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K. Ric/}f 2. Riigs and princes may take away temporalties from the c?m;g;e S tafe t/}q oﬁ?n o,

ces or feculer Lordes fhould take away the goods from the clear-
gie when they woulde, or howe they woulde, and conuett them
to what vi& they lift. But our whole intenit is, diligently to fearch
out whether this article, as touching the taking away of tempo-
ralfities from the cleargie may hzue in it any true fence, whereby
it may be defended without reéproofe? Wherefore this article be-
ingthe 17. in the nombre of the 45.1s ropounded vnder thys
fourme. The Lordes temporall may at their owne will and plea-
fure,tulie away the temporal goodes from the cleargy, if they doe
offend,and cherein continue: It is thus prooued. The kings ofthe
old Teftument toke away the temporall goods at Gods comman-
dement from the cleargie. That is to fay from the pricftes offen-
ding. Therefore the kings alfo ofthe new Teftament, &t Gods ¢6-
mandement,may do the like, When as the priefts of the new layy
do offend. The confequent dependeth vpon a fimilitude. And the
antecedent is euident. Firftitis prooued by Salomon in the 3.0f
thekings z.chapter. Which Salomon depofid Abiathar the hygh
prieft,becaufe hee had toke part with Adonias, the brother of Sa-
lomon,to make hitn king, without the aduice vither of Dauid, or
of Salomon him feife which ought to raigne : And fet vp Sadoc
the prieft in the place of Abiathar, becaule he hud not confented
with Abiathar vato Adonias,as it is writi€ in the 3.boke of kings
1.chapter.Where it is {ayde, Adonias the fonne of Agithe,exalred
himfzlfe faying : 1 will raigne;and made vnto him felfe chariotes
and horfemmen,and 40.men which thould ruane before him:ney-
ther did his fcher rebuke him arany time, faying:wherefore haft
thou don this? For he was very comely being fecond fonne,nexe
to Abfolon, and nis talke was with Ioab the fonne of Saruia und
Abia:har the prieft,which toke part w.th Adenius. But Sadoc the
prieft,and Banaias the fonne of loiuda and Nathan the Prophet,
and Semei,and Serethi; and Felethi,and all the power of Dauids
hoit,were not on Adonias part, )
Thiswas the caufe of the depofing of Abiathar, becaufehee
toke part with Adonia,thathe fhuld be kin g againit Sulomen the
eldett fonne ofking Lanid; wherefore it is wry:ten in the thirde

boke and fecond chapiter of the kings: The king :ayd vato Abia- -

thar the prieft, goc your wayes vnto Anateta thine owpe felde;
forthouart a man of death; byt this day 1 will not {lay thee, be-
caufe thou huft caried the Arke ofthe Lorde before my father D3
uid, and diddeft labour in all things wherein my fathr laboured.
Then did Salomon caft out Abiathar, that hee (hould be no more
the pricit of the Lord, that the word of theLord might be fulfilled
which he fpake vpon the houfe of Hely in Sylo. R
Beholde the mott prudent kin g Salomon, according to'the
wifdome which was geuen him of God, did exercite hys power
vpon the [2yd priefts,putting him out ofhis priefthode,8 letting
in his place Sadoc the prieft.this was a greater matter thdrotake
away the temporalities. If then in the law of Conft whych nowe
raigneth ouer vs,a bythop,thould likewife rebeil againlt the true
heire of the kingdome, willing to fette vp another ;or king; why
fhoulde not the king or his heire, hayce power in like cafe; to take
away the temporalities from him fo oftending? L

Item, itis alfo euident by the king Nubuchodonozor whych
had power geuen him of God, to lead avwvay the children of iag]
with their priefts 2nd Leuites,into the captiaity of Babylon, as it
iswrytten a.bgoke of the kings 2. chapter. R

Tiemitis red in the 4.boke of kings and z2.chapter, How that
Tofias themoft godly king of Iuda according to the wifdG which
God had granted hum,toke away all the contecrate vetlels which
Iofaphat, Ioram, ar d Ochofias, his forefathers kings ot Iuda had
conecrated,and thofe which hee himfelfe had offered, and all the
treafure that could be found in the temple of the Lord,and in the
kings palluce, and fent it varo Azahel king of Syriu, & he depar-
ted from Ierufi‘em, Marke how this moft holy king exercifed hys
power. notonely in taking away the temporalitics of the priefts,
butalfo wofe things which were confecrate in the temple of the
Lord,to procure viito the comunion wealth, the benefite of peace.

1tem,in the 4.boke and 1 8.chapter of the kings.itis wrytten
howe that the holy king Ezechias tooke all the treafiyre that was
foundin the houfe of tlieLord,and in the kings treafurie,& brake
(downe the pillers of the temple of the Lorde,and ali the plates of
gold whichhe himfelfehad fuftned therupon,and gaue them vato
the king of the Affjrians ; yet was hee not rebuked of the Lorde
therefore,as hee was for his other finnes,as it appeareth in che 2.
boke of Paral.32.chapter, for fomuch then as in time of necefsi-
ty,all things ought to be in common vnto Chrittians, it folowe h
then that the feculere Lordes in cafe of necefsitie, in many other
common cafes, may lawfully take away the mooueuble goodes
from the cleargie,when they do offand, *

Ttem,itis alfo read in the 12 of Mdthewve,that the difciples of
Tefus for to flake their hunger vppon the Sabothrday , pulled the
eares of corne,and did eate them,apd the Pharifies rebuked them
therefore,vnto whome Chrift aunfwered. Have ye not read what
Dauid did, when hee was hungry ,and thofe thazyvere w;th him,
howe he entredinto the houf of the Lorde,and did cate the thewy
breudes, which ir was not lawfull for hym, neither for them chat

were withhym to eate,but only for the priefts This ftory is writ-
ten inthe 1 boke of the kings and »1.chapter. And the Comman.
dementinthe 12.0f Deuteronomie. Whereby it appeareth chae
itis lawfull in time of necefsitie to vie any thing, beeit neuer o
much confecrate,Otherivife children by geuing their moueables
to the confecration of any temple,lhoulde not be botnd to helpe
their parents,which is contrary and againtt the Golpel of S Mub
thew in the 16.chapter:whereus our Sauionr fharply rebuked the
Pharifies, that for their owne traditions they did tran(grefic the
commaundement of God.

Irem, Titus and Velpafian feculer princes had power geuen
them of God z4.yeares after the Lordes Aftenfion to take away
the temporallities from the pricftes whyeh had off-nded agaynit
the Lordes Holy ane. And thereby alfs bereft them of theis liues,
and it feemeth vato many they did, and might worthely doe the
fame according to Gods good wil and pleafure. Then forfomuch
as our priefts inthefe dayes siay tranfprefle and offend as much,
and rather more againft the Lordes annoynted; it followeth that
by the pleafure of God, the feculer Lordes > may likewife pun i
them for their offence. )

Our faniour being king of kings, and high bithop wyth hys
difciples did gene tribute voto Cefar, as it appeareth Mthewe
17. andconynaunded the Scribes and Pharifies to geue thelyke
vnto Cefar Mat.22, Whercby hee gaue example varto all prici‘rr:s
thatfhoulde come afterhym to render tribute vnto their kinges;
whereupon bleflcd S Ambrote in his 4 boke vppon thefe wordes
in the 5.0f Luke, (caft out your nettes wryteth thus. Thereis an
otherkinde of fihing amougft the Apofties, after which manner
the Lord commanded Peter onlyto filh, faving,caft out thy hoke,
and that fihywhich cometh firft vp,take hym. And then vhto the
purpolé he fapth.Itis truely a great & ipiriruall document,wher-
by all Chriftian menne are tasgh,that chey ought to be fubietta
vato the highor powers, and that o man ought tg thinke that
the lawes ot aking here on easth are to be broké,For if the fonne
of God did pay tribute,who art thou fo greataman, tha thinkeft
thou oughreft not to pay tribuzes He payed tribute which had no
poflefsions : and :houwhich daily feekeft after the lnker of the
world,why doett thou not acknowledge the obedience and due-
tie of the worlde>Why doeft thou thorowe the arrogancie of thy
minde exaulcthy feif aboue the worlde, when as thorowe thine
ovwne miferable couetouthedls, thou art fubie vato the worldc?
Thus wii:éth S.Ambrofe,and it is putinthe 11 quett.1.Mugnum
quidem. Healfo wryteth vppon thefe wordes 1n the 10 of Luke,
fhewve mea [Pcmxie,whofe Image it hathe; if Chrift had not the I-
mage of Cefar,why did hee pay any tribute:He gaueitnot of hys
owne,butrendred vato the worlde :hat which was the worides:
Anditthou wilt notbe in daunger of Cefar, poffife not thofe
things which are the worldzsyfor if thou hatt richefle, thou urtir
daunger of Cefar.

Wherefore if thouwilt owe nothing vnto any earthly king,
forfuke all chofe things and followe Chrift. Ifthen all ecclefixlti-

call minitters,hauing richeffe, ought to be vnder tie fublection.

ofkings,and geue vito them tribute:It foloweth that kings may
lawfully by the authoritye whichis geuen them, take away theyr
temporallities from them,

Here vpon S.Paule acknowledging him flfe to be vader the
iuritd:Ction of the Emperour, appealed vato Cefar, as it appeas
reth Altes g,

1ftand fayth he,at Cefary indgementfeat, there I ought to be
iudged Whereupon in the 8:diftinétion,chapter quoiure. S, Ash-
brofealleageth,that all things are lawfull vnto the Emperour, &
al things vnder his power. For the confirmation wherof;it is faid
Daniei fecond chapter, the God of heauen hath geuen varo thee
a kingdome,ﬁrcngfh,Empirc,nnd glory, and ull places, wherein
the childien ofinen do dwell;and hach geueninto thy povver, the
bealles of the field,and fowles of the aire,and fetal things vader
thy fubietion.

Alfo inthe rr.queftion and 1 He faveth,if the Emperour re-
quire tribute,we do not denie that the landes of the Church fhall
pay tribute, if the Emperour have neede of our landes, hee hath
power to chalenge them, let him take them, if hee will, Idoe noe
geuethem vato the Emperour, neither doe I denie them, Thys
wijteth 8. Ambrofe , exprefly declaring that the feculare Lorde
hath power athys pleafure o take away the lands of the Church;
and {o confequently the feculer Lords hage powerat their ovwne
pleafures to take avway the temporal goodes trom the Ecclefiafti-
call mindfters,wheathey doe offend.

ltem S. Auguttine wiyteth,ifthou fayeft,what have we to do
wyth the Emperoust But nowe as 1uyde, wee fpe:ke of mannes
lawe The Apofile would be obedient yuto the kings, and honor
them, {aying. Reuerence your kings:und doe not fay what haye I
to doe with the king>What hafte thou then to doe wyth pola(si-
ons#By the kings luw the poflefsions are poflefled,thon hatt faid,
what haue Ito doe with the king? but doc not fay,whthath thy
poflefsions to doe wyth theking® For then hadte thou renounced
thelawes of menne, whereby thou diddett pofiefc thylandes,
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