of the Church
draweth neare,

i.51gne, felfe vpon the faying of the Apoftle Paule, 2. Theffil . 2. wherehe  the faymts. But this phantafy cémeth of the ignoraunceofmoy- Prideof.

wThef 20 writefb:’fhat vnlefis there come a defcclion firft.&c . By thewhi-  rall Ph:lofophg and diuinity , and ofthe defeét of naturall pru- P?clgtg' '
chedefeGtion. lerome vitima queft. ad inquifitiones Ianuarij,  dencedfor thatin all nations,and by common lawes, prieftshaue noted, |

Exceptthere  gatherethand expoundeth allegoricallye, the defolation of the  had and ought to haue wherewith ‘to fuftayne themfeluesmore

come 2 defelti-
on firfi:howeit

raduenture it may be colle€ted and gathered, thatwhiche [
giw here to fay. For the trattation whereof, firft I grounde my

monarchy of Rome : Betweene the which defolation , and the
perfccutfon of the Church by Antechrift , he putteth nomeanc

which{ondly haue difputed ofthe pouerty of Chrift,and haie in-
ueyed agaynft the Prelates, becaufe they liue not in pouertye of

honeftly thén the vulgare fort , and Prelates more honeitly than
the fubteCtes.But yet hereby is not permitted to them their great

i{.; mdbcyndcr‘ fpace. And now what is the {tate of that common wealth, if itbe hogfes,thcjr troupes of horfemcy 1 their fuperfluous pompe of
anded, compared to the madefty of thatit hath bene , iudge your felues. ‘the’r wayting men and great famylyes, whyche fcarcely can bee
An other glofe there s that fayth,how by that defeétion isment:  maynteyned without pride, nejther can be fufteyned withfate

that from the Church of Rome (hall come a departing of fome 0~ iutlice,andmany not without fighting and iniuries inconueniét:

ther Chuirches. . not muc!l valike to that as Iuftine the hiftorician writeth of the

2.Note ot to- The fecond note and marke is this , when the Church fhalbe  Carthaginenfs, The family (fayth he) of fo great Emperours was
ken, worfe in maners thdn was the Sinagoge : as appearethby theor-  ¥ntolerable to fuch u free Citty . In mbLible wife » thisgreat

The Sinagogue
and the ch:{u%lh
compared to-
gether inma-
ners,

who as Ierame witnefleth were then the Clergye ofthelewes:  fourth.Heare you fatted kine of Samaria , vethatdoe pooremen AMOt4,
of couetoufneffe 5 for 1t they fuffereddoucs tobe foldeinthe  wrong , and oppreffe the needye , the daye fhall come vpon '
temple of God. Secondly.for thut they didhonor Ged withtheir  you.8c. ) . .
lips and not with thér mouth,&becaufe they fayd,but dyd not. _The fift figne is the tyranny ofthe Prelates and DPrefidentes, ¢.Sizne,
T}mrdly,he rebuked them,for that they were hypocrites . Tothe  whichasit isu violent thing,{o it cannot be long latting. Foras 3
firft then letvs fee,whether itbe worle to fellboth Church& Sa-  Salomon fayth,Sap.16.For it was requifite that (without any ex- Sap.16,
cramentes, thn to fufler doues tobefolde in the Temple ornot.  cufe) deftruétion thoulde come vpon thofe whiche exercifed ty-
The fecond , where as the phurifeis were rebuked for honouring ranny . The property ofa tyraunt is to feeke the commodity not
to God with their lips,and not with hart ; there be fome, wthh ofhis fubieétes , but onely his will and profite.. Such wer¢ the The tyran.
neither honor God with hart,nor yet with lips: And whichney-  Paftours thae fedde not the Lordes flocke, but fed themfeues: of ny of ;r::-

- ther do well,nor yet fay well,neither do they preach any wordut  whomandto whom {peaketh the Prophet Ezech.34.Woe bevn- lates noted,
all,but be domb dogs not able to barke, impudent and hameles - to thofe Paftours of Iirael that feede themfelues, Shoulde not the Ezech.34

dinary glofe vpon the 3.0f leremy where it is written. The back-
flider Ifraell ,may feeme iuft and righteous in comparifon of fin-
full Iuda. That is,the Sinagoge in comparifon of the Churche of
God Whereof writeth Origenes faying : Thinke thacto be fpoké
-of vs what the Lord fayth in Ezech .. 16. Thouhaft exceeded thy
fifter in thine intquities . Whereforenow ( te compare theone
wich the other ) Firft ye knove how Chrift rebuked the Pharifeis,

dogs that neuer haue enough,fuch paftors as haue no vaderftun-
ding declining & ftraying all in their owne way,euery one geué
to couctonfines from the higheit to the loweft. And thirdly,as for
Hipocrify theve be alfo fome,whofe intollerableipride & malice is
-fo manifelt snd notorious,kindled vp like a fire: thatno cloake or
fhiadow of hypocrify can ceuer it , but are fo paft all fhame, thac it
may be wel{ verified of them which the Prophet fpeaketh. Thou

pride in the Church of God(efpecially in thefe dayes)doth moue
not fo few to due reuerence,as many to indignaton:and yetmo
to thofe thinges aforclayde, which thinkeno lelle but to doe fa-
crifice to God if they may robbe and fpoile certayne fatte priefts
and parfons namely fuch as neicher haue nobility ofbloud , and
lefle learning to beare themfelues vpon but are Iyers,feruile and
fraudulent, 1o whome the Lorde fpealéth by his Prophet Amos

fhepheardes feede the flockes ? with many other threatninges u-
gaynit them in the fayd chapter.Wo be vnto them which reloyce
at the tranfgrefsions of fuch whom it licth in theyr power to ¢6-
demnq,nexrher do they feeke whatheis able to pay,to whom cri~
cth Micheas thg-Praphet 3.chap. Ye hate the goodandloue the e~
uill,ye pluck ofinens skinnes and the fleh, from the bones:ye eat
the flefh of my people,and flay oftheir skin:ye break theig bones,

ye

43t K.Edwardz. ASermon of Nich.Ovem before the Pope. o
andfolloweth iore in the fayd chapter. Thineeldeftfifteris Sa~  haft foteé fhe thafods of <n Harlot,then wouldeft riot bliufh &, Noteor
matfathe ind her daughtets vpon thy lefchand : But the yongeft The 3.figneand token of tribulation approching neare.to the. rokea,
fifter that-dwelleth on thy right hand is Sodoma withher dsugh-  Church , may well be taken of the td¥nuch vnequall proportion
. ters whofe finnes were thefe:pride,fulnefle of meate,aboundice  feene-this dayifi'the church . Where orte is bun gryand fafueth,
" " and idleneffe,neither retched they thefr hand to the poore. And  another is dronke.By reafon of which fo great inequality, it can-
vet neither Sodoma thy fifter with her danghters,hathdone foe:  notbe that the ftate of the Church s it s now,can long endure.
 uill asthouand thy daughters: Neither hath Samaria (thatisthe  Forlike asin good harmony to make the mufick perfeét,is requi-
Sthagoge)done half ofthy finnes,yea thou haft exceeded themiin  red a moderate and proportionat equalityof voﬁ’eé; whichifit
Aeech 23, withednefle ., Take therefote-and beare thine owne confufion.  do much exceed it taketh away alfr 2 fiveet melody : Sasccor-
B &c.Agayne in the 23.chapter of Ezechiel. After the Prophethad  ding tothe fentence of the Philofephes,by tmuch immfodetate
. deferibed at large the wickednefle, corruption, and punifhiment  ineduality or difpariety of citizens, the cdmon wepldifalleth o
of the S¥nagoge,turning to the Church, (fth : And when her (i< ruine. Cotrary where mediocrity;tharis,where a méanmédua-
fer favthis ; the raged and was madde with luft , loue of riches,  lity with fome proportion is kept 5:thaopollicy ftandethfirhe & .
andfelowing voluptuoufhes. Herfornication and whoredome  more fure ta continge. Now amﬁ(d the politicke regiiments of
fhe committed witl Princes -and great Lordes , clothed with all  the gentils,I thinke none more i ¥ be found in hiftdries;wherin
- manerofgorgeous apparell ; fo that her pappes were brufed,and  isto be feene fo great and exeeeding oddes, thén in the;pollicye
. herbrefteswere marred . 'And then {peaking of her punithment,  ofPrieftes: Ofwhom fome be fo high, that they exceedall Prin- :
. fayth: Thern my hartforfooke her, like as my hart was gonefrom  ces of the earth § fome alga'ync be fobafe,, that they are yiiderall
ber fifter alfo..  And moreouer repeating againe the caufe ther-  rafcals,fo thatfucha policy or common wealeh,may well be cal Olieare
+ -+ of , addeth : Thy wickedneff and thy fornications hath wrought  led Oligarchia.’ et et chi;c’a;;
T theeall this.&c. R : Thts may we pldynely fee and learne in the body of man’, to wherea
“fhelike wefinde alfo in Efay,leremy,Ezechielandinallthe  the which Plutarchus ( writing to Thracinius ) doth femblablye fewebeare
PO other Prophetes, who prophefying all together in one meanings compare the common wealth In'the whichi body, if the fiftinsce althe fway,
Ofee and almoftin one manerofwordes : Do conclude withafulla-  received thould all runne to one membes ; fothatthatmember 2nd all the
- reement and prophecyeto come,, that the Churchhallfall,and  fhould be t¢¥much exceedingly pampered, and all the other parts r;ﬂ be m:o-h
Excn bee punithedfor her great excefles, and tobee vrterly fpoi-  tg/much pined,that body coulI notlong continue:Sointhebo- BV
led exeept fhe repent of ag her abominations.Whereof fpeaketh  dy of the wealth ccc_I:ﬁaﬁical,if fome who be the heads be fo en-
Ofeas chap.z. Let her put away her whoredome out ofher fight;  ormely ouergrown in riches and dignity, that the weaker mem-
and her aduoutry fromher breftes , leaft I ftrip her nakedandfer  bers of thebody be fcant able to beare them vp, thereisa grear
hereuen ds fhe'came naked intothe world ( thatis in her primi- token of diffolution and ruine thortly, Wherupon commeth well
Nahum.2 tine pouerty)So ithe do notit, it fhal folow ofher asin thepro-  inplace the faying of the Prophet Etay. Every head isficke, cue- Ef: ayaT.
a het Nahum;' chap. 3. . For the multitude of thefornication of 1y hartis full of forrow,of the which heads it is alfo fpoken in the
the fayre and Beaurifull harlotte,which is amaifter of witcheraft,  Prophet Amas.chap.s. Wobe to the fecure ant proud wealthye Amon,
yeaand felleth the people through her whoredome, and the nati-  in Sion, and to fuch as thinke themfelues, o fure vpen themode
ons through her witcheraft. Andfolloweth vpon the fxme:Be-  of Samaria,taking themfelues as heads and rulers ouer other.&c.
hold I-wiilvpon thee fayththe Lord ofhoftes, andwillpullthy ~ And moreouer in the fayd prophet Efay it followeth:Fr5 the to
clothes-oucr thy head,thatthy mkcqlnes thall appeareamong the  ofthe head'to thcfo]c_of th foot,there 1s no whoole partin allthe
_ heathen;and thy fhame among the kingdomes.8z. ~ body,to witte:In the inferiours,becaufe they are not able to'liue
¢Thereforma=  Wherefore by thefe itis to be vnderltand , thatvponthis  for pouerty:in the fuperiours, becaufe for theyr excefsiue riches,
_ tionof the Church theprimitiveiuftice of Godis to be reucaled hereafter,  they-azeleft from doing good . And followethin the fame place:
Church, And thus much of the firit of the foure members abouc fore-  But all are woundes and botches and ftrypes , beholde here'the
‘ touched. - : daunger comming , the woundes of difcorde and déuifion, the
Certaine notes Now to the fecond member of my theame, Tuxta eft: concer-  botch or fore of rancor and enuy,the fwvelling ftripe of rebellion
,,:1 ’;’z":\:s that hingthe nearenefle of time.  Althoughitis potfor vstoknowe, and milchiefe, . : ) .
the tribulation  the mométs and articles oftime:yet by certaine notes and fignes The 4.figne is the pride of Prelates. Some there hate bene 4.Signe,

Micheas. 3,



