafes wehaue had good experience) fhall alwayes conti-
nue yvith vs. And to the intent that this our conftitytion may be
notified to all men,it hall be requifite that the copie of thefe ‘our
lettersbe fet vp in all places,that men may reade and knowye the
ﬁmcl,éeaﬁ any go&xld beignorant thereof,

Y thele hpliories 5 doubtnot(gwd veader)but tho

boeft vight well coliver and behold with thy ftlfc) the nt?arg

ucilous working of Bob bis mighty powet: to feefoma= d

up LMPErours at one time confpreed ann confederate to-
gethevagaintt the Lozo andhis T annoynted, ml;oan
names befoze we baue vecited, as Dioclefian, Maximinian
Galerius, Maxentius, Maximinus, Seueruys, Licinius, toho l)a.:
uing thefubiection of the tohole oD bnder tieit domi-
nion, didbende aud extenne theit whole might aud deuj=
{es, toeptirpate the name of Chut, and of all Lhultians,
Yobevews i the power of man conld haue Preuailed, what
couldethep notboe 2 o iwbat coulde they doc moze theu
thep did? Jf policic op deniies could haye ferued,what po=
licie wag thevelacking 2 Ff couments 02 paines of death
could hauehelpen, what ceuelty of toament by san could
be inuented, which wag notatteempeed: Jflawes, evictes,
puclamations, optten not onely intables, but ingraucy
mbale, could baue ftande, all this was pactifed againft
the weake Thultians, dnd pet notiwithRanding, to fec
howeno counfaile can fanp againft the Love, noteheere
boto all thefe be gone,and yet Thyilt and his Lhurch doth
lande. SFnl, of the taking away of Maximinian pouhaue
beard,allo ofthe beach of Seuerus,of the Drownimgmozeo=
uct of Maxentius, wmongh hathbene fapve. Yobataterrible
plague was ¥pon Galerius, confiming his pringe mem=
bers with Lice, hathbene alfo deferibed, Zotoe Dioclefizn
the quondam bemg ac Salona, hearing of the mocecdings
of Conftantinus, and thishis Eoict, cither foy {nrow diep,
nagfomefay oip poylon himfelfe. Dnely Maximinus ot
inthe Zal partes remained aline, whobare a deadly ba=
teed agatxx!t the Chtians, and nolefle cxprefled thelame
topth mozall perlecution, to whome Conftantineand Lici.
nius CANIED this conftiturion of theirs to be delineren < at
thefight tuhereof, although hee was fometwhat appeicn,
and defeated of his purpoie: pet foralmuch as be faw him=
feife too woeake to vefi the authopitic of Confiantinus and
Licinius the fupcriour 1dzimces : Hee diflemnbled bis comn-
terfetpictic,as though bee himfelfe bad tenvered the quice
ofthe Thittiang s DICCCting dotone a certatie decree in the
bebalfe ofthe Lhiltians, wherein hee pacccaneth to torpte
10 Sabinus afozementioned , fivlt repeating oneo him the
founer dectee of Dioclefian ad Maximinian infeto wordces,
Tith the comumandement therein contained touching the
pevfecutionagaintt the Chuftians, After that bee vecitetd)
the Decree which he himiclemave againgt them, whenbe
came fivft ta the iinpeiall dignisic in the Laft part isyned
wpth Conftantius. Then the Countermannd of an othee
ecree of his agapue , foy the velcuing of the Lhifti-
ans, wpth fuchfapned and pretenten @uics, as is mthe
famne to be {eenc. Afrer that declaveth hotwe he tonuningto
Ficomedia, atthe fute and fupplication of the Citizens
(which healfofained, as may appeare before) heapplying
to theit {nte, touoked thar his founer @vice, ann graunted
themthatno Chriftian Hould dwell within thewr Citie 03
tervitones. Wpon which Sabinus alfo had geuen foth big
letters, vebearfing withali the generall ecountermaunne
fentfqitb by binfoz the perfecution againe of the Lhyifti=
ans, Laftofall noweheclenveth downe againean othet
Sucrecountermaund,with the caules thevein conteyned,
touching the fafetie of the Lhriftians, and tranqnillitie of
them : Lommaunding Sabinus to publifh the fame, yobich
edict ofhis i atlavge fet fonth of Enfebius,lib, s.cap.o. 1But
this Surreconnterinaunde bee chendiffimuled, as he hap
done
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