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1Bult toben it came to be exbibite Yneg theichandes, by the
Popes mellengeraforefapd: the proctots anbmaplcts of
the Thniuceluie iopning togethee in confitltation, Gwbd 1dg
indoubtdchiberating oub themfclnes, whethee to recciue
theBopes Bull with boneur, 02 to vefulcaud ceiect it
wyth hame, :

Icannot here but laugh in my minde to behold the authours
of this ftory whom I followswhat exclamations,what wondrings
and maruels, they make at thefe Oxford men, for fo doubting ata
matter fo playne,fo manifett of it felfe, (as they fay) whcth;:r the
popes Bull fentto them fré Rome was to be receaued or cétrary.
Which thing to our monkifh writers feemed then fuche a prodi-
gious wonder,thut they with bluthing cheekes are feyne to cut of -
the matrer in the middeft with filence,

The copy of this wilbe 1Bull, fent to thew fiomshe
Pope,was this,

#+Gregory the Bilhop, the feruant 6f Gods feruaunts,
to his welbeloued fonnes , the Chauncellour and Vni-
uesfitic of Oxford,in the diocefle of Lincolne
greeting,and Apoftolical bene-
diction.

VVE are compelled notonely to meruell, but alfo to lament,
that you confidering the Apoftolicull feate hath geuen
vnto your vniuerfitic of Oxtord fo greatfauour and priueledge;
and alfo forthatyou flow s in 2 large fea in the knowledge of the
holy Scriptures,and ought to be champions and defenders of the
ancient and Catholicke fayth, (without the which there is no falx
natiom)by your great negligence and flouthe, will fuffer wilde
<ackle, notonely to grow vp among the pure wheate of the flo-
rifhing field of your Vniuerfitie,but alfo to waxe more ftrong and
choke'the corne.Neither haue ye anye care (as we are enformed)
to extirpe and plucke the: fame vp by the rootes,, to the great ble-
Blemiiling of your renowmed name, the perill of your foules, the
contempt of the Church of Rome, and to the great decay of the.
auncient fagth. And further (which grencthvs) the encreafe of
tht filthy weed was more tharpely rebuked & iudged.ofin Rome
then inEngland where it (prang. "Wherefore let there be meanes
foughe by the help ofthe faithful,to roote out the fame.Greuon (=
ly ix1s come to our eares, that one Iohn Wickliffe, parfon of Lucs
terworth in Lincolne dioces a profeflour of diuinitie(would god
he were not rather a maifter otPcrrours) is runne into akinde of
deteftable wickednes,not onely and openly publithing , butalfo
vomiting out of the filthy dungeon of his breft,diuers profefsions
falle and erroneous conclufions, and moft wicked and damnable
herefies. Whereby he mighe defile the faythfull forte , and bring
them from the the right path headlong into the way of perdition
ouerthrow the ftate of the Churche, and vtterly fubuert the fecu=
lar policy. Of which his mifchieuous hzrefies, fome fecm to agree
(onely certayne names and termes chaunged) with the peruerfe
opinions, and vnlearned doétrine of Marcelius of Padua,& Ichn
ot Gandune,of vaworthy memory:whole bookes were veterly as
bolithed in the realme of England, by our predeceffaus of happy
memory lohn 22 Which kingdome doth not onely flgrifhe in po-
sver;and aboundance offaculties,butis much moge glorious and
ihyning in purenes of fayth: Accuftomed alwayes to bring forth
menexcellentlye learned in the true knowledge of the holye
feriptures, sipe in grauitie of manners, men notablein deto-
tion, anddefenders of the Catholicke fayth. Wherefore wee
willand commaunde youby our writing Apoftolicall, in the
name of your obediznce,and vpon payne of priuation ofour fa-
uou,indulgences and priveledges graunted vnto you and your
vniuerfitie, from the fayd fee Apoftalicall: thathereafter ye fuffer
not thoft peftilent herefies, that thofe fubtile and falfe conclufi-
ons and propofiticns, mifconttruing the right fenfe of fayth and
good workes (howfocuer they terme it, or what curious impli-
cation of wordes focuer they vie)any longer to be difputed of;or
brought in queftion: Leattifit bé notwithftoood at the firft 5 and
plucked vp by the rootes, it might perhaps be to late hereafterto
prepare medicins when a greater number is infeCted with the ¢6-
tagion, Andfurther, thatye apprehend immediately or caufé to
.beapprehended the fayd Iohn Wickliffe, and deliver him to be
deteynedin the (e cuttodie of our well beloued brethren , the
Archbithop of Caunterbuzy,and the byfhop of London or eyther
of them. And ifyou thall finde any gaynelayds, corrupted wyth
the fayde doirine (whiche Gad forbid) in your fayd vniuerfi-
tic wythin your turifdiction, that hall obftinately ftand in the
fuyd ervours ; that then in lyke manner ye apbrehend them , and
committe them to fafe cultodie, and otherwife to doe in this
cafe as it hall sppertayne vato you:Soas by your carefyll pro-
ceedynges herein, your negligénce paft concernyng the premif-
fes , muy now fully be l'upplye§ and recompenfed with prefent di-
ligence. Whereby you thallnot onely purchafe vnte you the fi-
uour and beneuoknce of the feate Apoftolicall, but alfo greatre-
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ward and merite of ilmightie God.

Yeuen at Romeat S. Maries the greater.
xi.Kalend . of Iune, and 1n the feuenth
yeare of our confecration.

CBclive this Bullfent to the Tniucriitic of Dxio,
thefapd 190pe L3veqoy directed wmoeouce bis lerrers tiye
fametymeto the Archbylyoppe of Lantcrviry Symon
Sudbury : to the Bythoppe of LLondon wanicd wiam
Lourency,wuth the conclnlions of Fohn Youckiiffe therein
inclofed,conmandyng them, by vevtue oithote his iertevs
QApoftolicall,and Rratly cutopning thew to cani'e thye fayn

. Jlobn yoickhffe £0 beappehended,ailb calt inp2ifon ; Ann

that the kingand the nobles of Eugland Hould be anmo=
nifhed by them, not ta geie any cvcdie 1o the fade Fohi
yoickliffe,02 to bis bocteite in anp wile. ac,

{Belive this Bl o Bullofthe Poye, {tnt burothe
Aechupfyop of Caterbury and e the Bytvop of London,
bearpug the bate. 1, Kalend.Iuni. and the . prave of the vat=
guc of the Idopc : J finde moreonct inche apd forp , two
sthee leters of the Jdope concernyng the fame master, bug
differyng mitawe, fonr vnea the fase Bylops, and atl
bearpug ehe famg vate both ofthe day, peave, and moucey
of the raigue of ciic [apd Iope Bregory . whereby it is e
fuppolen , that the Popecither Wwas very cequite and fo=
Yiotons aboue e mateer, to haue Yoickhc to be appe-
heved which wiotethiee biners fettees to one peiion, anp
all trone dap,avout one bulinctie:o) cls thas he vid Muipeee
the beavers thereof, the fvnpic wherof ] feaue ro the uio=
gement of the 13cavcr., i
- Fructhermore befine thefe Ierters tonstden the Tniter-
fitic,anbd to the By Mops, he directetd alio an vther LEpite
bearpng the faime date onto kpng £dward (asone of my
Bozics{apth ) bue as an otherlaysh , 1o the kyng Richarn,
whithe foundeth more neave tothe reuth , 3alinuey as i
the~.ycave ofIdope Breaory the xi . vobich was e yrare
ofpurio. > 8. Eyug Coward was notaline, Lhe os
pyofhisictters to the kyng herefolioweth,

S The copy of the Egiftle fent by the Byfhop of
Rome to Richardkyng of Englind , to perfe-
cute Iohn Wickliffe,

Nrohis welbeloued fonne in Chrift, Richard it moft nobls
¥ kyng of England health, &c.

. Thekyngdome of England which the moft higheft hath pur
vnder your power and gouernaunce ,beyng fo fumous and re-
nowmed in valiancy and ftrength, fo abolimfmnt and flowyng in
all kynde of wealth and riches : But much more. glorious refplen-
dent and thynyng through the brightneffe and cleareneffs of all
godlynefle and fayth : hath wccuftomed alwaves to bryng forth
men endued with the true knowledge and vndeftandyng of the
holy Scripturas %rauc in yeares feruent in deuotion, and defen-
ders of the Catholicke fapth : The which hane onely direCted and
inftructed theit own people through their holefome doctrina and
preceptes into the true path of Gods commaundementes, but .l -
faus we haue heard by the report and information ofmany cred;-
ble perfons(to our great grief& hart forow)that Iohn Wickliffe
Parfon of Lutterworth,in the Dioces of Lincolne, profeflor of di.
uinitie(Iwould to God he were no author of herefie) to be fallen
into fuch adeteftable and abhominuble madnes: that he hath pro-
pounded and et forth divers and fundry
rours and cteinyng moft saanifelt herefie,the which do tende vo-
terly to fubuert and ouerthrow the ftace of the whole Chiurche.
Of'the whiche , fome of them (albeit vndar colourad phrufe and
ipeache) feeme to imell and fauour of peruerfe opintons , and the
foolifhe dottrine of condemned memory of Mariilius of Padua,
and Iohn of Ganduno, whote bookes were by Pope Iohn the 12,
our predeceflour,a man of mofthappy memorye reprovied and
condemued. &¢. ’ ’

. EDcthero gentle veader, thon Bak heara how ick=
tiffe was acen{ed by te Wpfyop. Row youfpall alfoheare
the Popes mighty realons ann acgranentes, by the which
be hinconfite hun tothe kypng., Jt follavsctd,

‘Therefore,for fo much as our Reuerend brethren the Archbi.
thop of Canteibury , and the By(hop of Lordon haue receined a
fpeciall commaundement from vs by our authoritie,to apprehend
and committe the forenamed Tohn ‘Wicklife vitco prifon, and to

tranfporte his confefsion vto vs : If they jhatl feeme in the pro-

fecution ofthis their bufinefle to lacke your finour orhelpe, we
require and moft carneftly defire vour maieftic eucn s your mnft
noble pred:ccﬂ'ors haue quaycs' bene moft earncftloners ofthe
‘Cartholicke fayth ( whote cafe 'or quarell i this mareer | i chiefl,:
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