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Gods ftede, by nomen God thefe three heryings, 8 maketh men
louen him «ind his lawes, more then Chrift and Chriftes luw,and
dredenhim alfo. And there as the people fhuldenyeelde to God
their vawes, he fayth he hath power to affoylen themof theyra-
vowes , and {o this facrificehe * nemeth away from God. And
there as the people fhoulde cry to God in the day of tribulation,
he letreth them of their cryeng to Godand bynemeth God that
worfhip. This day of tribulation is whan man is fallen thorowe
finne into the deuils feruice, and than we fhulden cry to God af-
tet help,and axen forgeuenes of our finne, and make great forow
for our finne,and ben infull will to do fo no more ne none other
finne,and that our Lord God wole forgeuen vs our finne, 8ma-
ken our foule clene. For his mercy isendleffe. o
- But Lord,here men haue bynomen thee much worfhyp : For
men feyn that thou nemight not cleane affoylenvs of our finne.
Bur if we knowlegen our finnes to pricfts, 8 taken of thema pe-
nance for our finne gif we mowen fpeake with them. ¥
A Lord thou forgaue fomtime Peter his finnes and alfo Mary
Magduleine,and many other many finfull men without fhriuing
to priefts, & taking penance of priefts for their finnes. And Lor
thou art as mighty nowas thou were that time, but gifany man
haue bynomen thee thy might. And we lewed men heleuen, thae
there nys no man of fo great powver,and gif any man maketh him
felfe of fo great power hexheigheth himfelfe aboue God. And S.
Paul fpeaketh of one that firteth in the temple of God & highten
himagoue God and gifany fuch be,he is a falfe Chrift.
Buthereto feyn pricits,that whé Chrift made cleane leprous
men;he bade them goe and fhewe them to priefts. And therefore
they feyn that it isa commandement of Chrift,that aman fhould
fhewen hisfinne to priefts.For as they feyn,lepre in the oldelawe
berokeneth finne in this new lawe. A Lorde God,whether thine
Apoftles knew not thy meaning as well as men done nowe? And
gif they hadden yknow that thou haddeft c6manded men to fhri-
uen them to priefts,and they ne taught not that commandement
to the people,me thinketh they hadden ben to blame: But Ltrovy
they knewen wel that it was none of thy commaundements, ne
nedeful to heale of mans foule. And as me thinketh the Jaw of le-
pre,is nathing to the purpofe of fhriuing: for pricftes in the olde
Iaw hadden certain poynts and tokens to know whether aman
were leprouis or not : and %f they were leprous they hadden po-
wer to putten them away from other cleane men,for to that they
weren cleane, 8z then they hadden power to receiuen him among
tis brethren ,and offeren for him a facrifice to God. :
This nis nothing to the purpofe of fhriuing,For there nis but
one prieft,that is Chrift, that may knowe in certaine the lepre of
the foule. Ne no prieft may make the foul cleane of her finne,but
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beneath may ywit for certaine whether aman becleane of hys
finne or cleane affoyled,but gif God tell 1t him by reuelation. Ne
God ordeined not that his prieftes fhould fet men a penance for
their finne after the quantitie of the finne, but this is mannes or-
dinaunce, and it may well bethat theve commeth good thereof,
But 1wote well that God is much vnworifhipped thereby. For
men truft more in his sbfolutions,and in his yeres of grace,than
in Chriftes sbfolutions, and therby is the people much appaired.
For now,the forow a man fhould make for his finne, is put away
by this fhrift;and a man is more bold to do finne for truft of thys
fhrift,and of this bodilich penance.

An other mifchiefe is,that the people is ybrought into thys
beleefe,that one prieft hatha greater power to a(fo;glen aman of
his finne and clennere,then an other prieft hath.

An other mifchiefe is this, that fome prieft may affoylen them
both offinne and paine,and in this they takenthen a powver that
Chrift granted no man in earth,ne he ne vied it nought onearth
himfelfe:

An other mifchiefe is,that thefe prieftes fellen forgeuenes of
mens finnes and abfolutions for money, and this is an herefie uc-
curfed thatis ycleped fimonie : and all thilke prieftes that axeth
price for graunting of fpirituall grace, *beth by holy lawes de-
priued of their priefthode,and thilke that affenteth to this herefy
Andbe they ware, for Helyfethe prophet toke no mony of Naa-
maun when he was made cleane of his lepre,but Giefi his feruant:
and therefore x the lepree of Naaman abode with him and wyth
his heires euermore after.

Here is much matter of forow, tofee the people thus farylad
away from God and worfhupen afalfged in carti,that by might
and by ftrength hath ydone away the great facrifice of God out
of his temple : of which mifchiefe and difcomfort, Daniel maketh
mention,and Chrift beareth thereof witnes in the gofpell. Who

that readeth it vnderftand it. Thus we haue yrold apertie,how he
that futh he fitteth in Chrifts ftede, *binemeth Chrifthis worfhip
and his facrifice of his people,and maketh the people worfhepen
him asa God on earth,

Cry we to God, and knowledgewe our finnes euerichone to
other as S.Tames teacheth,and pray we hartilich to God euerich-
one for other, & then we fhulen hopen forgeuenes of our finnes.
For God thatis endlgs in mercy faych,that he ne wil not a finful
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mans death,but thathe be tutned fromhis fin & liuen. And ther-
fore, when hecame downe to faue munkinde, he gaue vsa lawe
ofloue and of mercyzand bade,gif a man do a trefpas, amend him
priuilich:and gif he leue not his finne,amend him before witnes:
and gifhe me amendeth not,men thould tel to the church; and pif
he ne amendeth not than,men fhuld fhone his company as a pu%—
licane,or a man that is misbeleued, and this lawe was yfiguredin
the law of lepre,who that readeth it,he may fee the footh,

But Lord Godshe that fitteth in thy ftede hath vndo thy lawe
‘of mercy and of loue,Lord,thou biddeft Joué encmies as our felf:
as thou theweft in the gofpell,there as the Sumatitane had mercy
onthelewe. And thoubiddeft vs alfo prayen for them that cur-
fenvs,and thatdefamen vs,8& purfuen vs to death. And fo Lorde
thoudidft,: thine apoftles alfo. But he that clepeth himfelfe thy
vicar on earth, and head of thy church, he hath vndone thy lawe
ofloue and mercy. Forgif we fpeaken of louing ourennemies,he
teacheth vs to fight with our enemies, that Chrift hath forboden,
He curfethand defireth vengeance to them that fo doth to hym.
Gifany man purfiseth him, hee curfeth him, that it is aforowe 2
Chritten mun to hearen the cutfinges that they maken, and blaf-
phemies in fuch cutfing. Of what thing that I know,1may beare
true witnes.

. Butgifwve fpeake of louing of our brethren, this is vadoneb
him that fayth he is Godsvicar in earth. For Chrift in the gofpell
biddethvs,that we fhoulden clepen vs no futher vpon earth: But
clepen Godour father,to maken vs loue pecfitlich together, And
he clepeth himfelf father of fathers, & makethmany religions &
to cuerich a father.But whether is lote and charity encreafed by
thefe fathers and by their religions,or els ymade lefle*For aFriar
ne loueth not amonke,ne a fecular man neiiher, nor ver one fri.
er another thatis not of the order,and itis againward.

A Lord,me thinkerh that there is litle perfe@ion in thefe re.
ligions.For Lorde,what charity hauen fuchmen of’ religion,that
knowen how they mown againftand fin,and fleen away £i6 theie
brethren that ben more vnciining then they ben, 8 fuffren them
to trauelen in the world withouten their coficell as beaftes» Tru-
lich Lorde,me thinketh that there is but litle charity, and thenis
therelitle perfeétion.Lorde God,when thouwere on earth,thou
were among finful men to drawen them from fin,8 thy difciples
alfo.And Lord,I trow thou ne grafiteft hot one mi more kiining
then an other al forhimfelfand Twote wel that lewd mé thatben
laborers,ne trauel not alonlich for himfelf.Lord our beliefis, that
thou ne wer not of the world,ne thy tezching neither,ne thy fer-
uantes that lineden after thy teaching. But all they foxfaken the
world,and fo euery chriften man muft.But Lorde,whether thou
taughteft menne forfake their brethrens companie and trauell
oﬁ{%c worlde, toliuen ineafe and in reft, and out of troublerand
anger of theworlde,, by their brethrens trauell and fo forfuken
the world»

ALord theu ne taughteft nota m¥ to forfaken a pore eftate
and trauel,to ben afterward a Lord ofhis brethren,or ben alords
fellow and dwelling with Lords,as dothmen of thefe nevy religi-
ons.Lord thou ne taughteft not men of thy religion thus to for-
fake the world,to liuenin perfection by them felfe in eafe,and by
‘other mens trauell, But Lord they fayen they benyboundto thy
feruife,and feruen thee both night and day in finging their pray-
ers, both for themfelfe and for other men, that done them good
both quicke and dead, and fome of them gone about to teach thy
people when they hauen leifure.

ALord,gifthey ben thy feruauntes: whofe fernaunts ben we
that cannot preyen as they done? And when thou wereheere on
carth, for our nede thou taughteft thy feruauntes to preyen thy
father priuilich and thortlich : *And gif there had beene abetter
maner of praying, I trawe thou wouldeft haue tanght it in helpe
of thy people. And Lorde thou reproueft hypocrites that preyen
in long preyer and in open places,to ben yholden holy men.And
thou feyft in the gofpel,wo to you Pharifees hypocrits. And lord
thou ne chargedeft not thy feruaunts with fuch maner feruice :
Butthou feeft in the gofpel,that the Pharifes worfhopé thee with
their lippes,and their hart is farre from thee. For they % chargen
more mens traditions than thy commaundements.

And Lord, vve lewed men han a beleefe, that thy goodnefle is
endles: and gif we keepen thine heftes, than ben we thy true fer-
uaumes‘Anﬁ thoughwe preyen thee but a litle 8 thorlich,thou
wilt thinken on vs,and graiiten vs that vs nedeth, for fo thou be-
highted vs fomtime: And Lord I trowe, that pray aman neuer fo
many quaint prayers, gifhe nekepe not thine hefts he is not thy

ood feruaunt, But gifhe keepe thine heftes, than he is thy good

eruaunt,and fome d%inkcth. Lorde that praying of long prayers
ne is not the feruice that thou defireft,but keping of thine heftes:
and than a lewd man may ferue God as wel as a man of religion:
though thut the Plowman ne may not haue fo muche filuer for
his prayer,as men of religion.For they xkunnen not fo wel prei-
fen their prayers as thefe other chapmen : But Lorde our hope s,
that our prayers be neuer the worle thoughic be not fo wel folde
as other mens prayers,

Lorde, Ezechiel the Prophet fayth that whan he fpake tothe
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