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the keyes of the Church, to the great perill both of his foule,and
to the pernitious example of other. For fo much therefore,as the
holy mother the church hath not to do or to proceed any further
in this matter:we humblye defire your kingly maieftye , to direct
out your letters for the apprehending of the fayd excommunicat
according to the cuftome of this realme of England, wholfome-

(eckea- lyobferued andkept hetherto:to the intent,tfat fuch whome the
mai:: that  feare of God doth not reftrayne from euill, the dnfc‘iiplme ofthe
whichisloft feculararme may bridle and plucke backe from offending . Your
by therule  princely celfitude the Lord leng contine,  From Lamheththe
o{ Ezechicle 1 5.of lanuary. :

“This isnot

othis letter ofthe Archb,miight not the king(gentle
veaber) thus auniweee agapne,and annfwere wellz

. {7 Ourlétters withyour cotplayhr andrequeftesin the fxme
g:oropopo cantcyned,we’ha\}:c receiucﬁ andwell confidered . Forthe
Whattie  accomplifhing wherof; ye fhall vrderftand that as we are readely
kyng might hentto gratify atid fatilly your mindein this behalfe on the ong
haveaun-  g40.0 we muft beware agayne onthe other , that Gur authoritye
g:;x:d %= benotabufed either to'opprefle before we knoww,or to iudge be+

fore we haue tryed . Wherfore for fomucti as you inyour leteers
do excite and fharpen the feuere difcipline of our feculer fivozd,
agaynft one Nich.Herford,for his not appearing before you:and
yet fhewing in the fayd your letters no certaine caufe to vs whut
you haue to charge him withall: we therfore follo}-vn}g the €x3-
i&lc of Alexander Magnus,or rather the rule ofequity inopening
both our eares indifferently, to heare as well the one part,as the
other do afsigne both to him,when as he may befound, 8¢ to you
whé voufhal%e called a‘terme to appeare before vs. To the intée
that the controuerfy betwene you and him, ft4ding vpon points
ofreligid,being tried by the true touchftone of Godsholy word
duecorre@tion indifferently miay. be miniftred aceording as the
offence fhallbe founde . 1n the meane time;this we €annot but
fomething maruell at in your fayde Letters:Firft,to fee youmé of
the Churchand Aungels of peace to be fo defirous of bloud. Se-
condly;to confider jou again {o fierce in profecuting the breach
of your lawe : and yet fo colde in purfuing the breache of the ex-
prefie law of Godand his commaundementes.Thirdly,to behold
- thevnftable doublenefle in your proceedings,who pretending in
yout publick fentence, to become as intreaters for them tovs in
the bowels of Iefus Chrift, that we will withdray from them the
rigour of out feucrity, and yet in your lerters yoube they which
moft fetvs on . Ifnot appearing before you : be fuch a matter of
contumacy in cafe af your lawe , thatis in no cafe to bee fpared:
what thoulde then our Princely difciplinehaue done to men of
yout calling:Henry Spences Bithop of Norwich, being at Cant,
wvas fent for by our fpeciall commaundement to come to out
fpeach,denyed to come , and yet we fpared him. Iohn Stratforde
Archbyfhop your predeceflour , being required of our progeni-
tour king Edward the third to come to himat Yorke, would not
appeare : by the accafion whereof, Scotland the fame time ivas
Tott,S¢yet was he fuffered. The like might be fayd of Robert Wins
chelfey in the dayes of king Edwarde the firft, and of Edmunde
Archb.of Cant in the daies of K. Henry 3.Stephen Langhton was
fent for by K.Iohn to come,he came not.The like cotumacy was
Cantap-  inBecket toward K.Henry.2.Allo in Anflme tovvard K. Henty.x
ecared *,)m ‘All thefe for theyr not appearing before their princes , ye do ex-
Before theyr cufe,who notwithitanding mighthaue appeared withour daun-
kyngs,and  ger oflife. This onc man for not appearing before you,you think

Bilhops of

yetthey  worthy of death:whofe life you would haue codemned notwithe
;V:;:c'“:f J ftanding,ifhehad appeared. It is noreafon if the Squirill climing
fecnted,

to the tree from the Lyons elawes,would not apgeare , being fét
forto be deuoured:thar the Eagle therfore (hould feife vpon him
without any iuft caufe,declared agaynft the party. Wherfore ac-
cording to this,and to that aforefayde when he fhall appeare,and
you be called,and the caufe iuftly vayed , due execution fhall be
miniftred.

aAud thusfarve concerning Nicholas Devforde; e the
other aforclayd , but all this meanc while whatbecame of
Fobu yoirkliffe it is not cevtayrily knovwn, Albeit fo facee
asmaybe gathered out of walde ; itappeveth thathe was
banifhen ,and diucw tocxile, Inthemeanctimeis is vot
tobe doubted , buthe was aliue during all this whyte,
whetelncuet he was ashy hislettermay appeare , which
beabout this time woteto PPope Wpbancthe s, Juthe
which letter he doth purge himiclfe , that being commaii-
dedtoappeare befowe the idope atRome,he cane notde-
clating alfo int the fame a bricse confeflid of bis fapth, The
copy ot which £piftic heve followerd,

€T he Epittle of Iohn Wickliffe fenrt
vnto Pope Vrbane the 6. An.r38z,
The Epifile

T Wick. ‘ 7 Erely 1do reioyce to open and declare the faythwhich 1o
i‘;ffc :X?:pc holde vnto euery man. And fpecially voto the Bilh. of Rome,
"rhare,

T'he biftory of LWickliffe. T'be Epiftleof LWicto.Urbane ¢ .‘

the which for fomuchas 1 doe fuppofe to be found and true , hs
will moft willingly confirme my (ayd fayth , or if it be erroneous
amend the fame,

. Firft 1 fuppofe,that the Gofpell of Chrift,is the whole bodye
of Gods law, and that Chrift which did geue that fame law hym-
felfe,1belere him to be a very man, and in that poynt,to exceed
the law ofthd Gofpell, and a1l other partes of the Scripture. A=
gayne I do geue and holde,the Bithop of Rome,for fo much as he
is the Vicare of Chrift here in earth,to be bound moft of all ethex
men vato that law of the Gofpell. For the greanefle amongeft
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Chriftes Difciples,did not confit in worldly diguity or honours

bur in the neare and exaét following of Chrift, in his life and ma-
ners:wherupon Ido gathér out of the hart of the law of the Lord,
that Chrift for the time of higpilgrimage here, was amoft poore
man,abieéting and cafting ofhll worldly rule and honour,as ap-
peareth by the Gofpell of Mdth.the 8.and the 2. Corinthians, 8.
chapter. o L

PHereby! do fully gather, that ric fafithfull inan ought to fol-
low,neither thc’l’ope%

imfelfe,neither any of the holy men ; but The true difis

in fuch poynts,as he hathfolowed the Lord Iefus Chritt, For Pe< ples of Chiigt
ter and the fonnes of Zebede by defiring worldly honour,contra- {eckeno hoirods

1y to thefolowing of Chriftes fteppes did offend;and therfore in
ofe errors,they are not to be folowed. -

Hereof 1do gather,as a Cofieell,that the Pope ought €0 leatte
ynto thefecular power,all temporall dominion and tule,& ther-
uneo effectually to moue and extiort his whole Clergy: for fo did
Chrift,and (pecizlly by his Apoftles.Wherfore,if  haue erred in
any of thefe poyntes, T will moft humbly fubmitte my felfe vato
eortection enen by death if necefitye fo require: And if I coulde
tabor according to my will or defire in my ovne perfon,I would
furely prefent my felfe before the Bithop of Rome : but the Lorde
hatlt otherwife vifited me to the cStrary, and hath taught me ra-
ther 16 obey God thdn men. Fot fo much then,as Godhathgeud
ynto our Pope,iuft and true Euangelicall inflinétions,we ou ght
to pray, that thole motions ba not exsinguithed by any fubtle or
crafty devife. o , _ ,

And that the Pope and Cardinals,be notmaued to doe anye
thing,contrary vnto the law of the Lord. Wherefore let vs prays
vnto our God , that he will fo ftirre vp our Pope Vrbane the fixt
as he began, thathe with his Clergye may folow the Lorde Iefus
Chrift,in life and maners :and that they may teach the people ef-
fetually,and that they likewife may faithfully folow them in the
fame. And let vs fpecially pray, that out Pope may bee preferued
from all maligne and eull counfell, as which do know that euilk
and enuious men ofhis houfeholde would geuehim . And fein
the Lord will not fuffer vs to be tempted aboue our powver,mitc|
Jeffe then will he require of any creature to do that thing which
they are not able;forfomuch,as thatis<he playne condition and
maner of Antichrift. :

Thusmuche wyote Jobu yoickliffe vuto Pope We=
banc:butthis pope Tizbane otherwwife termed Turbanus
wasfo hote in his warses again® Clement tb&éftgnrbe
Pope s avucciary,thathehad noleafure,and iefle 1p.to
attcha o yoicklitiesnatiers. 1By the occafion of wbich
fehifine, L5300 fo prouided for poore yickliffe; thathe was
in fome ingye reft @ quietnes. £ oecening which fehifmatiz
call wavs ot thefe popes,foy as imuch as we haue beve en-
tred ineo pmention therof, it Mallnot be pRpertinens fvd
the 0pdee of oue ftozp, dvifgreffyng alitle from the matter of
Fobn oickliffe,to touch fomething of the tragical boings
ofthefe tiwo holy popes Brining for thetriple ceotone ¢ to
the mrente ehat che Chriftian reader (udbging by their feuits
and proccedings)ymay fee and vnderftand what diffcrence
isbettweene thele popes,and Lt aud bhis Apofties. For
thougly in the oz of the Hofpel it is vead;that cevtaineof
the duiciples dibd fivine which huldbe the greater, pet nei=
therdotocread that one of them taoke cuct weaps againg
the other: and mozeoter in the (apd Rozy ofthe Bofpell it
boetl) appeave , that they in {o frining asthep did, wete
therefoge thavpely vebuken of our Sautour CHitt, ¢ were
tanght by biman other leflon,

bout the beginning ofthe nept peare folotwinig, twhich
was an.i383.100pe Waliane feeeyng all his Kidy Howe to
reprelfe aud coquere the contrary iBope bis aductfary,be=
g thenat Auinion(leimgal his othermeans to fayle,ana
that his ceollc keyes coulde boe no god) toketo hymthe
fwerb of omulus, e fet bpd him with open wacre. dAud
fickdenifing wbimfelfc whom he might bef chulefor hys
thicfchampion: thouabe nowemeetet for fuch affaives the
Denry Spenler bepng then Bithop of Mortoich,a poun
and a ftont PSrelate, moge fitter for the campeng cueee, thi
fo: the peaceable church of Shril?,as partly allo might ap
pearebefore by his acts vone at Bénam in Rrining for the
sapics fJace,metioncd before,pag, 423, Tt this b=
Qup of sRoywich,the Joope bad fent bhig butles about thig
i o ﬂlq. L bar i

The Popeotetts

pied (o in fchifs
maticall warzres
thathe had no

leyfure to other
mazters,

Diﬁ'eten(c be-
tweene the A--
poftles and the
Popesin ftri-
uing for pree-

minence;

Ann,
1383.
he Pope fer
to warie,



