106, King Lucius.
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the next300.yearesfollowing, with
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E, CONTAI

fuch things [pecially tou-

ched,as haue happened in England, from the time of king Lucius,
to Gregorius,and fo after to the time ofking Egebert,

A 4% thele perfecutions hytherto in

e athe Dake before preccent, thoy
L) Ph7hmaieR buderfiand(Choifian veaz
3D A7 & der) how thefurie of Sathanand
SN 98 vage ofuten, haue vone what they
20 W02, could to exttuguifl) the nameand
F& veligion of T, Fo what thing
R 7258 didlacke, thateyther death coulbe
(O e ONSL] boe, 02 toameits confoe wozke, 03

~ES Y thegates of bell coulve denile : all
tas tothe vtrermof attcnpted, Audyceall thefuricand
malice of Sathan, al thewiledom of the tonld, & Arength
ofmen,domg, deuifing, mactifing wobhat they conldanotms=
ftanving the veligion of Lhil (as thoufeeft) hath hav the
bppeehand. yohich thing 3 wilh thee greatip(gentle o=
Ber) tifely to note,and diligently to pouder, in calidering
thele fopmer bifories. And becanfe thon canfiustconfiver
them, nopprofit by them, Ynles thou do ficlt vead & perule
Them :let me craue thevfore thus much at thine hanves, to
tuene @ vead ouet the faid hyRovics of thole perfecutids a-
boue deferiben : efpeciatly abouc all the other hyRoyics of
this prefent Yolume: fo thy clpeciall edification, whych 3|
teuft thou thalcfinde not ntosathy the veabing,

Jotoe becaule the tying vp of Sathan geueth to the
Lhurch fomne veff, & tome fome leifure to addrele my feife,
tothehantling of other Boxies 2 3 minde thevefore (LThyifk
willing) i thys pretentboke, leaning a while the teacta=
tion of thefe generall affaives, pertaming to the vninerfal
Lhuech : toprofecute fuch domefticall hyftoyies, asmoze
- nieave concerne this pur country of England ¢ Scotland,

done heve at homesheginning ficft with king Lucius,oith
whomethefaith fivk begaheve inthis Wealme,as the fer
tence of fome wpiters doth holv. Andfor fomuchas here
may nife, peaanddoth vife,agreat chtvouceiic i thefe our
Popilh dates, chicerning the firl ozigine ¢ planting of the
taith in this onvr IWealme: it Malinot be greatip out ofont
purpole, fomevohat to Fay & ay ofthis quelion, whether
the Shurch of Eugland fich veceiued the faith fiom Rome
ounot} The which, althonsh I graunt o to be, yet being
fo graunted, itlittle auatleth the purpoleof them whiche
wonldefohaueit : fpbe itfo, that Eugland ficlt receaucn
the Linilhian faith and Weligion from Wome , both inthe
time of Eleutheriusthepy 1Bpihop, 180, yeaves after Lhilks
andalfainthe time of Auten, tohome Gregory fent hethey
wGoo.peares after Liniik 2 yertheir purpoie foliowerh ot
thereby, thattweinuitthevefore feeche one BKeligionfrom
thence{till, ag fromthe chiefe welbead and fountaine ofall
oblines, Andyesas they ave not abletopranethe fecond;
{oneither haue 3 any canfe to graunt thefivlt:that is,that
out Chrifhan faith was fivk deviued fromRome , Which
31 map prone by vj,02 vij. gwd ciectural veafons, yobherof
.+ thefitlt ¥ take of the tefttmony of Gildus,ane cofitreymat;
Goldas B whembishiftory afficmethplainly, that Woitame receas
s, e the Bofpell i thetime of Tiberius the Smperon, one
DerwhomeOhrift fuffered. Lib.DeviGtors Auselij Ambrofij,

QAud fapth moreoucr,that lofeph of Arimarhicafeet difperti-

oi1.0f the Jewes, was fent of Philip the Apoliie it Franee

to Writapite, about the yeare of anedliozd. 63,and heeve res

mained m this landal histimesang o tgu’?; bis fellowes,

laide theficf foundarion:of Lhittian fasth amdg the 1B2i-
tapnepeaple. yoberenpo '+ Presehensy and teachers

' cotming afterward confitined the fame, and incveafed it,
2. 2, Thelecdd veafon is ont of Terrullian, wholining neare
ExTernl.  gbout,0yrathet fomewwbat before the time of this Eleuthe-
consra Iudesss  vius, it hps booke Contra udzos, mawifeltly imporserh the
fameswbere the fapde Tercullian teRifping.hovs the Boipel

was difperied abroad by the found of the Apoitles, & there

vechening Yp the £edes, derfians, avthids,and divel-

lers in Sjelopotamia, Jetow, Lappadocia,Pdtus, dfia,

PR, Egppt,PPamphYlia, with many mo,atlength =

ety tothe coafts of the BJoorrians, andal theborders of

Sypapnc:iwith Biucrs natids of Fraunce, ¢ theve amongft

all other veciteth alfo the pactes of Britayne, whyche the

Lomaives could neuct attaine to, andrepoateth the fame

A petitionto
the reader,dili-
gently to read
ouner the former
bocke of the x,
perfecntions,

The firft plan-
ting of Chrifté
faythin Eng-
land,

Queftion,

Whether Chii-
ftiag Religicn
in this Realme
came £irit from.
Rome?

fxunfwcre, .

. uotin
- fcitherany name oz vie of the Bafle, the parees obereof

notw tohefubicct to Clpittasaifo veckeneth vp the places
of Sarmatia,of the Danes,the Brrmanes, the SN i35,
With many other proninces and Fles tohin buknbwens
inall wbich places, fapth he,taigneth the name of Lhutt,
which now beginnetl to be conuud, Thishath Tertullian,
Jaote heve, how amég other viners belening nations, pe
mentioneth alfo tbcmdn_euplaces of WBitaie tobeofthe
famenmnber. Aud thefe in his time were Lhiltencd,who
as inthefame Eleutherius time,as is aboue fapd, L hen,
Wwas notdope Eleutherius,the firlt whych fent the Chyitti
anfapth into this 1ealmes but the Bolpel was heeve re-
cetued before hpstime, epther by Iofeph of Arimathhy, a5
fome Shonicles recorpe; 02 byfome of the Apofics,0; of
tbewfcboler_s, which havbene becrepaeaching Lhailt, bes
foge Eleutherius w2ote to Lucius, | )

3. D9p thivde probation 3] deduct oue of Origen,Home.4.in
Ezechielem, whofe woyds be thele: Britiniam in Chriftianam

confentire religionem, yoheveby itappeareth that the faith

of Tk was {paried here i England befoze the daies of
Eleutherius, .

4. Joynpfourth mobation 3 take the teftimony of ede,
where heaffitmeth that in his time,and almof 2 thonfan.
veaveatter Lhuift,beve in Britapne: Lafice was keptafter
themaner ofthe Eaft Lhurch,in the full moones whae vay
Inthe weeke foenet it fell onsand not on the Sonvay, as
t0e 2o now, ¥oberby it is to be cotlected, that thefirl prea=
cthers in thisland,bane come out feom the Bak pattofthe

wod,wbeve it toas o e vather thén from IR oine,

5+ JFiftlp, 3| maypalledge the woordes of Nicephorus, Lib. 2.

cap 4o. 0hcee hee fapeth,that S§mon Zelotes did {meave the

gofpel of Thnifttothe Yool Decane, and hroughtthe fune

ntothe Fies of Beitapue. ‘ - :
6. Siptiymapbeadded hevealio the words of Petrus Clu-

niacenfis, WHO Waptg to Bernard, affitineth that P &cots

inhis time did celebate theiv Satter, notaftery Momane
maner,butafter the Breekes, gc. And ag the lud Britaing

werenotpuderthe Womane prverin the timeofthis b=
botof Chihie : fo ncither were they oz woulde e, b=
beeeheazonlanciegare,in the time of Gregory :103 would
avinit anp prisnacy of the bifh op of Kome, to e abone thé.,
7. Forthefeucnthavgument, mozeoner 3 may imake np
paobationby the plaine vmydes of Eleutherius, by whole
£piitic wptten toking Lucius, e nay vuderfzanse, that
Lucius had vecearted thefaith of Thai mhislande, before
theking fent £0 Eleutherius fop the X omaie latwes : foa o
theckpelle woordes ofthe lettcr do wanifeity purpost, as
beccatter followoerh to befeene, m%aii.wbicb coneceures,
itmay Band piobably tobe thought, that the 11i ‘a}g;z‘z,
weee tanght fivd by the Brecians of the Lal m;ff th,taa
ther thdn by the Romaimes, . S
._: jocrauentuve Elentherius might helpe fomething, cp=
ther to conneet theking, o2 clfe to enceealethe Jaith then
sekoly fprong among the peoplesbutthat he precifely taag
thefiel,that cannot he proued. JBut graunt be were,as in
beede the moft part of oue Euglifh Bories conficie nejeher
will 3| gready fhicke with thew thetmipet whathaue they
got therebp, wben they haue caff all theiv gaime 2 Infwe
Woines to conclude this matger, it be thatthe Chitian
faith and religis Wwas fic deriiies

faune faith and veligron, wbich then was taught at 3 gme:
o from thence Bevirted hetherby the lapd Eleutherius, &
e il defive no moze. Forthen neither was any ontuee=
fal ;angc aboue all Chueches and Louncels, whych came
¢f03¢ Bonifacius time,whyc) was 400, peres afters

yatton by Eleytherius, then let them bt guan 0 vsthe

bow and by whom they were compied, ere after in this
bookefollowing appeareth tobe feene. Meither any facri:
fice propiciatoie for thefcouving of IDurgatory was then
offcred bpon halotoedaaitars, but snely the Lommumon
frequented at Chriftian tables: wheve oblations and gifts
weee offered, as well of the people, as of the Pziehcsto
Bovzhecante they Hould appeare neither anptie noy bns
kinde befoge the L 030, astwemay Wnderland by the tm;:E
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