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Ex Caxteno.

K.Edward.;.

fayd Bilhop,and M.William V ghtred monke of Durefine, and M.
Iohn Shepie to the fee Apoftolicall: And hereof'to makeful rela-
tion of all things done and paft inthe fayd affembly, that all fuch
things which may tend to the honor of holy Church and the ad-
uauncement of our crowne and this our realme may by the afsi-
ftaunce of God and the wifedome of the fee Apoftolicall bee
brought to good effect,and accomplifhed accordingly. Witnes
our felues.&c. atLondon dated the 26.day of Iuly in the 48.yeare
of our raigne. N ] ]

1By toe which it is to be noted, what gud wil the king
then bave to the fapd yoicklefle, and wbat final regarde he
yapto the finfulifca of 2380me.

©fthe whych Fohu wickle, becaie we ave now ap=
proched to higrimes: temaineth confequently fo3 ouc tozp
1o entreat of,fo as voe haue heevetafore dowe of other ipke
valiaut (ouldiouts of Chftes Thurch before him,

€ Iohn Wickliffe,

A;{ch il thefe bevetofore tecited, by whome(as ye haue
Lhearn) it plealed the Loy lomething towoylic againft
the Bylhop of 1Koime, ¢ to weakcn the pevnitions fuper=
fticton of the SFricvs. JRower neth confcquently fol=
fowingthe coutle ofycares, oderly toenter intothe fiogp
aubd tractation of Fjobn yickietle our countrepman, and
other moc othis time,and fame countrey,whom thel ozd
(wypth the Iike scale and potoer of fpivit)rapled bp heee i
England,to detectmoe fullp and amply the poilon of the
190pcs doctrine, ¢ falle veligion et bphy the Fryers, Jin
whole opinions aud affertids, albeit fome blemilhes per=
baps may benoteds petfuch blemifhes they be,whpc) tas
ther declave hin to be ama thaemighterve,thdn which vi=
veeely vid fight againft Chyift oue Saniout,as the Joopes
procedings and the fricrs did, And tohat docto; 03 leatned
manbath ben feom the prime age of the chuveh; fo pevfece,
foabfolutely fute, in whsmens opinpon hath fometpne
fivarued awzy? Aud petbe the fapd articles of hys,ueither
innumber fo many, 1o peefo grofiein themicinesand o
cardinall,as thoie Lardinal ennemies of Lheifk pevchance
Boc geuc thomont to be:ifhis bookes obB thep abolifhed,
toete teynaining to be conferved va thofe blemithes, which
tgc% baue zafied to the toyite, aseudll will neuer fapde
thebeit, '
 This is certaine and can notbe denied,hut that he be=
ingthe publike eader of Dininitic tthe?
Drforn: was foz the vude time whereis heliued Rumonlyp
veputed fop & great clerke,a deepefcholeman, ¢ no lefieex=
peetinali Binde of philofophic. The wbich doth not onelp
appeate by bis owne mof famons andlcarned ytings
and siromuncuts,but alfo by the contetfion of Yoaldenhys
moft ceuel @ bitrerenany, yobho in a cectain €pittle wypt=
ten bito pope SHattin thefifr, fapththat he was wouders
fuily aionpihed at his moft frong argum , opth the
places ofanthodity Whych bee had gatheeed, wopth the ve=
bemencpand force of hys reafons. gc. Andthus wuch out
of yalocn, Frappearceh by fuch as haue shleruco the -
ber and coutle of tumes,that this yoickieffe fozithed about
thepeate of our Loxd, 1371, FBWALD the third raigning irs
Lugland:foz thus toe doe finde in the Lhonicles of Lag-
tor, 3intic yece of our Lowd 1371, (fapeth he)@dward the
thied, king of @ngland in his Parliamé, toas againft the
Popegclergy: Bewiflingly barkned and gaue cave tothe
Yoicss and tales of hevetickes, wypth ceveatne of his coun-
fel: conceining and folowing finifier opinions %gamatbe
£leray. Yoberefore(afterward)he taftcd and ufited much
anuetlity & tronbie. And notlong after,iv the peave of oue
Lowm(@apth he)ry7a. be torote bito the !Byﬁ)of of Ixoime,
thathe hould nothy anp meanes entermeddic anpImoe
winbiskingdomas touching the veferuation, 0l viltribu-
tion of benetices:and thatall fuch byfyops as weve bnder
bys dominion, [yould enioptheir foxmer and ancict liber-
ty.and be confivmed of thepSetropolitancs,as bath bene
accugomed in times palt.¢c, Thus much tozpteth Lapts:
Butas touching the tulk uunber of the peve andtime, we
will not be Yerp curious oz carefull about, at this pacfent,
T hys isoucofall doubt, thatat what time all the worlde
was i moft defperateand vile eftate, @ that thelamenta=
blc ignozance aud darkues of Sob bis tvuth had ouerlhac
dotwed the wholeearthsthisman Bepped foaeh 1ike a vali-
ant champid, buto whom it mapsultly beapplyed that is
fpoken in the boke called Ecclefiaftious of otie Sumon the
fonue of Dnjas, Luenasthemoming fav bemg inthe
midneit ofa %oub, gas the AYmuc being futinher contle,
anbasthelh; %bt beames pfthe Sunne, fo docth he hine
and glifter in the temple aud Lhureh of Hod.

hiis doth almighty BSob continually fecoy ¢ helpe,
whe all thinges ave ui difpaive: being alwais(@ccodmg

Wnineritic of

T be ftorie qf?.W ic?\’lzﬁ?’. T he ignorasice of the former age.

tothe i9z0pheeyeatthe Bfalme ) abeiperintymeofecd.
The which thing neucymme plapnciy apucated , thinu
thefe latter dapes and eteeme age ofthe Chuvchrmbhen ag
the whole ftate & condition ( noroncly of workbly things,
butalfo of 15 cligion) was depraucd and copeupted . That
like as the difeate named Lethargus amongthe Py¥iti=
ong,cuen fothe ftate veligion amongf the Dinines, was
paftal mens helpe and eimedy. The ouclp name st CHUR
tewnapned amongeft Chifiianss but bis teuc ¢ lincly bo=
ctrine was as facee vuknowne vuto themofi part, as hig
name was (Gimon bnto al men. As touching fayth, cGiola=
tion,the end & vie of the law, the office of Thzifk, ot autr tm=
ﬁﬁincy ano weaknes , ofthe holp ghofl,of the greatnes &
1 of finne,of true wozks,of grace and free iuttifica-
tleo&u fberty of a Chriftian man, whercin confitech and
th the fumme and maceer of our profeffion: there was
noincntion o2 any wod almoft fpoke of Scriptuve s lear=
fing & dininity,was knotone but bneo afeto, ¢ that i the
fcholes onelyp:& theve atfo tuened g cducrted ahmolt al into
fopbifiry. Jinftead of Peter ¢ IPaule, smen occupped theys
time in fudying Aquinasand Scotns, and the maitter of
fenntéoe. The woplde Icaniug e foyfakimg thelincly poer
of Hods fpivituall wozd anddocrine,was altogetherlcd
and blinded with outtoard ceremonics ¢ humame trade=
tiongswberein the tobole fope,in amancrof all dnitian
perfection did confift & depend, Jn thefe weas all the hope
of obteining falnation fullp fired: hereunto ail thynges
eteattributed, Iin fomuch,thatfearcely any other thyng
as fene it thetemples 03 Lhurches.taughe 02 ipoksen of
fnfermais, o finally intébed o3 gone about n they; thoie
Tife,but onlp beaping Yp of covtain fhadowed cevemonies
Bpoy ceremonies,neithet was theveany cud of thepy hea=

pmg, :

Thepeople weretanght to woorfip nostherthing bue
that wbich they did fee,and id fee alinoft nothing whiche
they bid not woythip, '

. The Lhurch bemg degencrarcd from the truc Apofio-
Vich infiieutid aboue almeafure(veferning onely the name
of the Apoftolick Thurch,but farve from the truth theveot
fnvery deede ) did fall into all Kinde of extreme tp2anny:
Yohere as the pouec%ann fimplicity of LHilt was thail=
D into cenelty and abbomination offife. Jinftcab of the
oftolicke gifres and continualllaboursand tranciles,
fonthfulnes ¢ ambitid was ceept mamongl the prics.
Belidesall this,theve avole & fprong bp atheufandines
and fafhions of frannge veligions, bemgtheoncly voot &
wellhead of all fuper@itis. Dot great abufes and depra
uations vere ceept into the Sacvamentes , at whactyme
thepiwere compelied to woxlhip fnditudes and fignes of
thinges, o2 the hery thiugs thenfeluesiand toadoze fuch
things as were inttituted and odeited onely formemoni=
als 2 Fally what thingwas theee, in the whole Rate of
Lhiten veligion (b finceve,{ofound and pure,which was
stot defiled and fpotted with fome kind of fupcrRind? Be=
fives this, with how many bondes & Mmaves of dayly fiew
fangied.cevemonies, the felp confcicnces ofinent vebeomed
by Lhitto liberty,oeve marcd and marled2Inlomuch,
that theve conid beno great differéce almoft perceincdbes
ttvevie Chrittianitic and Juifhnes,faue onelp the name of
£ fo thatthe Bate and conbition of the Fcwes,mighe
feeme fomwbat moze tolcrable theh ours. There wAS No-
thing fought foz out of the true fountaines, bus out of the
dicty pudies of theiohilittians. T he cpiftian people were
toholy cavied away ag it were by the nofeg, with mere de=
crees and conftitutions of men, euenwhether ag pleafed
the bilhops to lead them,and not as Lhifies il dib bi=
veetthem, diithe wohole wodwag fillcd and oneriobel-
med.-with ervours and darknefle, And no greac maruci,
o1 why the fimplc and bunleatned people heing farfrom
all knowledge of the holp Scviptuve 3 thougheit fullicent
inough for them, to knoto onelp thefcthings whych were
pelintered theby theiv palors and hepheards; andbibey
on the othetr part tanght inamancrynothing els, barfuch
things as cametoyeh of the LonctofiRome, yobereofthe
moftpart tenbedtoshe ppofite of theivndeymoze thento
shegloy of Lhil. PR

- The Lhaithian fith Lgs ceemed o counted none o=

ther thing thes,bue pen an (haud knoto thar Lhitk

-price fuffeed;ghat i to fap, thatati men Mould kuowaud

Buderftand y thing whichthe denits théiclues alio ke,
Bypsocrifie wag counted fo wonderfit holines, At men
‘were{o abbdict bnto outward fhewrs, that euei thep the=
felues which profelled p moft abloture & fingulavrows
1enge of thefcrrptures, fearlydid wmeritay o2 know any
pthet thing. And thys enidétlp pib appere,not only firthe
common fozt of doctsurs anb teachers, but aifo inthe Ye=

tpheabes aud capeaines ofthe Chureh; wholewhole reli-

gion
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