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of the Primitine Churche.

tance. DEwhom dueds departed atrue fapthfull ferndune
of the L ozn,the other twon be pet atine, and witnes hereof,
o whom the ummber of theic forefapd 4.2.monethes, be=
mg propoundcd and examined by Sabbots ofyeares, the
whoteliwnune was foiud to futmount £0 204..yeres, con=
teining the full aud ik cyme of thele forefapd perfecutions

Jow this one clalpe bepng opened, the other numbers
thatfollow,are plaine and manifelt to the incelligent vea=
be to be onberliood, o3 where mention ismade of thace
peaves and abalf: of one tyme, two tines, ¢ balfca rpme,
allo.of zso,dapes, allthelc conte to onc veckoning, & figs
nific 42, monthes, by whichmontbes, as is fayd, is figni=
ficd the whole tyme of thefe prinitine perfcautids, as here
jnouceinay appeare,

4 The mysticall numbers in the

Apocalypsopened.

. { Flrﬁ, where mention ismade, Apocal. chap.11.
MCC’IZX. that the two Prophetes flall prophefie 3260,
Reuelation, dayes. And alfo that the woman fleing into the de-
FINEN fert fhall there befed .-1260. dayes : who knoweth

' not;that, 1260, dayes make threeyeares & a halfe:

that is, monethes 41

Secondly,where we read, chap.11.the bodyes

s of the two forefaid Prophets ihal lye in the ftreetes

Three dayes of the great citie vnbuned, the fpace of ifj. days &

and a halfe, ahalf,and after the faid iij.dayes 8 a halfthey thall

Reucla, reuiueagaine,&c. let the houres of thefé itj, dayes

£ap.1t, and ahalf (whichbe 42.) bee reckoned euery day

fora Sabboth of yeares, orels euery day for amo-

9 neth,and they come to moneths —

e Thirdly,whereas in the fame booke is expref-

A tine, fed that the woman had ij. wings geuen herto flve

aymes and -vnto the defertfor atyme,tymes,and halfe a tyme,

gi!? a geucfor one time,one yere, or one day:fot ij.times

Reuela, 1).yeares,or ij.dayes : for halfe atyme, halfea yere,

cap.Ia. | orhalfaday. And (o itis manifeft that thofe three

yeares & a halfe,mounteth to monthes ———42

L Ae 1 Fourthly,account thefe 42.moneths «forefaid

Xl mo- { (which thebeatt had power to make. Apoc. 1x.)by

cares and 2 Sabbors of yeares,thatis,vij yeares for amoneth :

afe. . 4 oreuerymoneth for feuen yeares,& it amounteth

Reuclcap, + \ tothe fumme ofyeares 294
ik

And fohaneyethe ik pearcs,dayes, times, gmonths

ofthefe foreiaid perfecutions bnder thebealt,ucicher fhozs

gernoy longse,veckoning from the veath of Fohn Wapid

Snver Derone the IRomainking to the cnde of Maxentius,

and of Licinius,if. laft great perfecutors,the one inthe yoet
the other in the Lalk, yoho weve both vanquifhed by gods
19 Conftantinns. b {0 peace oas geuen tothe Thurch,al=

~ Beit not in fuch ample wife,but that dinees tumuites and

sroubles aftervoard enfucd, bue thep laffed not long: ¢ the

- chicfumt,to fpeake of thefc Womatn peelecutions, which

Ezech.cap.

the holy ghoft eipecially confidered aboue all other,inthis
big Wenelasid this ended, i the time ofthis Conftantinus,
Then was the great Dragon the deuill, to witte, theficree
Tage ¢ power of bis malicious perfecnting, ticd fhoat foz
athoufand yeres after this, (o that hecould not preuaile in
uchoat,but that the powerand glow of the gofpel by
~Hittleandlitleencreafing and fpreading with great iop and
tiberric,fo preuailen that atlength it got the bppechand, &
veplenithedthe whole caveh,vightlp verifipng thevetn, the

. Yoatey of €3echicl, vobich iWuing out of the vight fide ofthe
aulter,the farther it van,the deepet it greww, sl at length it
replenifued the whole Decan Sea, ¢ healed all the filhes
therin, Mo otherwwile the coutie of the Bolpell procecding
of inall ghard beginnings kept Rill his Areame,themoze
it was toppen,the fwifter it vaume s by bloud itfeeded, by
beath it quickned 3 by cutting it multiplicd, thaough vio=

- lenee itfprong tiltae lafk outof thraldome and oppreflid it

braft foxeh intoperfect 1ibertie, & florithed inal profpevitie,
bav it fo bene,that the chyiftiang wilely ¢ mnbevatlg;uuln
baue vied this et glibertic, @ notabufed the fame, forget-
ting théicfoumer eBate to their oton pride, pomy & wozld=
Iy caic,as it came afterward topafle, wherof more is to be
feene & fin(the od willing) in place @ tine conuenient,

Andthus much touching the propheticat! monbers i
the Apocalips. yoberein is to benoted afd inagnificd the
eternatl wildome,and hicprouidenceof almighty Hod, o
Difpofing aud goucening His chuech, that no aduerfitic o3
percbation hapuethatany time Vo it, which bis o=
uident wifcdoane doth nos forefee before & preopdaine, nei=
ther doth hepreordaine 02 determine anpthing, whichhe
bothuotmoft teuly perform, bothioelemg the beginning

.pfFdoles, tohcrenuts he was apvite, byrshe all

offuch perfecutions,andlimiting theend thevof bowo long
Lo contimueand when to coate, Jnmuch like fozt e reade
tnthebokes of Benclis, how the focke of Ffvacl, was,
4o0,pcaves in thelande of Egipte. Durmg the fpace of
which 4.00,peares, after the death of Jlofeph,(whobeaveth
aplapnefigureof Lhutt) they weve harnly mtrearcd aud
ceuclly afflicted of the @giptians, about che fpaceof, 3 o o
peares,veckning from atver thedearh oi Jlofepb , to theic
delinecance out of the bodage of Egpt,femblably as thele
Lhuftians, after Chriftes time futfered the like bonvage
budeethe IR omane tyrauntes.,

Thus much by the way 3| thought to infimtace, leat
any fhondd mule, o0z takcany offéce in himielf tofec oy tead
ofthe Thurch,fo loug & fomanypeares to be vuder fomi=
ferable @ extveme afilictions, Yobeein neither channce noy
fojtune,noy dilpofit'd of man,hath had anp placesbut ones
Ty the forecountaile ¢ determination ofthe £.01 fo gouce=
ned and defpofed the fante. Yobouor only bid fuffcr théto
fall,and fozctec thole perfecutions before they feli: butatlo
appointed the times and peares how long they Hould 1At
& whento baue anende, As by theforefide. 42, monethes
wmthe s3.an0 11, chap.of &, Johns Apocalips haue beene
beclaved, Yobich monethes conteptiing. 204. eates, if thep
berighy gathered,, make the tull cime detweene theficlk
peave ofthe peelecution of £hi0 Buver the Fewes @ He-
rode, till the 1aft peare of perfecuition vuoer Licinivs, Wwhich
wag teom the natinitic of LM, an., 31 4., froin the tnE
peefecution of Thilk, ain. 194, a5 i5 aforefaive. Kier the
which peare,accopsing tothe preozdivsate couniel of Bod,
whenbis feucritic hav beae fulficiently declared vpouhis
ownhoule,it pleafed bin ez Hew nercy sgaine, & tobmd
bp Sathan the old ferpent,accoding to the pr.chap. of the
Weuelation fox the fpace of & thoutaud peares, that is, o
thistime of Licinius,to the titne of Iohn Wickleffe, andIokn
Hufle. Duving all which time, albeit certaine conflicts and
tumnlts baue bene among Chiifian by fhops themfelues
mithe church,pet no vuincvial murdeving perlecutis was
fivving, befoze the preaching of Iohn Wickleffe,0f Hufle,ana
fuch other,as inthe fnreher procede of this hiftory (Linifk
willingand ading vs) hall moze appeare hereatier,

Fhus hauningaclarge difcouried thele hoyrible perfes
cutions paft; and heany afflictions of Chittian BJartys,
notw by the grace of 1500, (Biming out ofthis tedde ea of
bloudy perfecution, leaning Pharac and big hoft behpnbe:
fet vs ling gloziondly to the worthy name of onr god, who
thiough the bloud of the lambe,after long @ tedious afflics
tids atlength,bath Yifired his people with comfoxt, hath
tide bp Sarhan fhoyee, hathfent hismecke Motes (gentle
Conftantine 3 meane)by whom it hath (o plealed the Lo

-to wopke delincraunce to his capive peopie.to fet bis fevs
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nants at libetty, totuene theit noning it iop,to mags:

wnific the chuech of hisfonne, to deltroy the Jnolcs ofal the
woub,to grauntlitc and liberty (and would BHod alio nog
fomuch viches)omto thew which befoze were the abicctes
ofatithe world : andall by the meanes of godly Conftant.
nus,thencckeand mok chritian Lmperour of whofe vis
wine victozies againft fo many tpaunts and Smperones
perlecutoys of Chniftes pco?le, andiattly agaiuft Licinius,
an.24. ofwhofcothernoble actes ¢ prowelles of whoie
bleficd bertucsandhis happy bivth astd progeny, pare we
baue comiprehendev hefoze, part now remaincth (Chik
‘willing)ts be declarcd, ‘
THis Conftantine Wwag the fonne of Conltantiug the
Lavperour,a god and vertnous childe, ofa god and ver-
tuous father,bowne i WBitaine, asfaith Eutropius whofe
BYoother Was named Helewa, daughter, indeede of Wing
Coilus, althongh Ambrofius in his funerall Dration ofthe

death of Theodofius, fapth was an Jinboulders datighter, -

Dewas amof hountitutl and graclons Pzince, baupng
adefive tononrifhelearningand god artes,and did ofien=
tisnes vle to read, wiite,aud fudy himfelfe. Bebabmar-
netlous godfutccetic ¢ pofperonsacchicning of althings
e tooke tn hand, which then toas(and trucly ) fuppofed to
procecde of this, fo2 that be was fo great afausures of the
Lhnltianfapth. yobichfaith when hebadonce eminaced,
be bid cucr afcer inoft denoutly and ecligionfly ceucrence;
and commaunded by cipeciall commiffion and proclama-
tions, that cucry man fhouide profelte thefame Religiotr
thioughout alp omaine L3onavchp. Thewohipping

uresens of
Faufta i wifes info nuch thatbe did facetlice vusro them
aftevtie difcomfite of Maxentius itvbastatle, e ereriyabs
inred, Wut Waprifine he veferved evien Yuto hisolveage,
‘becaule hee han detetnined aioeneyeinto Perlia, anp
thought in Jordantohaue bcene baptifed,Bafebins, ib. 4.,
de vitz Conftantini, ‘ o
As tonching his nacnvall difpolision and wit,He was
. - 3\t Yory
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