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feett cSmeth not butfor to {teale, to fleine,& to deftroy.And Za-
chary the prophet fayth,that thou wouldeft rerenvpa fhepherde
vkunning, that newol not hele thy fhepe thatsbeth fick,ne feek
thilke that beth loft. Apon his arme is a fwerd,and vpon his right
eve: his arme fhall waxe dry, and his right eye (hall lefe his light,
O Lorde, helpe,for thy fhepe beth at great mifchiefe in the fhep-
heards defaute. :

But Loxd,ther commethhired men, 8¢ they ne fedden not thy
fhegt: in thy plenteous lefew,but feeden thy fheep with xfweués
am& - \fe miracles & tales. Butat thy trewth they ne comen not,
For Lord,I trowe thou {endett them neuer. For haue they hire of
thy fhieep they ne careth butlittle of the feding and the keping of
thy fhepe,Lord of thefehired men fpeaketh leremy the Prophet,
i thott feyft that woorde by him:I ne fende them not,and they
ronnexbliue:1 ne (peake vnto them,and they propheciden. For if
they hadden ftonden in my coiifel, and they had made my words
Kknowé to the puple, ich wold haue turned them avvay from their
yuell way and from their wicked thoughtes.For Lorde,thou feyft
that thy woordes ben as fire, .and as an hammer breaking ftones.
And Lord,thou farft:Lo I to thefe Prophetes meeting fiveuens of
lefing, that haue ytolde her fweuens, and hauc begyled my puple
in their lefing & in their falf miracles,when I neither fent ne bede
them. And thefe haue profitet nothing tomy {mgle. And as Iere-
mie fayth, from the lcE to the x meft all they ftudien couetife,and

from the Prophet to the prieft,all they done gyle.

A Lord here is mych mifchief & matere of forow,8e yet there
is more.For gifa lewed man wold teach thy people trewth of thy
words as heis y holde by the commaundement of charite,he fhal
be forboden and put in prifon gifhe do it. Andfo Lord,thilk that
haue the key of conning, hauey lockt the trewth of thy teaching
ynder many wardes, & fYhid it from thy children. But Lorde,fith
thy teaching is y come from heauen aboue,ourhope1s,that with
thy grace it fhal] breaken thefe wardes,and fhowe hymto tl:( pu-
ple,to kele both the hunger and the thruft of the foule. And then
fhal no fhepheard,nex no falf hiridman begile thy pu le no more.
Tor by thy law I wryte,as thowxhighteft fome time,that from the
left to the meft all they fhullen knowen thy wil,andxweten howe
they fhullen pleafe thee euer more in certaine.

~ " And leue Loxd, gif it be thy will helpe at thys nede,for there
is none helpe but in t%we.’[hus Lord,by him that maketh himfelfe
thy vikerin carth,is thy commaundement of loue to thee & our
brethrenybroken, both to himand to thy puple ButLorde God,
mercy and pacience that beth tweyne of thy commandements,
beth deftroyed,and thy puple hath forfake mercy.For Lord,Dauid
in the Sauter fapch : Blefled beth they thatdone dome andright-
fulnes in euerich time. -

O Lord,thou haft itaught vs as rightfulnes of heauen, & hafk
ybeden vs forgeuen our brethren as oft as they trefpaflen againt
vs. And Lotd,thine olde lawe of iuftice was,that fuch harme asa-
man did his brother,fuch he fhould fuffer by the law,as eye for an
eye,and tooth for a tooth ButChrift made an end of this Jaw,that
ane brother fhould not defire wracké of an other: but not thathe
would that finne fhoulde ben vapunifhed, for thereto hath he or-
duined Kinges and Dukes and cther lewde officers vader them,
whilke as S.Paule fayth,ne carien not the fwerd in vaine,for they
ben the minifters of God, and wrakers to wrath tothem thateull
done. And thus hath Chrift ymade an ende of this olde lawe,that
o brother may not fuen an other himfelfe , xfor that towreken
withot finne,tot breaking of charity. But this charity Lord hath
thy vicar ybroke,and fays that we finnen, but gif we uen for our
right. And wefelwote that thou taughteft vs fometime to geue
our mantell alfo,euer thatwe fhoulden fuen for our coate.And fo
Lord beleug we,that we ben ybounden to don by thy law, thatis
all charitye & officers duty is to defenden vs from thilke theuery
though we cdplainen not. But Jord, thy law is turned vpiedown.

& 1.ord,what dome is it to fleanea theefe that take a mds cat-
tell away from hym, und fuffiena fpoufebreaker to liue,and ale-
cherour thut kilieth a womans foule?And yet thy lawe ftoned the
fpoufebreakers and leachours,and let the theeus liven and haue
other punifhment.

A Lord, what dome s it to fleane a thefe for ftealing of ahorf,
and to let him liue vnpunifhed, & to maintaine him that robbeth
thy poore people of their linelod,and the foule ot his fqode ¢

Lorde,it was neuer thy dome to fayen, that amanis an here-
ike and curfed for breaking of mans lawe,, and demenhym fora

ood man for breaking thine heftes.

Lord,what domeis it to curfe 2 lewd man if he (mite a prictt,
and not curfe aprieft that {miteth alewedman, and leefethhys
charitie.

Lord,what dome is it to curfe the lewd people for tythings,
and not cutle the parfon that robbeth the people of tythings,and
teacheth them not Gods lawe,but feedeth them with painting of
ftone walles,and fongs of Latin that the people knowen not?

Lord,what dome s it to punifh the poore ma for his trefpas,
and fuffer the rich to continue in his fin for a quuntity ofmony 2

Lord, what dome is it to fluine an vncunning lewed man for
his fiune, and fuffer a prieft, other aclerke that doth the fame fu,

T be complaynt of the plonghman of the abufis of the worlle.

fcape a liue: Loxd the finne of the prieft or of the clearkis greare r
trefpafle then it is ofa lewd vncunning man, and greater enfam-
ple of wickednes to the common people.

Lord, what maner people be we, that neither keep thy domes  Agaiuit the
and thy rightfulnes of the old teftament that was a law <f drede, canon law,
nor thy domes and thy rightfulnes of thy new teitament thatis a
Jaw of loue and of mercy:but haue an other law,and taken out of
both thy lawes tharis liking to vs, and remnaunt of heathen
mennes lawes,and Lord this is a grear mifchicfe.

O Lord thou fayeft in thy law, deme ye not and ye fhould not
be demed: for the fame mefure that ye meten to other men , men
fhall meten to you aganeward. And Lord thou fayft that by their The popes
worke we fhould know them  And by whut we knovve that thou Liw againt
commaunded vs not to demen mens thoughits, nor their workes Gods lawe,
that were not agaynft thy law exprefly. And yet Lord he thac faith in cauling
heis thy vicar, will demen our thoughtes and aske vs what we e e
thinke:not of the Lord,of thy heftes,for they caren little for them hll'eq e
but ofhim and of his whilke they fate sboue thine,and maken vs Mowé, that
accufen our felfe, or els they willen accurfen vs,for our accufess is,may.
moywen we notknowne. And Lord thou fayeft in thyne olde law,
that vnder two witnes at the leaft or three , fhoulde ftund every
matter. And that the witnes fhoulden euer be the firft that houl-
denhelpeto kill them,

And when the fchribes and the Pharifes fome tymes brought
before thee a yroman that was itake in fpoufe breaking , and exe-
den of the adome , thou didit write on the earth, and then thou
gaue this dom:He thatis without finne:throw firtt at her a ftone,
and Lord they went forth away from thee and the woman:& thou
forgaue the yoman her trefpafle, and bad hergo forth andfinne
nomore.

Sweete Lard, fif the prieftes tooke keepe to thy dome, they
would be agatt to demen men as they done.O Loxd if one of them
breake a commaundement of thy law, he will axe mercy of thee,
and nota peine that is due for the finne, for peyne of death were
to little, O Lord ow daren they demen any man to the deathfor
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thy law they will fer penaunce or pardon them, and mayntayne ;
themas oﬁea}; they tlscfpaffen. But Lorde, if aman onez bre};,.kc &:ﬁf&lﬁb
theyr lawes or peake agaynit theny, he may done penaunce but_the breaking
ones,and after be burnt. Trulych Lord thou fayft, but ifeuery of of Godslave
vs forgeue other his trefpafie , thy father willnot forgeuen vs
ourfinnes. And Lord when thouhonge on the croffe,thou pray-
edft to thy father to haue mercy on thine enemies.

And yet the fain Lord, that they demen no man to the death,
for the fain they ne mowen by their law demen any man to the
death. Aleeue Lord,euen fo faden theyr forefathers the phariltis,
that it ne was not layvfull for themto kill anyman. Andyetthey
bidden Pilate to done theeto the deathagaynit his owne confei-
ence,forhe wold gladly haue :quitte thee,but for thut they threa-
tened him with the Emperour, and broughten agaynit thee falfe
witnefle alfo. And he was anheathen man.

. §OLord, howmuchtruer dome was there in Pilate that was
an heathen iuftice , then in our kinges and iuftices that woulden
demen to the desth and berne in the firehim:that the Prieftsdeli-
ueten vnto them withouten witnes or prefe? For Pilate ne would
not demen thee: for that the Pharifeis fayden that gif thou nehad
deft not bene a mifdoer we ne woild not deliuer himvnto thee:
for to,they broughten in theyr falfe witnefle agaynit thee . But
Lord,as thou faydeft fometime thatitfliould ben lighter at domes
day to Tyro and to Sydonand Gomorra,than tothe cities where
thouwrought wonders and miracles : fo Ldred, it hall be more
light to Pilate in the dome, then to our kinges and domesmen
that fo demen withoutwitnefle and prefe.For Lord to demen thy
folke for heretickes:is to holden thee an hereticke:and to brenné
them,is to brennen thee, for thoufaydeft to Paule when he per-
fecuted thy people:Saule, Saule,wherefore perfecuteft theu me,&
in the dome thou fhalt fay, that ye haue don to theleft of mine ye
haue done to me. /

Thus Lord, is thy mercy 8¢iuftice foredone by him that fayth
heis thy vicar in earth : for he veither keepeth ithimfelfe nor nill
not fuffer other todo it.

& The third commaundement,thatis patience and fufferance
is alfo ibroken by this vicar.Lord thou biddett fufferen both wré-

es and ftrokes withouten againitanding,and fo thou diddeft thy
felfe to geuen vs enfumple to fufferen of our brethren . For fufte-
ring nouriiheth loue, and aguynftandeth debate. Allthy lawesis
lous,orels the thing that draveth toloue.

But Lord,men teachen , thatrmen fhoulden pleten for theix
sightand fighten alfo therefore , and els they feyn,men ben in pe-
rill : and thou bid in the olde lawmen fight for theyr countrey.
And thy felfe haddeft two frvordes inthy company whenthou
fhouldeft go to thy pafsion,that as thefe clerkes feyn , betokeneth
afpirituall fword and a temporall fworde, that thou gaue ta thy
vicar to rule with,thy church.

Loxd this is a fleight fpeech, but Lord we beleué that thouart
king of bliffe , and that is thine heritage and mankindes countrey  he pope
and in this worlde wee ne bene but ttraungers aud pilgrimes. break ct!{’
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