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acenfed b ag gteaitonr and euimie tohim. Atchefict,

accoding as the feviptuce teachety he prepared hun feife
tofice. But when he perceiued that there were certame of

A Therrueconfci- His Kinfimen o frynds appieheded in his feed,vetnming

ence of Mar-
oxs Arthufius,

agayue of his ovone accord heoffred humlelfcto thole that
thiviicd for his bloude. whome whenthep bad gotten ag
menueither ppuyng bhis ofd age & wone peares,nozaba=
hep at his vevtnous comuerfation, heing aman fo avonr=
ned both with doctvine g maners, fivk trypthim naked,
& pittifullp beate bim, then within a while after, they caf
bimneoa foulefilthy finke, ¢fromthence beingbroughe,
they caufeo boyes to thaulthun in with Marpned ickes,
mabe for the nonce to prouske hispaine theanoze. Latiy,
they puthon intoa balket, and being annointed with ho=
np, & baoth,thep bung bimabyoad in the heate of the funne
ag meate fop wafpesand flies tofecde vpon, And all this
extremity they feocd vuto hin,fo2 that thep wouldeens
fozce him todo one of thele things (pis either co budd vp-
againep cemple, wbich he had deftroied y 03 ellE toginelg
muchmoney as fhouid pay oz the buildmg of y fame: bue
euen ashee purpoled with him feife to Muffer ¢ abive theyy
grenous topnents, o vefufed he 1o doe that they demann=
bed ofhim. At thelength they taking himto be bue a poore
matt,and not able to pay fiuch aftvume of mony, pomifcd
to fogine hin the oncalfe, fo that be would be contented
to pap the other balfe, Buthe hanging i the balket woii=
ned pititully with the Barpned ficks of boies ¢ childzen,

Greatciuelty
thewed,

Couctonflnes
the caufe of
cruelty,

and all to be bitcen with walpes @ fAyes, didnotonly con=

teale his painie ¢ griefe,but atfo derided thole toicked ones
and catled them, bafe, low,anderrenepeople,and e him=
felfe to be exaltcd and fet onbigh. Atlength they vemaun=
ping of him but afinailfome of money, heanfioeren thus,
itis agreat toickednesto confer one halfe penye in cale of
impietie,as if aman fhonld befiotw the tbole. Thus they
beyng not ableto yenaple againit hing, et hym downe,
2nd Teaupngbhim went thete waye, {0 that enery man
sigbticarne athis mouth the example of ceue picticand
faithfulnes. )

%ltbougb the tractation of thefe fozefapd fiogies ¢ pet=
fecutions ofidetiia,aboue prenufed,do fivay fomwbat out
of the ozdee & courle of time and place,as obich came nei=
the inihe tune of Conftantine, 10y be pettinent to themo=
navchy of ixome: pet becaule in ehis prclent hikory we ave
inhaud with theholpmartivs and Saintes of Chrilt, for
asmuch as thele alio gaue fuch afaihfull tetimony ofthe
L o1d Ficfus with theiv bloud, 3 thought chereforenot to
pafle themn ouce with fome telimony in this our Latalo=
gue ofhaly BJactivs. Audheve astend of thele perfecutions
of the primitiue chuveh, ,

U1 [ ma? craduenture bematueiled of fome,reading
the nftowy o tgefe foterrible pecfecucions abone fpecified,
why Bod thealmighty divecror ofal things, would fnfler
bis owne peopleand faithfull fecuaunts, beleeuing inhis
pwne atid onely begoticu fonine Jefus , fo cruellye tobee
bannled,lo wrongfuliy to be bered, fo extreemiy to betoy=
meutcdand put to death,& that the fpace of fo many yeres
together,as i thefe forcfatd pevfecutids may appeave. To
the tehich adnitation 3 baue nothing toaunitoere,butto
fap with the twoids of Hierome : Non debemus fuper hac re-
rum iniquitate , perturbare videntes,&c. ypeoughtuotto be
mooued with this iniguitic of things, to fee the wicked to
preuatic againftehe godly:for [omuch as inthe beginning
ofthe worloe we fee Abellthe tulte to bee killed of wicked

dedin  Clindndaftermardlacobbeing thauft out, Efu to teigue
Jhewlckedin  inbisfatherahoute, 3nlike cale the Egyptians with byicke
moft florithand 81D tyle, afflicted the fonnes of Ifael. “Yea andthe Lowe
preuayle, bunfelfe, was hee not ceucificd ofthe Iewes, Barrabas the
- thicfbeinglet ga 2 Time would not fuffifcane, to vecite, @
recken vp howo the godly in this wozld go towacke, the
wicked flonrithingand prenailing, Hiero. 182iefly, hotofp=
euetthe caule hereof proccedeth, whetherfor our ins here
inthis life, 02 how clfe, foeuce, pet this is to vs, ¢ mapbe
toallmen afufficicnt fap, that weave fure thefe afflictions
and pericentions of Hod his people inthis woxlve,notto
coune by any chaunce,02 blinde foyune, butby the prouyp=
dentappointment,and foretwarning of Sod, For{o i the
ol law by the afliction of the childyen of Fifracl, be bath
pefigured thefe perfecutions sthis Chrithians, So by the
wordg of Lhniltes oone mouth in the Hofpell,he did for~
arte his churchofthefe troubles to come. Agamneither
id heluffer thefe fo great afflictions tofall ponbys fer=
uauntg,betoye thathe had premonifhed them fufficicntiye
by fpeciall Wenclattonin the Apocalips of Fobu hig fet-
uaitt, in the which Apocalips he declared vneo bis church
befoze,not onely. what troubles were comming atbande
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butalfoin plapne mber, ifthe wodes of the prophecye

towatd them, ohere, and by tohome, they honlve come, -

T be fir St Booke conteyning the X.firft perfecutions,

be well Ynverkodeallygueth the teue tyne, botwe longe
thefapde petfecutions lyoulde continue, and whey they
fhoulve ceafe, JForasthere is no doubte, but bythe bealt
with feaucn heades, beaving the whooye of Babylon,
Dronkenwyth the bloude of Saintes , isfignificdthe Li=
ticof IWone : S0 iy iudgement, the powet of naking
foztictwomoncths (inthe thicteene of the Apocalips) is
to bee cxpounded,taking cuery Boneth foza Sabboth of

- peares, that is, teckonyng o feauen yeatcs amoneth : fo

thatfozty and twofuch Sabbots of yeares, bemg gatbe-=
ved togithet make vppe the yeres iuft, bettoeene the rune
of Thuftes death , to the laftpeare of the pecfecution of
Maxentius, Wwhen Conftantinus fpghting ondet the banner
“of Lhrift,ouctcame bim, and made an ende of all perfecus=
tion, wythinthe MJonavchpeofmome, Thenwmnber of
which peares, by playne computation come t02.94., to
thewbich 2 o 4., peares, if pecavdethe other fixe yeares,
-Ymber the pevfeention of Licinius in Afia, then itfylieth vp
full the thicchundreth peares, Andfo long continued the
petfecution of Lhriftes people, vnver the beathenticants
and Emperours of the BJonavchic of Iome , accodyng
to thenumber of thefostye two monethes which the beatt
bad potoer to make,pecificdin thethivteenth of the Apo=
calips. SFoz the better epplication whetof, becaufe the mat=
ter,being ofno fmall anpoxance greatly appertemceth to
thepublike vtditic of the Thuveh, @ eaftany hotdde mit=
‘Doubt mederein tofolioto any pinate interprctation of
mine oton, 3 thoughtgod to chmunicate to the 1Rcader,
that,as batl bene imparted to me,in spening thefe miGly=
cali numbers in thefozefayd boke of Beuclation contep=
ned, by nccalionas foliotocth,

183 was in banb with thelc hiftories, and therin cfia
fiverenthe excecding rage of thefe perfecutions, the intole=
rablc toamentes of the bleficd Sawmctes:, o ceuclly rvacke,
vent,topme,and pluckt inpeeces, with all kinde of tortures
papnesand punilhmentes thac coulo bedenifed,moe hit=
terthenany beatb it felfe , 7 coulne not without greatfoz=
totw @ pafio of mivide,bebold theiv forrotwtull afffictions,
o toite of theiv bioudy paffiss. yoberumuchike it hap=
pened to1ne, a5 vid to T.Linius,wbho myiting ofthe watres
of Carthage, was{o moued in the mziting thereof; Acfiin
parte aliqus laboris ac periculi ipfe pariter fuiflet . JFurther 3
proceeded inthe o, & the hoater the perfecutions gretw,
themoze my griefe with them, ¢ for the encrealen,not one=
Ty pitipug thetr wofull cale,but alfo almoft teafoning with
150d, thus thinking like atole with my feife, why Hob of
bys goodnelle would fuffec hys chiidzen and feruaunts,fo
behemently ta be cruciated and affliceed. Jfmoztal things
were goucrned by heauenly proudence (as muft needs
graitcd) why did p icked (o vage & fo2ily, ¢ the godipfo
£0 go t0 wpack? it finneg deferucd pumilymétyet neyther
were they finners alone, & why was theirdeathabone all
other{o harpe and bitter? Atieatt why wouldetheLow
futfer the vehemency of thefe (o horvibleperfecutits to cn-
burefo longrpme agayn@ bys poore Churdy, (hewing to
thé no cevtapne vecennined end oftheiv tribulatias, whee=
by thep knotwing the appopnted determinatid of almighey
150D, withmoze confolarid might cndure out the fame, As
the Flraelites mthe: captivitic of Babilonhad 70, peares
funitted beo them. And vuder Pharao they tocre promifed
adclincraunce out. Ao vnder the Syrian ty2auntes, sz.
Yoeckes wereabriged bnto them, Ducly inthefe pevecu=
tions, 3| couldfinde noend detcrmined,noz lonitation fce
fox theit delinerance . yoberebpd muchmatuciling o my
felfc, 3 fearched the booke of IR cuclaid, tofee tubctgcv anp
thing theremight befound. yobere although-3 well pee=
ceaned , the beatttheve defevibed tolignific the @mpire of
Bome,whichhad potwereo oucvcone the Saintesyet ij=
cetning the tyme @ continuance of thefe perfecutions ns
berthe beaft, | fonnd nothing to fatiffic my doubt . SFoy
albeit 3 cead theve of. 42, monethes, ofa tymic,tynies and
baifc atyme, of 1260.dapes, et all this by computation 5=
minghutto 3.pcares ¢ a halfe,came nothing neave the 1o g
-ontinnance of thefe perfecutivs, which lafied.zoo peares.
Thus being vered and turmoypled it fpivice, about the
veckening, of thefe nimnbers and yeares, itfo bappencd
bpona Sonday inthe morming Iping in myp bed, g mufing
about thefe nitbers, fodely it oas anfwered to my minde,
as with & maiettie, thus inwardly faying within me: thow
foole count thefe moncthies by Sabbots, as the yoeckes of
Danicll ave couseed by Sabbots. The Logde F) take to
witnes thus it was. oherupon thus being admonifyed,
J begantoreckenthe 4.2, monethes by Sabbats,fivft of

monethes,that would notfecne,thehy Sabbots of peres.

‘Yoberin 3 began tofeelefome probable imderftading, et
not fatiffied bevetwith, to haue themateer moze fuve, efr=
foones sepaived to cevtaine Berchaiits, ofinpueacquai=
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