Of the Primitine Churche. .

The A'.\yes, yddres, monsthes, and times, keepe their appoynred

turnés The earth abideth firme and vnreinoucable at thy worde,

and the winde at the time(by thee direéted) ftormeth & bloweth.

The ftreaming watcrie floudés ; ebbe in time according s they

flow.The raging feaabideth within her botinded limites And for

that the Ocean Sea ftrerchiech out her &lfé inequall length and

breadth with the whole earth: this mutt needes be wrought with

fome marueilous workmanthip of thine ownehand:which thing

Theearth  vnlele it wére at thy will made and difpofed, without all doubs,
flaydvpby fo great difference and partition betweene , woulde or this time
thepower  haue brought veter ruine & deftiuctis;both to the life ofman, as
ofGode 1 all thac beldgeth to man befide. Which for that they haue fuch
veat and huge conflictes amongeit themfelues, as alfo the inui-

fible fpirites haue : we geue thee thankes; O Lordé moft mighty

. God of afl Gods,that al mankinde hath not benedeftroyed there-
Whethey  by.Surely,cuen aspreatly as thy benignitie and gentlenes, is ma-
be that nifefted by divers 8 fundry benefites beftowed vpon vs: fo much
Conflant.  l(ois the fame fet foorth and declared in the ditcipline of thy e~
accompteth  yernall word,to thofe that be heauenly wite, & apply themiilues
wile o 45 the artainement of fincere & true vertue. But if any fuch there
deede. be, that litle regard or have but fimall refpeét vato the confidera-
tion thereofilet themnot blame or lay a faule in others thatdo the

Experience fame. For thut Phificke whereby health is obtained,is manifeitly
atryallof  offered vnto all men :now therefore let no man go about to fub-
thetruth,  yerechat,which experience it felfe doth fhew{of necefsitie) to be
ure and good.Let vs therefore altogether vie the participation

ofthis benefite beftowed vpon vs, thatis to fay, the benefite of

peuce and tranquillitie,ferting a partall controuerfie. Andlet no

man hurt or be preiudiciall to his fellowe for that thing,wherein

he thinketh him (clfe to haue done wel.If by that,which any man

knoweth and hath experience of, hev thinketh he may profitchys
neighbour,lethim doe the fame,if not,lez him gene ouer, andre.

mit it ti on other time.For there is a grest diuerfitie betwvixe the

willing and voluntary embracing of religion,and that whé aman

is thereunto inforced and coaéted. Of thefe things haue Imadea

, more larger difcourie,then in deede,the (cope ot mediocritie re-
Conflants-  guirethzetpecially becaute I woulde nothaue my fuith(touching
nasneyther theveritie) tobehid. For that [heare there be fome,whichcom-

for feare laine the olde accuftomedhaunting of tieir temples,8 that the
dilfembleth  power of fuch datkenefle is cut of and taken away : which thing
hys F;):‘h’ furely Iwould take 11 better part,were it not that the violent re-
?ﬁz‘:“ﬁ! bellion of flagitious errour, werefo fixed in many mens heartes,
pollicye  whereby they thirft after the viter fubuerfion of the commen
defaceth wveale and Empire. _

Gods glo- Such was the goodielle of this Smperour Conftanti,
Y nus, 0z tashet fuch) was the promdéee ofalimighty Hod toz

watd hig Lhuich,in Fivving him vp: that alt hscarcand
ftudy of minde was et vpon nothingeis, but oncly howe
tohenefit ¢ evdavge the conunodities of the fane. Reither
Conanti-  WOAS Lt hun inough todelince the Lhucch and people of

wnscom-  1D0D,ftom ourwaro veration of 0ate tp2anuts and per=
pared to  fecntozs, SR0ics beneficial was his godly cave alfo inquis
Mofes,in eting the itward dilitntions and digurbaunce within the

delwidog — Chucch among the Chribian bilyops themfelues, accor=
the people, dingas we reao of £Jofes the deliucrerof pFfractits, m

;":":fe';:' agreing themerhren iogether, whenhe favo them arvari=
toscther,  AACC.Ex0D.2. SRolcfic atfo bid his bigtiant fudy cxtendin
Thelerter  CteCLing,tefonmg, & eutiching the Lourches of HBodinal

of Conflan- LUICLS,A0D In ProwdInG iy the mninificrs of the fame, And
einusto 4~ thevefore wppting to Anilinus his chicie captaine, declaveth
milmus iys DS Woill @ iunbde 19 han inieriers, conccening the goodeg
1whyc did appertaineto the Lhurches of the Lhiltiams:

caprayne.

By thathee thouide procuce vigilantly fox thefame s that all
fughe godes, houles, and gatoens, belonging before to
therigye of Churches, Honlde agapue he veltored inall
fpccdic wife : andthat hee thevein might be certificd with

Another  IPECDC.EL. N o
Jetter of sJoeonze, he vayiting tothe [aide Anilinus inan other

Conflantine WART,figruificth unieo him i this cffect: thatfor fo much ag

to anili-  the contenpt of Bod bis veuerent veligion,is @ hath bene
wrs, - tuerthe greatef decap to the name ¢ people of Bome, ag

‘contrary the maintaining and veucrencing the fame, hath
The con-  EHEC b20nIght profpcritic to all conumon weales: Therfoze
temps of  Bein confiveration thevof, hath rakenthat mder, @ geuctly

godsreligi-  tohiinrchavae , that through y prouince, twbete be bath
onchictelt  ¢g Doe, which was tn Aphrica where Cecilianus Wag1By=
decayof - fyop, he Mould there foc & prouide, that all fuch minifiers
e  andCleries,whole vocation was to feene ithe Thurc,

fhouldbefrced and epempicd feom all publise dutics and
buroens: whereby they beingfo prinideged,and all impe-
diments vomoned, which foulde hinder theiedinine mi=
nitration s theveby the comon veilitic ofthe peoplemight

Andther . the betterfloutifh.ac. _ .
C‘“‘“’ , FFurthermope, the fapde Conflantinus inan othet letter
:;';/4}3:‘::”’ Wigting to Miltiades, 5pop of 10nie, ad to Marcus,de=

claveth v hisletters tothem , hawe Cecilianus Byhopof

des Byfhop W,gm»bz_u acculep nco bhuim b diness of his cols
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leages and feliow by Mops. Yoheriow bis willis thai the
{apd Cecilianus, With £, byyops bis accuflers, mitp’?nté?v
his befendants (hould repaire vp tohim at Wowme, where
tn the pefentatfitance of the fozefapne Miltiades, R}ieticus)
Materrius, Marinus, andof othee thete fellotoe Colleages,
the canfe of Cecilianus inpght bt barde, and tightlycramiz
ned,fotharallichifincand demifionmight be it of from a-
mongthem s wherein the fernent defibe of Conftancinus ta
pza%ub ﬁignlie, k:cnay well appeare,
on the Ivke canle andavqunent alio he wiverih i
Chreftus 13y hop of Syracuia,fo defivons to’z?gngl m')w:s Creifue Tt
and concord inthe chure, that heoffeveeh tobuntoeh hig 0077w B
baver unfters and three feruannts, bps fseecavpage o oo Ot U
come vy ¢0 hun vnts the Louncel of othetbifhops, foathe I
agreeing of cevtaiie maticrs belouging to the Thuccy,
. Deewnteihalio anotherieerer 1o the foyenanied Ceei-
lianus 159 Hop of Larthage, ) .
o the prouinces liscwile of PPatefina & thole pacteg Theedicteof
about,bee drecteth his Evice i the bebaife of the Chriftiz Conttantions
ans 107 the telealing of fuch as Wwere in captituries and oy 10he roler of
the refioningagaine of then, which had ufkatenaupletic (s Frotincef
intheforner pecleontion betoze,efor the refeefying 6&'#.’:5:2) penz.
as heeverafors han bene oppefied wirh any ignonune,m
molelation, 0y their confeilion (ke : veclaving i the fapd
2aict,howe thar his whoic bovy, Lifcandfonle, and whar
fl)n;gcr czs fa by, hee owet? to L50D, and o the feeuice of -
HE RN or of
Loeonceansther fercr he wypteth to Eulebins, fo2the ﬂ;c;?::,f
ediptngofnewe Lonttian Lhurches, s vel6ung of theil o £u/idis
whych had bene watten before by Hrvcie enomies, A :
after he had collerted the Sypnadeof fRice forthe Hudic of ‘
peace and onirie of the Chureh, be oapterh spsuthe fame  The caunccl] of
£o Alexander 8D Arrius. Fn wbich bosleitershoemallae N
menrably Bitered the gueat gricte of hisheart, o feeany oo bf
heace ofthev consentionany plinlion: Whivehp the peace o e or i
1D COMINDE BATMONEE Of the THitrehe Was MBI, DI oo f
Svpnove prouoked grelilicy, the holy peonic of the Lorze drigs. ox 35,“
DCLNDCD MED PATECS A LRI, COMURATY Lathe TG OF Ty 7ot cone
D AND CIECUMPECt NIk , TabOle DUCKE Satve TAILED Loy
nouri(l concorbe and to fecke reanguillity, Ans thoughin
foincfimall popnts and tight teifles they D difagce{tom
other: yetas the crample of IBhilsfophers smight teathe
thew, Whoalthough in fome pavtofalentence o peece of
a quetion,fomenight dident feoin othees petin the Lnvitic
oftheic profefiion,they didall iopuc as fellowes together.
Jinitke cafe wereitthey: buetic i fuch fruities queftions
(orvather peeceg of queftids)to keepe themn in the concep=
tions oftheivmindes, infiletice yuto themiclues, and not
1o luing them foopth into publicke Synodes, to breake
therefore from the commnimion of the eucrent Councell,
Dedarmgmoresuctin the fapde Epitle, the Kirf origine
andaceallonof thys theyy contenous nilention to
bponvaine ¢ tridneg tevmes, vile caules, and light que=
ftions,and peeces rather of quettions:about fuch macrers
asueitherareto bemoued,noxto be anfwered Yuco,bemg
MU, Moe cutions to be fearchen, and peritious tobe
eeprefled,then iecelacy 0 be inquired, magifjue puerilibus
ineptijs, quam facerdotum 2c¢ cordatorum virorum prudentiz
conuenientis, 36 e theve doch tormie them., yohevcime by al
mance mieanes be doth labour ther, doth enibeatc thom,
and perfwade them,uot ouely with eealons, but atfo with
teares aud fighmg sbbes,that thep would vefiore againe
peace bito the sThneeh,and quictnelz to theveft of his bife
(Tobich othertoile wouild not he fweet buen hin) audthat
they wonld veturnc agadic ta the communion of the vene=
rens Louncell, yoho tifo poing Mould open bis way aud
gucupfch ioueney wito the Eaf partes, which otheriople
eaving of theiv bifcoyde aud diffention, Wwould be e to
feewith his epes, thacwhich grecucth ﬁim noive to beare
withhyscares: totth much more inthefame Eyiftle conz
tained,bus this is the cffect ofehe whole, Eufeb.de vita Con- o
ftant.Lib.2. Thusmuch 3 thought fusmnatelp tocompre= Lomfumring
ende, wherehy the dinie difpofuion and fingulargentle fetforthaf
nature of this meeke @ religions Conltantineshightmoge &3¢le toal
natoyonlipappeate toallBrinees : for themtofearnc by Lrincestotols
e S U 0w G G
ift, & ho 0 gotie «
Dot to b beneficiall o e fur, WP Sz,
Aany other £dicts & Spiftles waptten to other plas
(eaand parties . becpmefled atlarge inthe feconde boie
BfEufeb Dé vita Conftantini® gyherein the seatous tave and
uincely beneficenyoe of this noble Lmperons toward the
Lhurch ot Chritmay sppeare, yoherof inabueferecapis
tulation fueh fpecialitics we hane collected ag here follos
Weth,andis tabg ene i zozo Lib.1.Cap 8.5, :
+ SFielbes comumanubed all themto befet free, who foes
uevto the confclion of £h2ift,had benc condemmen to bas
o ‘ Aty T nilhment,
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