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to helpe vs in this mifchiefe, for thy great goodnes that is with-
outenend. .

Lord, thou ne taugheeft notthy difciples to affoylen men of
her finne,and fetten them a penaunce for their finne,in faiting ne
inprayeng,neother almous dede:ne thy felfe, ne thy diftiples, v-
feden no luch power herzon earth. For Lord, thouforgeuemen
their finnes,and bede himfinne no more.And thy difciples*fulle-
denmenin thy name,in forgeueneflé of her finnes. Nor they toke
no fuch power vpon them as our prieftes dare nowe. And Lord,
thou ne affoyledeft no man both ofhisfinne and ofhis peyne,that
was dewforhisfinne, nethou grauntedft no man fuch power

“hereonearth, o

And Lord,me thinketh that gif there were a purgsrorye, and
any earthliche manhad power to deliueren finfull men from the
pevnes of Purgatory, he fhouldeandhe vere in charitie, fauen e-
_uerich man that werein waye of faluation from thilke peynes,fith
they make them greater then"danyk bodeliche peynes of thys
world Alfo ¢if the Bithop of Rome had fuch a power, he himfelfe
fhould neuer comen in purgatory ne in hell. And fith we fee well
that he ne hathno power to kepen himfelfe ne other men nother
out of thefe badilych peynes of the world, and he may goe o hell
forhis finne as an other man may:1 ne byleue not, thathehath fo
great power to afloylen men of their finne as he taketh vpon hym
abouen all other men.And I trowe that in thishe higheth hymfelf
aboue God.

Astouching the felling of Bythopricks & perfonages, I trovy
itbe x poynt of falfehed. For agentt Gods ordinauncehe robbeth
poore men of aporcion of theyr fuftenaunce, and felleth it,other
geueth i, to finde prond men inidlenes that done the lewd pu-
plelitell profite, but much harme aswe told before. Thus ben
thy commaundementes of treweth, of meekenes, andof poore
nefle, vndone by him that clepeth himflfe thy vicar here vppon
earth.

A Lordthou gauevs a commaundement of chaftice that is
aforfaking of flefhlich luites. For thou broughtelt vs to a liuing of
foule thar is yeouerned by the word. For Lord,thou ordeinedift
woman more frele than man to ben ygouerned by mans ru'e &
his help to pleafe thee & kepe thine hefts. Ne thou e ordeinedift
thata man fhould defire the company of awoman, and maken her
his wife, to lyuen with her in hys luftis as a fivyne doth dra horf]
And his wife ne like him not to his luftes, Lord thou ne gaue not
aman leaue to departen hym from his wyfe, and taken hyman

- other.
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But Lord thy mariage is acommon accord betyvene man &
woman, to lynen together to theyr liues ende, and in thy feruice
evther the better for others helpe, and thi'ke thatthusbeny-
come together, tene toyned by thee, and thilke that Godiay-
neth, may noman depart.But Lord, thou fayeft that gifa man fee
2 ywoman to coiteten her,than he doth with the woman lecherye
in hishart. And fo Lord, gifamun defire hiswife in couetife of
fuch luftes, and not to flye from whoredome, his weddinsisle-
chery, ne thou ne ioyneft them not together. Thus was Raguels
doughter ywedded to feuen hufbandes thar the deuil! inftrang-
Jed. But Toby tooke her to lyue with her in clennes , andbryng-
ing vp of her children in thy worfhip, and on him the deuill ne
had no power. For the wedding was I maked in God, for God,
and through God,

. ALord ihepeople is farre ygo from this maner of wedding,
For now men wedd¢ theyr wyues for fairenes other for riches, or

fome fuch other flefhlich lultes. And Lord,fo it preueth by thé for

the moft part. For aman fhall not finde two wedded ina kinde,

where the hufband loues the wife , and the wife is buxum to the
man, as they (houlden after thy law of maryage. But other the md

loues not his wife , or the wife is not buxumto herman. And
thus Lord is the rule of prefe, that never fayleth no preue whether
it be done by thee or no. AndLord, all this mifchiefeis common
among thy people, for that they knowe not thy worde,but theyr
fhepheardes andhyred men fedden them with cheir* fweuens and
leafinges. And Lord , where they fhoulden gon before vs in the

field, they feggen theyr order isfo holy for thy mariage. And

Lord, he that calleth himflfe thy vicar vpon earth, will not fuf-

fren prieftes to taken them wiues,for thatis agaynit hys law: Buc

Lord, he will difpenfen with them to kepen horen fora certayne

fomme of mony.And Lord,«ll horedcme is forfended in thy law.
And Lord, thou neuer forfendeft prieftes their wiues, ner thy A-
poftles neyther. And well Iwotein our land, prieftes hadden

wiunes votill Anfelmus duyes in the yeare of our Lord God,alené
hundred and tvventy and nyne,as Huntingdon writes. And Lord,
this makes people for the moft part beleuen, that lechery is no
finne. Therefore we lewd men prayen thee that thou wolt fend vs
fhepheardes of thine owne that wolen feeden thy flocke in thy le-
fewe, and Zon before théfelfe, and fo written thy law in our harts,
thatfrom the leaft to the molft all they mayen knowne thee. And
Lord,geue our kingand his Lordes , hart to defenden thy true
fhepheardes and thy theepe from out of the wolues mouthes, and
grace to know thee thatart the crue Chrift, thefonne of thy hea-
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uenly fathes, from the Antichrift, that is the fonne of pride.
And Lorde, geue vs thy poore fhecpe pacience and ftiengthto
fuffer for thy law, the cruelnes of the mrchieuous Wolues. and
Loxd,as thou huft promifed, fhorten thefe dapes. Lord we axen
this'now,for more neede wvas their neuer.

3 paubt not gentle veader, butin veaving this goodly
treatifcaboue pactived, the matter is mawicts @ playne of
itielfe xoout any furthee cxplication, vwobhatis to ve thoughe
aud wdged of this vicare of LhHlk, andinceeliont of Ic=
tev, whoime we call the Wilhop of Wome : whole fife here
thou feeit not onely t6 be fodiiodered inall popnts,iwar=
uing from the Geppes and epampic of Lhuft the IBanice
aud Byfyop of outioulcs, but alio wholeiawes and doc=
Lrincis o tepugnant and contrary from the preceptes and
tulc ofthe Doipell , that almoft there is no conuenicnce
betkoeenc them : as inthe perniing of this complayning
prapee, thou mayelt notououdy wnderfiand, yberefoe
bauing no necde to ftand in any turther expreling of thys
mateer, burleaning it o chine owu confideration, and di»
freetions 3 will fpeede mp feife (Chuft wiling)to proceede
toward thetime of Jiohu wickliffe , and s tellowes ta
king by o10cr ofpeares as 3 go, fuche thinges by the wap
agboth happencd befoze the farb time of Yickicic,andalio
may the better prepave the minde of theveaber , tatheena
ting of that ftozp. Yobherefivlt 3| think it not inconucnient
tointerre a propheticall pavabic, wyitten aboutthis time
02 not imuch befoze, wbich theauthoz mozaliy applicth vn=
tothe Bylop of ;ome, o what authop this propheae
0 mozallis to bealceibed, 3) baue not cevtainly toaftivme,
Somefay, that Rupelciffanus (oftuhomemencion 13mabe
before,pag.390. Was theantho therof, @ alledac it ont of
Jreoplacd, but in Feoifard as yet 3 hauc notfoundic. Jiny
wcan {eafd, as 3 haue fofid it wm Latin cxpreled,becante e
painteth out p ope fo rightly inhisfethers ¢ colours,as
3 thougbt the thing not to be omitted,fo 7 tooke this pre=
fent placc,asmof fit (aithough pecaduenture mifling the
owdct ofpeates alitle)to ifert the fame Zhe cffect of whuch
parabie tollowweth here vuder waicten,
- Fntbetimeot Pope Jnnocent the 6. abouc fpecificd,
this Ioannes de Rupe fciffa2 & Sfrper among other hys po=
becies mecuciiouly forcfpake(as alledged SFroplard, who
oth hard and fate him) ofthe taking of Fiohnthe Frenche
kiug pifoncr, and broughtforthmany othee notabic coi=
lections concerning the petils,mutations and changings
iny Church to come, And at tohat timethe pope Kept hym
atQuinion in paifon (whete Fropfard isfapd to fechym
ano tofpeake with bim)the fapd FFropfard hard i 'y;mpes
Lourt this cxample and pavable, vecited by thetozefapd
FFeyer Rupefciffanus, to the ttoo Lardinals, t0wit, Lardls
nall Hoftienfis,and Ladital Auxercenfis, which follovoeth) 4 o e
mn tbﬂ‘k \]JD;DCE. ) . Prowhcgy_
( wben ona cettapne time, a byade was bionghtintd mg'the de-
the woide all bare and without fethers, theothet bydes fiuétion of
beaving thereof, came to vifitchers @ for that thepfawe hey the Pope.
to be amceucilous fayze and beauciiull byd they contfai=
1ed together bowe thepnight beft bo ber good, fithbyno
meanes withoutfethers, femighteyther fice o2 liuc coms=
mobdioufly. They all wilhed her 1o tine fop her cpeelient
forme and beautics fake, infomuche thatamong them all
there was not one,that toould notgraunt fome partofher
otwn fethers to decke this byde withalliyea, and themoze
teimthey fate hertabe, themoe fethers #ill they gaue
‘nto het, fo that by thismeanes fhe was palling weil pé=
ned and fethered,and began to flec. The sther byrbes that
thus had adourned her with grovly fethers, behelomg her
to ficc abroad,ocre mevuciloudy delighted therwith. Jin y
end,this byrofecing her feifefo goageoudly fethered, e ofal
the veft to be bad in honor : began to wage proud ¢ hauty.
in fomuch that fye bad no vegard at all buto the,bp whe o - 4 -
fhe wag aduaunced: gca fhe puu%en them with herbeak, oge_
plucked them by the (Kinne and fethers,andin al] places The proude
bucted thein . yoheeupon the byrdes ficting in couneeil @z profperivic
gapue,cailed the matter in quettion,domaiding one ofan of the popes
other what was bel tobe done touching this vukind bird
whom they loningly with theic oton feehers had deckeB & The decay
avoucned:Affirming, that thep ganenot thepa fetherstop of the pope
mtentthat e therby puft vp ith paide, hould contemp  deleribed
tuoufy difpife shew all . The Pecocke therefore aunfive=
reth seft . Teuely fapth he,for that e is braucly fee fouch
with my payuted fethers, 3 wil againe takethem fraber,
Then fapth the Malcon,and 3 alfo will hbaucmine againe.
Thisfentenceat lengeh took place amorig thomall,fo that
cucty one plucked fed her thofe fethers obich befoae thep
had geuen, chalenging to them thrivowneagayne. sLotv
thig proude by1d feeing hev {elfc thus tobepealt wythall,
began foachwith to abate hev haney fomacke,and huanbiy
1
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