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A Sermon I\fxtj eft falus mea, vt veniat,&iuﬁitia.égc.’fhat is: My fauing
fade,be. health is neare athandto come , and my righteoufnes to be re-
fordthe o led.8enBly.56. After the fentence of S. Paule Rom. 2. and in
E&;;c; ¢.  diucrsotherplaces , befose the Natiuity of Chrift : the whole

D vor was denided into two forts of men, the Iewes and Gentils,
3‘:’:‘ xg:}ii ?lvhoﬁdewcs who wayted forthe ngem'ng ofthe dore of] Paradife,
totveo forts by the bloud of the Suuior o E\e -The Gegiles who.yet fitting
ofmenbe- i darckeneffe were to be cil¥tolight, andto be iuftified by
fore thein- goh a6 is written.Rom.3. T )
famation This fuluation perteining both to the Jewand Gentile . God
Chrit, promifed before time to the Fathers by the Prophets,to ftirre vp

< -, thedefite chereofin their hartes the more : and toencreafe theyr

"7 frmehope andfaythin the fame. As firftin Mich.6; the voyce of

' the Lor cryeth { Healthand faluation fhall be roall menwhich
feare my name.And Efay.46. Iwill geuein Sion faluation,and in
Iemfalein my glory.8c: with diuers fuch other places like . And
forfomuch as hope in mady times which isdeferred , doth affti&
the foule,and conceiueth wearineflz of | long deferring:He there-
fore prophefying of the: nearenefle of the commyng thereof fay -

- ethmoreouer.Efay.x4. his time is neare at hande to come . Alfo
Abacuc.2.He will come and will not tary, with many fuch other
laces mioe.So then the holy Fathets being in Limbo , looked &
EoP'edstharhc fhould bring out them that fave bound , and which
in the'haufe of prifon (it n darckenefk,as is read Ef: 3y . a1. Then
the time dsevv an in which came the fulnefle of the Gentiles, and

“ in which the Lordwould declare the riches of this miltery being

hidden from the world, and from generations.Col. 1 . Wherefore
the Lord in this texe doth both certifye our fathers of the com-
ming of our Savior, and doth comfort them touching the neare-
. nefl¢ thereof, andalfo teacheth the iuftification of the Geenils by
: fayth approchin%now nearc athand, according o the words.of
smy text, Tuxea eft alus mea 8c. Which words were filfilled thé,
what time the Lord did manifeft his faluation,and did reveale his
righteoufnes in the fight of all the Gentilcs. And is deuided in 3.
partes . Of which the firf} fpeaketh of the nearencfle of his com.-
1 ming,where s fuyd , Tuxta eft falus.&c. The fecond concerncth
faxtacfl. e m¥flery of the Aduent of Chrift and his incarnution,where he
fayth:Veveniat.&c. Thirdly is confidered the feuerity of God,his
terriblé reuenging iudgement to be reuealed,where he fayth:ve
veueletur.&c. which isto be expounded of his primitiue ftice:
whereof fpeaketh Amos the 5.faying:And iudgement fhall be re-
uealed like 2 floud.and righteoufnefie like a ftrong ftream.Wher-
fore for our contéplation let vs receine with ioy the folemnities
of his holy vigile, the word I fay of God the fathersthat is, Chrift.
Towhomitis fayd Efay.49 I haue gzuen thee to be a light to the
Gentiles,and to be my faluation, through theends of the world.
Agayne Efiy.46. My faluation fhall not flacke.&¢ -

As rouchiog the nearenes thereof,itis in thefe dayes opened
tovs by the golpell,where we readin S.Mth. Wher the virgine
Mary.was difpoufed vito Jofeph, before they did come together:
the yvas found with childe by the holy Ghoft. By this it was eui-
dent to ynderftand, that our fanior ought fhortly to proceed out
of the chatte wombe of the virgin, according as the Prophet d§d
foretell,faying: Behold a virgine fhall conceiue and bring forth a
{onme.&c. For like as the grape when it waxeth greatandfull,is
neareto'the muking ofwine'y and the floure when it fhooteth a-
broud, ithatteth to the frui: So the faluation of the world in the
fiwelling and growving of the virgins wombe, began to draw nigh
tomankinde . For then appeared the grace and bengni.y of our
Sauior,when his mother was foiid to haue in her wombe by the
holy Ghoft as is declaredin that as followeth by the Angell fay-
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ing:for that which is borne of her,is of the holy Ghoft.

Touching he 2.purt of that which is fad, vt veniat:this may
be applyed to the contemplation of the ni¥itery of Chriftes com-
ming in the flefl. Wherof fpeaketh Aggeus the Prophet 2.He fhal
come,wha isdefired and looked for of all nations.&zc . Albeit the
famealfo may be uppliedto the fecond Aduent , fpoken of the 3.
of Efay.The Lord fhall come to judgemét 8¢c.In memoriall wher-
of;the 4.fonduy was dedicare,inthe olde time of the fathers; And
ofthis day of iudgement is writé in the Prophet Sophon.cap. 1.
The day ofthe Lord is neare: great & mighty it is,approching at
hande 8 wondrous fhoort. &c. -And albeitnot in it felfe, yetit
may beexpoiided in tribulatigs thar go before,as preambles vato
the fume:as Greg faith:The laft tribulation is preuéted with ma-
ny &fundry wibulations going before,althongh die end of al be
not yet.

Wherfore now crming to the 3. past of my fermé or theam,
letvs e of thofe tribulations that go before the laft comphing of
Chriftifthers be any fuch eribulation approching .nigh at¥nd
wherofthis lutputt of my theame may be verified where is fad:

The fecond
partaf his
theame,

Qg;geiu.z.

The third
partofhis
{ermon,

ASermon of Nich.Qrem, before Pope Urbane. s.

vt seueletur;that my righteoufnés thalbe teuealed to it the righ.
teoufhes primitiye,that righteoufnefle may be brought and lie
Prophefy of Dapiel fulfilled Dm.y.(:onceming which matrer, 4.
thinges here come in order tobe declared, oo
" Firft concening the reuealing of ttibulation , according to
that part of my theame. V't reuelecur. &,

Secondly,congerning the nearenes of the tnbulstig ¢éming
according to the part of my theasme.Quia iuxts eft.&c.

Thirdly , ofthe falfc opinions of fome , vpon this patt of my
theame.Vtveniat e, S

Fourthly, what meanes and confiiltution we ougltt to take.
Vtiuxtaell falys, i

Asfor the firfh, it is fo notorious and fo comm in the feri
tures that the church thould fuffer and abide tribulation , that{
need nothereto ftand in alleadging any thing touching either
the caufes to be weid,or the termeo be conieGured thereof, As
concerning thewhich caufes,I will geue z.rules to be noted be-
fore,for the better opening of that to follow. The firft rule.s Jthae
by the 2.kingdomes of the nation of Hebrues, which were in the
olde time,to wir,by the kingdome of Ifrael , whofe head was Sa«
maria,is fignified in the prophets the erronious fmagoge: And by
the fecond kingdome of Tu a,0fwhofe ftock came Chrift,whofe
head metropolitane was lerufalem, is fignified the true Church,
And this rule is not mine,but is an authentike glofe of S.Ierome,
and alfo is the rule of Origene in the laft Ho; ly vpan the olde
teftament,and is upproued by the church. -

The fecond rule s, that by the brodell houfe and fornication
mentioned in the Prophets:is fignified fimony,and abufed difpé-
fations,and prometions ofperfggs vaworthy, for lukers fake,or
els for any other partiall funour , whiche by vnlawfull wayes,
by al lawes of the wetld to come 1o office and honor. Merx dici-
tur namque amerendo, thatis,for gaine or price is derived of gai-
ning: For the which gapne or price,that is folde which by nature
ought not to be {olde. Therefore,to geue any thing for refpec of
gayne or hicr, which ought to bee geuen freely for vertues fake,
1s akinde of fpiricuall corruption 8 as 2 man would fay,an who-
rifh thing,wherof the prophet Efay,complagneth fpeaking of Ie-
sufulem, and faying:The Citty which once was faythfull and full
ofiudgement,how is it now become an whorith citytAnd in like
maner Ofee alfo the prophet.chap.s. Ierufalem , thow haft forni-
cated and gone an whoring fr thy God. Thou haftloued fike ar
harlot,to get gafne in euery barne of corne. And in many otheg
places of Scrip:ure, where fornication can not be othesywife ex-
pounded. T

Thefe two rulesthus premifed , nove let vs marke the Scip-
tures,and uccarding to the fame iudge of:the whole ftate of the
Church,both that is patt, and that is to come : firlt intreating of

the caufes of tribulation to come:fecGdly of the vicinity of time
of the fayd eribulation to com E

And firfk concerning the ftate of the Church , & of caufes of
tribulation. Thus fayth the Lord in the prophet Ezechiel, 16.cap.
{peaking to the Church vnder the name afll)erulecm . Intheday
ofthy byrth Icame by thee, and faw thee troden downe in thine
ownebloud.&c. Here he {peaketh of the time ofthe mmartyrdome
of the Church.Then it followeth: After this thouwaft clenfed frd
thy bloud,thatwaltgrowne vp,8 waxen great: thé wafhed I thee
with water,I purged thy bloud from thee ( fpeaking of ceafing of
perfecution) L annognted theewith oyle,t gaue thee chaunge of
rayments,] girded thee with white filke, I decked thee with coft-
ly apparel,I put ringes vpon thy fingers,a chayn about thy neck,
Spangs vpon thy forehcad,an!Earingcsvpon thine eares . Thus
wat thou decke with filuer & gold, & a beautifull crowne fet vp-
onthine head Meruelous goodly waft thou & beautifull , euen a
very queen waft thou:For thou waft excellétin my beuty ,which
1 putvpon thee,{ayth the Lord God.&e.This prophecy or rather
hiftory fpeaketh of and declareth,the profperity of the church.

Andnowheare the corrupti6 and tranfgrefsion of the chur.
chesfot fo itfolloweth:But thou haft put confidence n shine oven
beauty, and plajd the harlot, whenthou haddett gotten theea
name ., Thou hatt committed whoredorme with al that went by
thee, and hattfulfilled their defires ¢ Yea thou haft taken thy gur-
ments of divers coulors and-decked thine altars therwith, wher-
vpon thou mighteft fulfill thy whoredome of fuch a fathion as ne.
uer was done,nor fhall be. Which whoredome can in no wife be
expounded for carnall,but fpirituall whoredome , And therfore,
fee hovv liuely he hath paynted out the cosruption zad fallin g of
the Church. '

And therefore followveth nowy the correion «nd punifhiméc
of the Church. It followeth:Beholde, Iftretch out my hand ouer
thee,and will diminifh thy ftore 6ffoode , and deliuer thee ouer
into the willes of the Philiftines , and of fuch as hate thee ¢ And
they fhall breake downe thy ftues , and deftroy thy brodell bou-
fes ( thatis, the place wherein thou didft exercifé this yvicked
nefl)chey thallitrippe thee out of thy clothes: All thy fyre and
beauifull inels thall they take from thee, and folec thee fit naked
and bare.&c. ' o S

Hereisplagnely to befene what fhall happen to the church
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