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wery cloquent, dgood philofopber, @ indifputation tharp
Thecommon  and ingenious. Hewas accuftomed to fap, thasan Enie
fayiag of perout ought tovefuie no iaboz, fox the vewitic ofthe coms
Conflamtimws.  monwealc: pea,@that to aduenture the mangling ofbys
booy for the cemgedy thereof, but ifotheriwaics te mayebee
" bolpento cherify thelame. This Aurelius,Victor,Pomponi-
us,Letus, & [gnatius waite ofhim.And Alius Lampridus fith
wiiting bppou thelife of Heliogabalus, that Conftantinus
was wont to fape, that aninpire was gien by the ve=
geoninate prepolc of B0, thathe to wboi it was giuen
ould o implophis dikigece, ashe might be thought wo
thy of the fame at the hands ofthe gpuer, Yohich fame fai=
_Angufleontra, ingalio Auguftine noteth itthis 3. boke agame Crefconi-

Crefion epsits us.epilt.4.9.81D 50, . .
49.50, Deficfienceed into the Lmpive, by themercifulnes of
Hod minding after long wancs of dolefull perfecucion to
of teftore Ynto his chnrch peace and teanquilitic, an.31.a8
- Theraygneol ¢ e bius accompteth in bis Thionicle, Bigraigne cotimt=
Cenflavtinis. o as Eutsopius affitmety,o.peares, Letus fairh 32.peates
’ {acking,z.mnonethes. MBreat peace and cranguilitie enioicd
the Lhurche dnder the vaigne of this god Emperour,
which tooke greatpaine and tvauelt oy the prefernation
Fomor  thcveof, SFirt,peaand thatbeforc hehan fubdued Licinius,
g;:off?: befet forth many cvicees fopthe reftitution of the goods of
N hionin:.  thechurch,foz the cenoking of the Chyiltians out of exile,

foy taksingawap the dillenfion of the Doctonurs oue of the
Church.for ehefetting of them free feom publike chavges,
and fuch tike, enen as the copies of his conttisutions here
‘puder becare,tobich Eufebius inhis 10, boke,aud 5, chaps
sev, vepeateth ui this wife,

% The eopy of an Epiftle of Conflantinus, fent to
Enfeb.Lib.10, bisfubiectes inkabiting in the Eaff.

cap. g

V I88or Conflantinus Maximur, Augnitus, 1o our louing (ub-
;¥ jeétes inhabiting throughout the eaft parts, fendeth greting.
The thing it &lfe,which in the fure and moft firme law of nature

is conteyned,doth giue vnto all men (cuen as God hath ordey-

The Jawof na. - ned the fame) fuffictent perfeueraunce and vnderftanding, both
ture made per-  of fitch things as man ought to forefee, as alfo what things pre-
fect,compared fently he ought to meditate.Neitheris there any thing therein to
wvith theknow- - be doubted,of fuch as haue their mindes dire&ed to the fcope or
ledgeof God. o’ ke of perfe@ vnderftanding : fo that the perfect comprehen-
. ding of found reafon,and the perfeuerance thereof,be compared

Lithernesthe - wilE the knowledge of God, being the trueand perfet vertue.
nurfeofigno~ . Wherefore let no wife man be troubled, although he fee diuers
raunce,andig-  men of divers difpofitions. For wifdome which fpringeth of ver-
sorauncethe e~ pye cannot abidesor acquaint her felfe with fonde ideotes, vnles,
eyt W6~ that (on the other fide)the malice of peruerfe lithcrncifprolong
-fy[ ;};ny depri- - herdaies,and caufe the fame Ideocie to furuiue. Wherfore affu-
vithEmpe-  redly thecrowne and price of vertue listh open vnto all men, &
Fours, the mofte mightie God ordereth the iudgement ofthe fame. I
.vndoubred as manyfeltly as poffible is,will endeuour my felfe to

- teftific and confefle vnto you al,the hope which is in me. 1 think

verily that the Emperours which before this time haue latelye

.bene’, euen for their tiranny had the Empire taken from them: &

my father onelye exetcifing and vfing al meekenes and lenity in

his aﬂ‘uires,c:ﬂfing vpon God the father, with great deuotion 8

humility hath beene exalted to the fame.And all the reft, as men

_ wanting their wits, and in comparifon as fauage beaftes, rather

-did giue themfelues to like cruelty,then vnto any lenitie 8 gen-

tlenes towards their fubiects: in which tyranny euery one for his
time being noofeled, viterly fubuerted the true and vnfallible
doCrine. And fo great malice was their kindled in their breftes,
that when all things were in reaccable tranquilitie , they made
‘and rayfed moft cruell and bloudy inteftine or ciuill warres.It is
-credibly informed vs,that in thofe daies, Apollo gaue aunfweres
butnot by any mans mouth, but out of acertaine caue & darke
pluce(faymg)that he was muchdifquieted by thofe that were the
-uft men and liuers vpon the earth,{o that he could or would not
for them,declare a truth of fuch things as others demaunded : 8
Jhereby it came topaffe that fuch fife deninations were geuen
from the golden taples in Apollostemple. And this thing did his
ropheticall pric@implayne of, when he tooke vpagaine the
Eca;e of his head,that éther gad cotemptuoully caft down, 8 that
the neglecting of his diuination was the caufe of fo many euils,
amongft men. But let vs fee what was theende hereof: we now
boldly & withoutall feare inuocate & worfhip the omnipotent
Ged. when Iwasa childe I heard,that he which then was chiefe
Emperour of Rome,vnhappy, yea, moft vnhappy man being fe-
duced,and brought into errour, by his fouldiers , curioufly in-
quired who were thofeiuft men vp6 the earth that Apollo ment:
and one ofhis priefts which was nere about him , made anfivere
that they were the chriftids. This anfwere hereupon vato him be
yngas delectable,as hony vato the mouth,drew the fivord ginen
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vnro him to be a reuenget vpon euill doets and malefaBtouirs 3~
gainft the profeffors of the irreprehenfible fanétimony and rely-
gio‘n. And ftraighit way he gaue forth a commiffion { to bloudy
omicides as I may well cal them ) & gaue commaundement to
all the Tudges,that they fhould endeuour themfelues with all the
cunning they had to the deuifing of more grecuoufer; & fharper
punifhments againft the poore Chriftians.Then,then 1 fay,a man
‘inyght haue feene,how tireatly the honeft profeflors of that reli-
gion ,were molefted with cruelty, and daily fuffered no _fmalin-
turies and contumelies, and that alfo they fuffered and fuftained
the fame with fuch téperancy as thongh t{ey had had no infuries
done vnto them at all. Which temperancie and patience of theirs
was the caufe why the futious citizens wete the more madder &
raging againft them.  What fires, what tortures, whatkinde
of torments were there,but they without refpeéte cither ofage,
or fexe wereenforced to feele ?

Then did'the ¢arth without doubt, herfelfe bewayle her chil-
dren and the round worlde which conteineth all things, beyn
fprinkled and imbrued with their bloud made dolefull lamentati-
on for them,and the dayeit felfe pronoked for to mourne, was
made amafed for them, Butwhat is this to purpofe.Now the very
barbarous nations reioyce for their fukes wiich receaued and
harboured them,when they were afraid and fled from vs : keping
themas itwere in moftlouing & amiable captiuity, And they fa-
ued not onely their liues,but alfo were a defence for their religi-
on.And now alfo the Romaine nation remembreth and hath bes
fore there eics this blame and fpotte , which the Chriftians that
were of that time,worthely gaue vnto them when they by them
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were banifhed (as vnfitte members of their common wealth) 2~

mongft the barbarous people. What needed to make further re-
hearfall of the mourning lamentation, which the heathen people
themfelues throughoutall the world, made for the pitdf'ulr mur-
ther and {langhter of them? After this itcame to puflethat they
which were authors of all thefe mifchiefes died alfo,and were ¢+
mitted for there reward to the moft filthy & horrible dungeox of
hel.They being fo intahgled with inteftine and ciuile warres, left
aliue nevther name nor kinfmen of their owne :which' thing vn-
doubtedly had not chaiifed vnles the wicked deuinatiés of Apol
los oracles had deceiued & bewitched thé. To thee therfore novw
1 pray,oh moftmightie God,that thou wilt vouchfafe to be mer-
cxful{,'and pardon all the ealt parts and inhabitaunts of the fame,
being opprefled with prefentcalamitie:and thatby mee thy fer-
uaunt thou wilt of thy goodnes helpe and relieue the fame. And
thefe things rafhly craue I not at thy hands : oh Lord,moft migh-
ty and holiet God of all.For 1 being perfivaded by the onely ora-
cleshaue both begone and alfo finithed wholefome and profita-
ble things, and further by thebearing and fhewing of thine en-
figne,hate ouercome a mighty and ftrong hoft,and when any ne~
ceffitie of the common weale (to my charge committed ) requi-
reth thereunto,( following thofe fignes & tokens of thy vertues)
Ibouldly goforth and fight a%ain& mine entmies : and forthis
caufe haue I facrificed my foule vnto thee, purified and clenfed
both with thy lone and fesre. Yeatruely, thy name doe Ifincerely
loue,and thy power doe I reuerence,which by many tokens and
wanders hatt fhewed and confirmed thereby my beleefe & faith,
Therefore will I doe my endeuour,and bende my felfe thereunto,
that I may redifie thy moft holy houfe,which thofe wicked & vn
godly Emperours haue with fo great ruine laid waft. thy people

o 1 defireto bring 8 ftablith,in firme peace S¢triquilitie, 8 £at
for the publike vulitie of all the inhabitants of the earth, Thofe
which yet erre & are out of the way, enioy the benefite of peuce
and quietnes,yvith, and amongft the number of the fuithful fort :
for I truft the reftitution of the like foctetie, and participation
may be a meanes to bring themalfo that erre into the ‘perfeéte
way of verity.Let no man therfore be greeutous one vnte another
but what every man thinketh beft that lethim doe. For fuch as
are wife ought throughly to be perfivaded, that the onely meune
toliue holil%r and as they thould doe, whome the fpirite of God
moueth,to take their delight and recreation in reading his holye
will. And if others wilfully will go out of the way,cleaning to the
Synagogues offalfe doétrine, they maye at their owne perill :as
for vs we haue the moft worthy houfe or congregation of Gods
veritie, which he according to his owne goodnes & nature hath
giuenvs, Andthis alfo we wifh vato thé, that with like partici-
fation 8 common confente, they may fele wyth vs the fame de-

"letation of mind. For this ourreligid is neither new nor newly

inuented, butis as old as wee beleeue the creation of the worlde
to be: and which God hathcommaunded to be czlebrated with
fuch worthip as both feemed and pleafed him. But all lining men
are lyers, and ar¢ deceiued with divers and fundryeillufions,
Thou O Godfor'Chrift thy fonnes fake, fuffer not this wicked-
nes atiainc totake roote : thou haft fet vp a cleare burning light,
that thereby as manye as thou hafl chofen maye come vnro tﬁee.
Thefe thy myracles approoue the fame, It is thy power thatke-

peth vs in innocencye and fydelitye. The Sunne and the Moone

runne their appointed courfe: neyther yet in ranging wife, wan-

der the Rarres to what place of the waulde they Iift themfelues,
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