K.Edward.s,  Theplonghmans complaint

people thy words.they turned thy words into fongsSinta tales,
And fo Lord men done niow: theyfingin meilich thy words,and
thut finging they clepen thy feruice .But Lord 1 trow that the beft
fmgers%e herieth thee not moft: But he that fulfilleth thy wordes
*Heryeth, e s herieth thee full well,though he wepemore then fing. And 1
that 1%W0r= ¢ o1 the weping for breaking of thy commandements, be more
thippeth. pleafing feruice to thee, than the finging of thy words. And wold
God that men would ferue himin forow for their finnes,andthat
they thoulden afterward feruen thee in mirth. For Chrift fayth,y-
Singingin  ble(lzd ben they that maken forow, for they fhoulden benycon-
churches 4 forted. Andwoe to them thatben merry and haue theyr comfort
fallly crallc in this world. And Chrift fayd that the world fhould ioyen,& hys
Godsfer- ferudts fhulden be fory, but their foroy fhuld be turned into ioy.
;;\l;c;;ing for A Lord,he that clepeth himtelfe thy vicar vpon earth, hath ¥
finnes,beteer ordained an order of prieftes to doe thy feruice in church to fore
fesuice then ¢hy lewd people in finging maten s,cuenfong 8 maffe. And ther-
fingingin e hee chargeth lewde men in paine of curfin %,sto bryng tohys
churche pricils tithyngs and offerings to finden his priefis,and he clepeth
that Gods part,& due to priefts that feruen himin church.

But Lord,in the olde law, the tithings of the lewde people ne
were not dueto prieftes , bur to that other childer of Leuje that
ferueden thee in the temple,and the priett haddé their partof fa-
crifices,and the firlt bygeten beaftes and other things as the lawe
telleth. And Lorde,S.Paul cthy feruant fayth,that the order of the
priefthode of Aaron cealed in Chriftes commin g and the lawe of
that priefthode. For Chrift was end of facrifices yoffered vpé the
crofl to the father of heauen; to bring man out of finne and be-
come himfelfs prieft of Melchifedeks order.For he was both king
& prieft without beginning and end,and both the pricfthoode of
Aaron,and alfo the law of that prietthode, ben ychaunged in the
comming of Chrilt. And S.Paul fayth it is reproued, for 1t broght
no man to perfection. Forbloude ofgotes ne of other beaftes ne
might doneaway finne, for to that Chrift fhad his bloud.

A Lord Iefir,wether thon ordeneft an order of priefls to offré

Theorder  intheauter thy fleth and thy bloudeto bringen men outof finne,
f)cx(i)eﬁcs and alfo out of peine > And whether thou geue them alonelycha
ﬁgf made to power to eat thy flefh and thy bloud, and wether none other man
offer Chuifts may eate thy flethand thy bloud with outen leue of prieftes’Lord,
bodie.  webelecuen, thatthy flefhis verey meate and thy bloude verey
drinke, and who eateth thy fleth and drinketh thy bloud dwelleth
in thee,and thou in him, and who that eateth this bread fhall liue
without end. But Lord thine difciples fayd, this is an hard worde,
butthou anfivereft them and feideft: When yee feeth mans foone
ftiuen vpthere hee was rather, the fpirite is that maketh you live,
the wordes that yche haue’fpoken to you ben fpirite & life Lord,
yblefled mote thoube,for in this-worde thou teacheft vs that hee
thatkepeth thy wordes und doth afer them, exteth thy flethe and
drinketh thy bloude,and hath an euerlafting life in thee. And for
we fhoulden haue minde of thys liuin g, thou gaueft vs the facra-
ment of thy flefh andbloud in forme of bred and vrine at thy fup-
per,before that thou thouldeft fisffer thy death, and tooke bread in
thine hand,and faideft: tuke ye this,and eate i, for it is my body :
and thou tookelt wine , and bleffedeft it and fayde : thys is the
bloud of a nevy and an euerlafting teftament,that fhall be thed for
many men in forgeuenes of finnes:as oftas yehaue done, doo ye
thistaminde ofme. .
Thefacra- ™A Lord,thou ne bede not thine difciples maké this a facrifice,
lr:::c? ::f 'ttl-,: to bring men out of paines, gifaprieft offred thy body inthe al-
Yord abufed terbut thou bede them go andxfullen all the folke in the name of
*Fullen'that the father, & the fonne, and the holy ghoft, in forgeucnes of their
is,baptile,  finnes: and teache ye themto keepe thofe thynges that ych haue
cémanded you.And Lord thine difciples ne ordeined not priefts
principallich to make thy body in facrament, but for to teach the
eople,and good husbandmen that well gouern their houtholds,
goth wities & children,& their meiny, they ordeind to be pricits
to teachen other men the law of Chrt,both in worde,in dede,&
they livedein as true Chriften men,euery day they eaten Chriftes

Priefts prin. body,and drinken his bloude,to the fufténance of livin g of theyr

cipally fent

topreach,  foules,and otherwhiles they tooken the facrament ofhis body in
5 °p :o.fay, forme of bread and wine,in mind of our Lord Iefu Chrift.
mafle,or to Butall this is turned vpe downe : for now who fo will liven
makethe

as thoutaughteft,he fhal benholden a foole. And githe fpeake thy
Jords budie, teaching, he thal ben holdenan heretick,& accurfed. Lord yhaue

no lenger wonder hereof,for fo they feiden to thee wh thon wer
here fome time. And therefore wee moten take in pacence theyr
wordes ofblatphemy as thou dideft thy felfe, or els we weren to
blame.And tr uelych Lord I trowe, that if thou were nowve inthe
world,and taughte(t as thou diddett fome time, thou fhuldeft ben

e that done to death.For thy teaching is damned for herefy of wife men
fpeaketh  ofthe world, and then moten they nedes ben heretickes that tea-
Godstea.  chen thy lore,and all they alfo that trauelen to line thereafter.
ching,is And therfore Lord,gif it be thy wil.helpe thine vnkunning &
l}n‘:r‘g;::" lewde feruaunts , thatwolen by their power and their kunnin

helpe to deftroy finne. Leue Lorde, fithe thou madeft wowian 1n
helpe of man,& in a morefraile degree then manis, tobe gouer-
ned by mans reafon:What perteéion ofcharity is in the(e pr efts
and in men ofreligion,that haue forfaken {pouthod that thou or.

of the abufes of theworld. Idlenes of priefles.

40f.
deinedft in Paradife betwixt man and woman » fot perfeétion to
forfaken traueile , and liven in eafe by other mens traueile> For
they mowv notdo bodilich workes for dcfouling oftheir handes,
with whom they touchen thy precious body inthe aulter.

Leue Lorde, gif good men forfaken the company of woman,
& nedes they moten haue the gouernaile of man, then moté they
ben ycoupled with hrewes,and thetfore thy fpouthode that thout
madeft in clennes from finne, it is nowe ychaunged into liking of
the fleth. And Lord,this is a great mifchiefe vaico thy people. And
young prieftes and men of religion, for defaulte of wiues maken
many womenhoren , and drawen through their euell enfamp'e
many other men to finne,and the eafe that they liuen in,and their
welfare,is a great caufe of this mifchiefe. And Lord me thinketh,
that thefe ben quaint orders of religion and none of thy feét,thac
wolen taken horen, whilke God forfendes, and forfiken wiues .
that God ne forfendeth not Andforfaken trauail that Godcom. He complainethy
maunds ,and geuen their felfe to idlenes, thatis the mother ofll (i:'itchﬂe ‘s‘ﬂ“‘"‘ of
noughtines, Pricties,

And Lorde,Mary thy blefled mother and Tofeph, touched of-
tentimes thy body,and wroughten with their honds, and liueden
inas muchclennes of foule, as our prieftes done nowe, and tou-
ched thy hody , and thon touchedeft them in their foules. And
Lorde our hope is, that thou goen notout of a poore mans foule
that traveileth for his liuelode with his handes, For Lord, our be-
liefe is,that thine houfe is mans foul, that thou madeft after thine
ovvne likenes.

ButLord God,men maketh nowe great flonen houfes full of
glafen windowes, and clepeth thilke thine houfes and Churches.
And they fetten in thefe houfes Mawmets of ftockes and ftones,
andxto fore them they knelen priuilich 8 aperc,and maken their
prayers, andall this they fayen is thy woorfhip, and a greut x he-
tieng to thee, A Lorde,thou forbiddeft fometime to muke f uche
Mayymetes,and who that had yworfhipped tuch, hadbe woorthy
tobe deeade,

Lorde in the Gofpell thou {apft, that true x hetiers of God ne
hericth him notin that hil befide Samarie, ne in Hierufalem ney-
ther, buttrue heriers of Godheriethhim in fpirite and in trueih.
And Lord God what herying is it to bilden thee  church of desd
ftones,and robben thy quicke Churches of their bodyliche lyue-
loode>Lord God what heryeng s ir,to cloth mawmets of trockes
and of ftones in filuer and jn golde , andin other good colours »
And Lorde If>e thine image gone in calde and in hete in clothes
allto broken, without fhone and hofen, an hun gredand athruft.
Lorde whatheryenge is it to teende tapers and torches before
blinde mawmets thut mowen not I feyen: And hide thee that art
our lightand our lanterne towarde heaven and put theevnder a
buthell that for darkenes we e may not feene our way towarde
blifle Lorde what heryenge is it to knecle tofore maymetes tha
movve not yhcrcn,and worthepen them with preyers, and maken
thine quicke images knele before them, and asken of them abfo-
lutions and blefsings, and worthupen them as gods, and putten
thy quicke nnaies inthraldomand in traueil euermore as beftes,
in colde and in heate, and in feeble fare to finden them in liking
ot the world: Lord what hetieng isit to fetch deed mennes bones
out ofthe ground chere as they fhulden kindelich roten,and thri-
nen themn golde and in filuer ; And fuffren thy quicke bones of
thine images'to rot in prifon for default of clothingh?» And fuf.
fren alfo thy quicke images to perith for default of fuftenaunce,
and rooten in'the hoore houfe in abhominable lechetie’Some be-
come theeues and robbers, and manquellers that mighten ben y
holpen with the golde and filuer that hongeth about deed mens

bones and other blind mawmetes offtockes and {tones. ‘

€ Lorde here ben great abhominations that thou fhewdift o
Ezechiel thy Prophet, that priefts done in thy temple, & yetthey
clepen that thine heryenge. But leue Lorde,methinke:h that th. y
louen thee litle that thus defoulen thy quickimages, 8 worfhip
penblinde mawmetes,

AndLord an other great mifchiefe there is nowy in the world,
an hunger that Amos thy Prophetfpeaketh of, that there fhal co-
men ant honger in the carth,not of bread ne thruft of drinke, but
ofhearing of Gods worde. And thy fheepe woulden be retreihed,
buc their thépheards raken ofthy fhepe their linclode,as tythings.
&c.and liven them felfe thereby where them liketh.

Oflusch thepheardes thou {peaketh by Ezechiel thy Prophet,
and feift : woro the thepheards of Ifyacl that feden them felte, for
the flockes of theepe thoulden ben yfed of their hepheardes ; but
yee eaten the milke and clothen you vyich their wolle, and the fuc
theepe ye flow, and my flocke ye ne fede not, theficke thepe ye ne
hcgled not, thilke that weren to broken yee neknic notto gether,
thilke that perifhed ye ne broughtnot againe: butye ratled dhem
with fternihip and with powver. And fo chefbepe be fprad abroad
in deuouring of all the beafts of the feelde. And Ieremie the Pro-
phetfayeth: wo to the thepehards thatdifpurfeth abroad and res-
xeth the flocke of my *Jefewe.

€ AlLorde, thon were a good thepheatd, for thou putteft thy
foultor thy theep:but lord thou teldeit that thulke thac comé noe
inby thedoreben nighe theues & day thenes,and a thefe as thoy

Mm. iii. feelt

What incoritiz-
nience by the
vamaried Jnies
of priettes,

What is thie
true church of
Chrif,
*Tofore,that
is,before.

* Heryntg,that

is worthippisg,

*Heriers,wot=
(hippers,

vy
He complai-
neth ofinlages
in churches,

He ¢5playneth
of tallc paftors
thacliuc by
their flocke,
but feedeth
nut them,

*Lefew,thatis,
pafture,



