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is your father that is in heauen. O Lord this is a blefled leffon to
teach men to be meke.
But Lord he that clepeth himfelfthy vicar on earth he clepeth
himfelfe father of fathers agaynft thy forbidding. Andallthofe
worfhips thou haft forbad. He approueth them,and maketh them
mifters to many, that teach thy people their owne teaching,ands
leaue thy teaching that is nedefull,and hiden it by quainte glofes;
from thy lewd people, and feede thy people with fiveuens that
they mete,and tales that doth little profit: but much harme to the
people. Bur Lorde , thefe glofers obiecte that they defire not the
ftate of maftry to be worfhipped therby, but to profit the more to
thy people wheé they preach thy word. For as they feggeé the peo-
plewill Eeleue more the preaching ofa maifter that hath taken a
ftate of fchole, then the preaching of an other man thathath not
take the ftate of maiftry.

¢ Lorde whether it bee any neede that mayfters beren wit-
nes to thy teaching that it is true and good2O Lord whether may
any maifter moweby his eftate of maifterie, that thou haft for-
boden, drawe any man from his finne, rather then an otherman
thatis not a maifter, ne wole bee none, for it is forboden him in
thy Gofpell? Lord thou fendeft to mayfters to preach thy people,
and thou knowledgilt in the Gofpel to thy father that he hath hid
his wifedome from wife men and redy men, and thewed it to litle
Children.And Lord, maifters of the law hylden thy teaching fo-
ty,and feiden that thou wouldeft deftroy the people withthy tea-
ching Trulich Lord, fo thefe maifters feggeth now: for they haue
written many bookes agaynft thy teaching that is truth, 8¢ fo the
prophecie of Teremy is fulfilled, when he fayth : Truelich thefalfe
points maifters of thelaw hath wrought leafing. And now is the
time come that S.Paul fpeaketh of,where he fayth:time fhal come
when men fhall not fufteine wholefome teaching. But they fhul-
len gatherto hepe maifters with hutching eares, and from trueth
they fhullen turnen away their hearing, and turnen them to tales
that maifters haue maked to fhowyne their maiftry and their wife-
dome. :
€ AndLord 2 man fhall beleue more amans workes then hys
words,& the dede theweth well of thefe maifters that they defiren
more maiftrie for their own worfhip than for profit of the people,
Forwhen they be maifters, they ne preachen not fo oft as they
did before. And gif they preachen, commonlich itis before riche
men there as they mowen beare worfhip and alfo profite of their
preaching.But beforz poore men they preachen but feldem,when
they ben maifters : and fo by theyr woorkes wee may feenc that
they ben falfe glofers. : ‘

And Lord,me thinketh that who fo wole keepen thine heftes
him needcth no glofes: but thilke that clepen them felfe Chriften
men, and lyuenagaynit thy teaching and thine heltes, needelich
they mote glofe thine heftes:after theirliving,other ¢lsmen fhul-
den openlich yknovy their hipocrifie and their falthod.

ButLord,thou fayttthat” there ys nothing yhid that thall not
be hewed fome time. And Lordyblefled mote thou be.For fome-
what thou thewelt vs now of our milchiefes that wee bene fallen
in through the wifedomes of mayfters;that haue by fleightes ylad
vsaway from thee and thy teaching,that thou that were thy mai-
fter of heauen taught vs fgr loue,when thou were here fome time
to heale of sur foules, withouten exror or herefie, But maifters of
wotldes wifedome and their founder, hiaue ydamned it for herefie
and for errour, : o

O Lord,me thinketh it is a great pride thus to reproue thy wife
dome and thy teaching. And Lord me thinketh that this Nabugo-
donofor king of Babilon that thus hath reproued thy teachin
and thine heftes, and commandeth on all wyfe to kepen his hefts:
maken thy people hearen him as a God on earth, and maketh thé
his thrales-and his fernauntes.

But Lord:we lewd men knowen no God but thee, & we with
thine help and thy grace forfaken Nabugodonofor and his [avves,
For heis in bis proud eftate wole have all men vnder him, and he
nele be virder no man. Heondoth thy lawes that thou ordéyneft

- toben kept,and maketh his ovwne lawes as him liketh : andfohe

makethhim king aboue all other kinges of the earth,, and maketh
men to worfhippen himas a God, and thy great facrifice he hath
ydone away. o
O Lord,here is thy commaundement of meckenes, mifchiflich
tobroke: Andthy blefled cothmaundement of poorenes is alfo
to broken,and yhrd from thy people. Lord, Zacharie thy prophet
fayth,that thou that fhounldeft be our king, thouldeft bene a poore
man,and {o thou were:for thou faydeft [Ey felfe Foxes hauedens,
and birdes of heauen neftes, and mans fonne-hathnotwhere
to legge his head on. And thou faydeft yblefled ben poore men in
fpirite for thy kingdome of heauen is_therein. And woe o riche
men,for they hran theyr comfort in this. world. And thou bad thy
difciples to ben ware of all couetife,for thou faydeft,in the aboi-
dance of a mans hauing, neisnot his lyfelode. And fo thou tea-
cheft that thilke that han more then them needeth to theyr living
lvuen in couetife, Alfo thou fayft,but gifa man forfake all things
that he oweth,he ne may not bene thy difciple. Lord, thou fayeit
allo that thy worde tht is fowne in siche mens hartes, bringeth

The complaynt of the plonghman,of the abufes of the worlde.

forth nofruite: for riches and the bufines of this world muken it
withouten truie

O Lord, here bene many bleffed teachinges to teach men to
bene poore,and loue porenes.But Lord harme is, poore menand
poorenes ben yhated,and ryche men ben yloued and honoured.
And gifaman beapoore man, men holden him a man without
grace, and if a man defireth poorenes,menholden him but a foole.
And ifa man bea rich man, men clepen him a gratious man, and
thilke thatben bufyin getting of riches: benyhold wyfe men
and ready: but Lord thefe rich men fayen that itis both lefil and
needefull to them to gather riches together.For they ne gathereth
itfor themfelfe,but for other men that ben needy, and Lord their
woorkes fhewenthe truth.For ifa poore needy man woulde bo-
rowen of theyr riches, he nele leane him none of his good, but gif
he mow be feker to haueit againe by acertayne day.

But Lord, thou bede thata man fhould lend, and not hoping
yelding againe of him that he lendeth to:and thy father of heauen
wol quite him his mede. And gifa pore aske arich manany good,
the rich man will geue him buta little, und yetit fhallbe little
worth. And Lord me thinketh that here is litel¢ lone and charitie,
bothto God and to our brethren,

For Lord,thou teacheftin thy Gofpell, that what men doe to
thy feruauntes : they done to thee. A Lord, gifa poore man axe
good for thy loue,men geueth him 4 little of the wurft. For thefe
rich men ordcinen both bread and ale for Gods men of the wurft
thatthey haue. O Lord, fith all good that men hath commeth of
thee: how dare any man geue thee of the wurlt,and kepe to him«
felfe the beft> How may fuche men fay that they gatheren riches
for others necd, as well us himfelfe fith their workes ben contra-
trary to their words>And thatis no great truth. And be ye feker
thefe goods that rich mé han,they ben gods goods, ytake to your
keeping, to loke how he wolen be fetten them to the worfhip-
ping of God.And Lord, thou fayeftin the Gofpell, that who (o is
true in litle, he is truein that thing that is more. Andwho that is
falfe in a litle thing,who wole taken him toward things ofagrea~
ter value> And therfore, be ye ware thathan gods goods to keep.

: Srend ve thilke truelich to the worfhip of God, leutt ye leefen the
b

yflfed of heauen,for the vatrue defpending of Gods goods in this
world,

O Lord, theferich men feggen'that they done much for thy
loue.For many poore labourers ben yfound by them, thur thoul-
een fare febelich, ne were notthey and their readines: Forfooth
me thinketh that poore labourers geueth to thefe rich men,more
then they geuen tgem agaynward. For the poore men mote gone
to his labour in cold and in heate, in wete anddry,and fpeng hys
flethand his bloud in the richmens works,vpon Gods gound, to
finde the rich man in eafe,and in liking,and in good fure of mexte
of drink and of clothing Here is a great gift of the poore man, for
he geuethhis owne body. But what geucth the richman hym a-

ayneward?Certes fecble meat, and fecble drinke,and feeble clo-
t §ng.What euer they feggen, fuche be their workes , and hereis
lirrle love. And whofoeuerJooketh wellabout, ll the worlde fa-
reth ss we fegpé. And all mé ftudieth on euery fide hov they may
wexe richmen. And euerich man almoftis afhamed to benhol-
denapooreman, .’ _ )

And Lord,] trow for thou were a poore mat:,men token lile
regarde to thee,and to thy teaching. But Lord thou came to geue
vs anewteltament of louc, & therefore it was femelich that thou
came in poorenes,to prooue whowold loue thee,andkepen thine
heftes,For gif thou haddeft ycome in forme of arichman andofa
Lord,men wold rather for thy dread then for thy loue,haue ykept
thyne heftes. And fo Lord now thou might wel yfee which loven
thee as they thould in keeping thyneheftes. Forwho thatloueth
thee in thy paorenes and in thy lownes,needes he mote louc thee
in thy Lordihip and highnefle.

But Lord,the world is turned vpfe downe,8 men loue poore
men but alitlene porenes neither But men be athamed of poore-
nes,and therefore Lord, Itrow that thouartapooreking. And
therefore I trow thathe that clepeth himfelfe thy vicure on earth,
hath forfaken poorenes, as he hath do the remnaunt of thy lavve:
and is become a rich man and a Lord, 3 maketh his treafure vpon
the earth that thou forbiddeft in the Gofpell. And for his right und
riches he will plete,and fight & curfe. And yer Locd, he will fegge
that he forfaketh all thinges that he oweth, asthy true difciple
mete done after thy teaching in the Gofpell.

. But Lord thou ne taughteft not a manto forfaken his goodes
and plete for them and fight, and curfe.  And Lord he takethon
him power to afloyle a man of all maner things,but if it be of det.
Truely Lord, me thinkethhe knowethlitle of charitie. Forwho
thatbeth in charitie,pofeffeth thy goodes in common and ot in
proper at his neighbours nede. And then fhall there none of them
fegge this is mine,but it is Gods that God granteth tovs to fpen-
den'it to his worfhip. And fo if any of them:boroweth a porcion
of thofe goodes,and difpendeth them to Gods worlhip:God is 3-
payed of this fpending and alloweth him this true doyng: Andif
God is payed of that difpéding thatis the principal Lord of thofe
goods, how dare anye of his feruauntes axen there of,accountgs,
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