K.Edwards. A Sermon of N.Orem againft the Pope. 417,

yechopthem in peeces as it were into a Caudron , andas flefh
¥oechgq.  ntothepordec. And therefore the fore(syd Ezechiel pronoun-

ceth:Behold I will my felfe vpon the fhepheardes,and requiremy -

fheepe from thdyr handes, and make them ceafe from feeding my
fheep,yea the fhepheards fhall feed themfelues no moresfor T will
deliuer my fheep out of theyr mouthes , fothat they fhall not de-
uour themany more.

Si The fixt figne is.in promoting of'the vaworthy ,and of neg-
fi,é%,‘?:,'ing le€ting them thatbe worthy . This as Ariftotle fayth, is a greate
of vnwor.  caufe many times of the diffolution of commen weales. And of-
thy minia  tentimes 1t {o happeneth in the wars of princes,that the contépt
frers, and fnall regarding of thevaliant,ard theexalting of others that

bedeffe worthy, ingendereth diuers kindes & kindlinges of fedi--
» tion. For by the reafd partly of the fame, partly of the other cau-
 fesaboue recited:Wazhaue read not only inbooks, but haue fene
with our eies,diukrs florithing Cities welnearé fubuerted. Wher
. as good men be notmade of,but are vexed with forrow & griefe
by the euil: the contentiéat length brafteth out vpon the prince,
‘Haymo, 35 Haymo recitethoutofOrigen. This hath alwayes bene the per
ymo. uers incredulitye of mans harde heart, thatnot onely in heas
ring;, butalfo in feing i yet will they not beleue that otherhaue
pcufhed,vnlcﬂé they alfo perifh themfelues,

The feuéth figne is the tribulation of outvyard policy & com=
motions of the people,, whichin a great part is now happened
-already. And therefore forafimuchas Seneea fayth: Men do com-
playne commonly that euils onely come fo faft: It is to be feared
leait alfo theecclefiuftical policy be afflicted not onely outward-
ferems  lybutalfoin it felfe. And fo be fulfilled in vs , that in Ieremy is
prophefied cap 4.Marther is cryed vpon murther, and the whole
land Mall perithand fodenly my tabernatles were deftroyed, and
Fzech.y,  mytentes very quickly, And Ezec.7. Wherfore I will bringcru-
_ elltyraunts from among the heathen,to take theyrhoufs in pof-
- fefston,Iwill muke the pompe of the proud,to ceafe, and their {3~
Guaryes fhall be taken . One mifchiefe and forow fhall followy a-
nother,and one rumor fhall come after an other } then fhall they
feek vifions in vayneat theyr prophets , the law fhall be gone fr5

theyr Priefts,and wifedome f}:om their Elders &e,
8.Signe. “Theeightfigne is the refisfing of correGion,neither will they
heare theyr faultes rolde them, fo thutitis hapned to the princes
Zachg. and rulers of the Church,as it 1s written in the prophet Zuch. ca.
Refufing of 7. They ftopped their eares that they would not lieure : yea they
correftion  made their hartes as an Adamant ftone,, leaft they fhouldz heare
inthe cler~ e o and words which the Lord ofhoftes fentin his holy fpi-

o rite by the Prophetes aforetime . Alfo Efay witnefsing after the

3730 fime effeft.cup.3 o-fayth:Foritis an obftinate people, lying chil-

. drenand vnfagthfull, children that will not heare the law of the
Lord:which fay to the Prophetes, meddle with rothing, and tell
vs nothing thatis true aud right,but ipeake frendly wordes to vs.
&c.All this fhall be verified when the Prelates begin to hate thé

Truth fhét. thattell them trueth , and haue knowledge, like vnro fuch of whé
Amosss.  Amos fpeaketh,chaprer.s. They beare hitm enil wil that réproueth
them openly and who fotelleth them the playne trueth, they ab-
‘horre him And therefore fagth the Lord to the Church of Terufa-
Ofces lem.Ofe 4.Seing thou hutt refufed vnderftanding , Thave refuted
" theealfo,that thou fhalt no more be my prieft. Andfor fomuche
4s thou hatt forgotten the law of thy God, 1will alfo forget thy
children,and chaunge theyr honor inte fhame. And fo fhall it§e
like prieft,like peon'e &c. And many other fayinges there bein
the prophets, fpeaking of the deieéting and cafting downe of the

prieltly honor. . . .
Befides thefe forefapde fignes and rokens hitherto recited,
Lackoflear there be alfo diuers other: As the backlliding from righteoufhes,

7.Signe.

ned prieftes, che lacke of diferecte and learned Prieftes, promoting of childré .

into the Church with fuch other like. But thefe beingalreadye
well noted and marked , youmay eafely iudge and vnderftand,
whether thefe times now prefent of ours be fafe and cleare from
tribulation to be looked for,and whether the word of the Lord be
true according to my theame , Tuxza eftjuftitia mea vt reueletur,
my righteonfnes is neare at hande to bee reucaled.8¢ . And thus

muche of the fecond part. . R
The third Now to the third parc or member of my fubdeuifion , which
he ; r G i concerning the falfe and perilous opinions of fome , vpon thys
Ecr ofthe  word of my theame vtvenut &c, which opinipns prmplpally be

fubdivifion, 4.repugning all agaynitthe truth of the canonieall Seripture.

The firft opinion is of fuch men , whohauing to much confi-
Ihefirlto- g4oncein théfelues, do think and perfrvade with themfelues,chat
the Prelates be the Church , which the Lord will alwayes keepe
and neuer forfake as he hath promifed in the pecfons of the Apo-
ftles.Mathew.28.faving: Ancf Iwillbe with you to the end of the
world.&c. But this is to be vnderftanded of f:}th, whereof Chrift
The chuich e yth Luke. 21. T haue prayd for thee, that thy fayth fhall not
wl;c; el ’;’- tg;le. Whereof we read Ecclefiaft. 40. fayth fhall ftand for euer.,
;:’t"m‘,;’m‘?'ﬂﬁ &c.Andalbeit Chatity ware neuer fo colde, yer fayth notwith-
Ecclego,  ftanding,ihall remaynein few, and in all diftreffes of the world:
ofthe which diftrefles , our Sauiour doth prophecy in many pla-
ces to come. And leaft peraduenture fome thoulds thinke them-

pinion,

felues to be fafe fro.

m tribulation becaufe they be of the church,

this opinion the Lord himfelf¢ doth contraty inTeremy the 7. Teremy.7,
Trultnot ( fayth he ) in falfe lying wordes, faying: the temple of
the Lord,the temple of the Lord , and a litle after, ut you truftin
wordes and lying counfelkes which deceiue you anddoe youno

eod.

The fecond opinion is of thers, which deferre ty me; forthys .- .l
they well gr:umt,l that the Church fhall abide troul?lrc, butnot fo 1€ 2. Opinion,
fhortly:thinking thus with théfelues, that thefe caufes & tokens
afore recited,haue bene before at other times as well in the chur-
che.For both by Gregory and Bernard holy do&tors, in time paft
the Prelateshane bene in like fort reprebiended, both for theyr
bribinges,for theyr Pompe and pride,for the promoting of per-
fons and children vnfitte vnto ecclefiatticall Functions ;and o-
ther vyces moe, which haue reigned before this in the Church of
Godmorethgn now , and yet by God his grace, the Churche

hath profpered and

ftand. Doe ye not fee , thatifan houfe haue

ftand and continued ruinous 3 long feafon , itis neuermore
neare the fall thereby, but rather to be trufted the better * More-
ouer, many times it commeth {0 to pafle in Realmes and Kings
domes, that the pofterity is punifhed for the finnés of the prede-
ceflors. Whereof fpeaketh the booke of Lamentations the 5. cha-
ter. Onr fathers haue finned , and are now gone, and wemuit Thren.se
Eeare their wickednefle &e. Agaynft this cogitation or opinion 1 HeR5

well doth the Lord

aunfivere by the Prophet Ezechiel chaprer 13

faying: Beholde thoufonne ofman the houfe of Ifrael fayethin Ezechas,
this maner . Tuthasfor the vifion that he hath feene;it will bee

many a day or itcome to pafle :

Ieis farre of yet, the thing that

he prophecieth . Therefore fay vato them, thus Gyth the Lord
God:The wordes that Ihaue ipoken fhall be deferred no lon ger,
looke what I haue fayd, fhall come to paffe fayththe Lord, &c.
Wehaue feene in our dayes thinges to happen ; which feemed
beforeincredible . And the like hath bené feene in other times al-
fo: aswe read written in the booke of Lamentations chapter. 4.

The kinges of theearth nor all

would not haue be

the inhabiraunce of the worlde Thrends
leeued, that the enemy~and aduerfary fhoulde

haue come in at the gates of the Citty, for the finnes of her prie-
ftes,and for the wickenefle ofher Elders that haue fhedde Inno~
centes bloud within her.&c.by Hierufalem,as is fayd,is ment the

Church.
The third o

pinien or error is very perilous and peruerfe , of

allfuch as fay, veniat, let come thatwill come : Let vs conforme  Lpe third °Piaf
out felues to this world , and take olir time with thofe Tempori- tHion, or crxeks
fers which (I)'agrin the booke of wifedome . Sap.2. Come let vs en- Sap.2

ioy our goodes and pleafures thatbe prefent , andletvs yle the P
creature as in youth quickly.&c.Such as thefe be,are in daunge-

rous cafe,and be greatly preiudicial to goodmen in the Church:

Andifthe heades

any fuch deteftable cogitation in them

hell to,deepe forth

Chriftconfecrated with the bloud of fo
and increafed with the vertues and mer
and indued b richly with the deuofion

and rulers of the Churca wrere fovile to haue
» there were no place int
em . This Church founded by the Apoftles in
many Martyrs, enlarged
ites offo many Sayntes,

of fo many fecular prin-

ces, and {o long profpered hitherto : If it now fliould come into

the hands of fuch p
and they for theyr
Godtobe curfet!

3

erfons,it thould fall in great daungcr ofruine,
negligence and wickednes weil deferued of
yeshere dfo in this prefentworld to incurre

temporall tribulation and dettru@ion,which they feare more: by

the fentence ofthe

bes cap. 1. All my eounfels ye haue delpifed,and fet my correti
refore fhall I alfo laugh in your deftruction, when

at nought. The

Lord faying to them in the booke of Prouet:= Proer.cap.i.

tribulation and unguith fhall full vpon you.

Fourthly,

domes haue theyre

, Fol an other opinion or errour s of fich as being vn-
fuythfuil beleue not any

meth to haue no remedy,hut that 5 other thinies & other king-

The fourth opl-

fuch thing to come, And this errour fe- nion, orerrour,

ndes and limittes fet viito nem, which they

cannot ouerpatle:So jtmuyit needes be,that fuch'a demination &

gouernment of the Church hauean en
rites and oblftinacyes of the gouernor

the fame:like as we
no man that taketh

as fay wherefore haue I done this 3

ftill like a wilde hor

d, by reafon of the deme-
" s prouoking and requiring
reade in the Prophet kererhy cap.8.Thereis Ierem.3,
repentaunce for his finde , that will fo much :
] But euery man rtnneth forch
e in a battell And the Prophet Teremy in the

13.chapter othis prophecy:Lika as the man of Inde may chaunge Terem.t3s

his skinne,and the Cat of moun

tayne her fpottes; fo may ye that

be gxen:cil’ec! ineuill,doe good . Whereunto alfo aecordeth that *
whichis written of the (ame Propher, chap. 17. fpeaking of fuda

fignifying the Chur

the tuble of your hartes, and eranen fo

ch: 'The finne of Iuda (fuyth he)iswrittenjn ferem.i7,
6 the edges of your als

tars with apenne of Iron ,andb withan Adamant elave,whichis as

muchto fay , as ind

elible, or which cannot be raced out:as alfo °

Ezechiell fpeaking of the punithment, chapterax, fayth: Ithe Ezechizz,

Lord haue drawne out my fivord out of the fheath

» and cannog

bereuoked . Notwithftanding, all thefe fignifye no impofsibi-
lity, bue difficulty , becaufe that wicked men are hardly conuers
ted :for otherwife the Scripture importeth no fuch inflexibilitve

with



