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taking awa the fucraments of the church from the true aftors,
receiuing a¥mes of the poore difeafed,and miferable, and alfo af
fociating them felues with the common people, hauing f:amlhaq-
tie with women, infiru&ting themhowe fhall deceiue theit

husbandes and friendes by their flatterye and deceitfull wordes,

and rob their husbandes to geue it vnto them, for they will take-
sl thefé ftollen and euill gotten, and fay,geue it vnto vs,and we

will pray for you,fo that they beyng curious tohide other mens

faulees,doe veterly forget their owne, and alas, they will recciue

all thinges of rouers, pickers,gpoylcrs, theeues and robbers, of
fucrilegious perfons,vierers,adulterers,Heretikes, Schifimatikes,

Apolhtaics,whores and baudes, ofnoble men, periurers, mer-

chantes, falfe iudges, fouldiours, tyrantes,princes,of fuch as liue

contzary tothe law,and of many peruers and wicked men, follo-

wing the perfuafion of the deuil,the fweetnes of finne, a delicate

and tranfitory life,and fulnes euen vntoeternall damnation. All

thefe things thall manifeftly appeare in them vnto all people, and

they day by day, fhal waxe more wicked and hard hearted 8 whé

as their wickednesand difceirs fhalbe found out,then hall theyr

gifts ceufe,and then fhal they go about their houfes hungry, & as

mad dogs loking down vpon the carth, & drawing in their necks

as doues, that they might bee fatisfied with bread, then fhall the

people crye out vpon them. Woe be vite you ye miferable chil-
dren of forow,the worlde hath feduced you,thedeuil hath bride-
led your mouthes,your flethis frayle, andyourheartes without

fauour, your mindes haue bene vnftedfaft, and your eyes deligh-
ted in much vanitieand folly,your daintie bellies defire delicate

meates. Your feete fivift to ranne vato mifchief,remember when

you were apparantly blefled,yet enuious, poore but rich, fimple,

mightie deuout flatterers, vnfaithfull betrayers, peruerfe detrac-
ters,holy hipocrites,{ubuerters of the trutg, ouermuch vpright,
proude,vnthamefaft,vnftedfult teachers,delicate marters,confef-
tours for gaine,meeke flaunderers, religious, couetous,humble,
proud pitifulL,hard harted liers,pleafant flatterers,peace makers,
perfecutors,oppreflors of the poore,bringing in new fects nevv-
ly inuented of your felues,mercifull wicked, louers of the world,
t21lers of| paxfioxls,f poylers of benefices, vnprofitable orators,fe-
dicious cofpirators,dronkards, defirers ofhonor, maintainers of
mifchiefe,robbers of the worlde,vnfaciable,preachers,men plea-
fers, feducers of women,and fowers of difcorde,for Moyfes the
glorious prophet, {pake very well of you inhis fong. Apeople
without coiicel or vndertanding,would to God they did know,
vdesitand and forefee the end. You haue builded vpanhigh,and
whenyou could afcend no hier, then did you falleuen as Symon
Magus,whom God ouerthrew,and did ftrike with acruel plage,

fayou likewife thorowe your falfe dorine,naughtines,lies,de-
trations and wickednes, are come to ruine, and the people fhall
fay vatothem,goe yee teachers of wickednefle, fubuerters of the

truth,brechren of the Sunamitie, fathers of herefies, falfe apoftles,
whichhauefained your elues to followe the life of the Apoftles,
andyethaue not fulfilled it in no parr, fonnes of iniquitie,we wil
notfollow the knowledge of your waies, for pride & prefumpti-
on hath deceiued you, and infaciable c6eupifcence hath fubuer-
tedyour erroneous heagts. And whé as yet would afcéd hier thé
was mete or comely for you, by the juft indgement of God, you
are fullen backe into perpetual opprobry and fhame. Thys bletled
Hildegardis whofe prophety this is, flourithed about the yeare of
our Lorpl a1546.as {tis wrytten in Martins chronicles.

Alfo Hugo in his fecond boke of fucraments ,inthe 2.parte,3.
chapter and 7.fayth, the Laity forfomuch as they entermedle wyth
sarthly matters neceflary vnto an earthly life, they are the leaft
partofthe body of Chrilt. And the clergy for fomuch as they doe
difpofe thofe things which pertaine vato a fpirituall life,are asic
were the right fide of thebody of Chrift,and afterward interpre-~
ting both thefe partes him felf he Gayeth: A fpirituall man ought
tohuue nothing,bu fiich as pertaineth vnto God, vnto whom ic
s appoynted to be futtained by the rithes and oblations whych
are otfcrcfi;vnto God:But vnto the Chriftian and faithfull laietie,
the poflefsion of the earthis graunted, and vnto the cleargie the
hole charge of fpiritual marters is committed,as it was in the old

Teftament. And inhis 7.chapter he declareth howe that certaine

things are geuen vnto the Church of Chrift, by the deuotion of
the faithfull,the power and authority of the feculer power refer-
ued,leaft cthere might happen any confufion:For fo much as God
him felfe cannot alow ti0 difordered thing. Wherupon oftétimes
the yvorldlx princes do grauntthe bare vic of the church,and of-
tentimes vie and pover to exercife juftice,which the clergy can-
notexercife by any Ecclefiaticall minifter, or any onc perfon of

\ clergy.Nothdx&iding they may hauecertain lay perfss , mi-
ix‘l]llcrsvntc thac office. But infuch {ort fayeth he, that they do ac-

owledge t‘he powerwhich they haue to come from the feculer
prince or ruier,and that they do vnderitand their poflefsions can
gcue: bealienate away from the kings power, but (ifthat necef-

ty or reafon doe require) the fame potlefsions in all fuch cafe of
neeeSity do owe him obeifance and feruice. For like as the kings
Powerought not £0 turncarvay the defense of fanegarde which
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he owiéthvato other : {6 fikewife the pofiefsions obrainéd and
pofiefied by the clergy,according to the duty and homage which
1s due vato thé patronage of thciing’s power cannot by righc be
denied Thus much veryteth Hugo.

In the third a&e the fame yeare,after the feaft
of $.Vitis,as touching Tithes.&c.
€ Tithes are purealmes. .

Vl’on this artiele it is to be noted, that for fo much as almes 1§
aworke of mercy,as S. Auguftine,Chryfoftome, and others
doioyntly , and that mercy (accerding to Lincolnienfis
minde)for the prefent isa loue of defire to helpe the miferable
out of hismifery: and for fo much as the mifery of mankinde is
double:thatis to fay fpirituall and bodily:the whiche is the wane
or taking away of the good, and the goodes of man is eyther the
oodes of the foule or of the body: And the goods of the foule is
gouble(’l‘hat isto fay:the lighting of the minde,8¢ the vprightnes
of affeCtion)the mifery of the foule is alfo double as the durcknes
ofignorance and a froward and wilfull fveruing from the truth.
And boththe goodes of the foule are wont to be comprehended
vnder one title of name:that s to fay,wifdom, and both the mife-
ries of the foule vnder the name offollie. Wherupon allthe hole
goodnesof the foule is wifdom,and all the hole mifery thereof is
1gnoraunce, the miferies of the body are lacke of mea, thatis to
ay,hunger,and lacke of drinke called thirit:and briefly all mifery
is the want of fome thing which is defired. Alfo thefe are bodely
miferies,nakednes,lacke of harbour, ficknefle,and imprifonment.
All the miferies therfore being nombred together,are but one of
the foule,the whichis folly :ms lacke of wifdom, and &.of the bo-
dy,the which the Lord in the 25.of Mathew doth plainly reherfe.
There are alfo commonly appoynted 7. bodely almes, thatis to
fay,to feede the hungry,to geue drinke vato the thirfty:To clothe
the naked, to harber the ftranger or haberles, to vificthe fick,8 to
bury the dead,the which altogether are ¢Steyned in thefe verfes

Vifito,poto,cibo,redimo,tego,colligo,condo,

T he which Serfe is thas Engl;/hed,wnd /for word,
Vifite the ficke,the hungry feede,

Geue drinke to the thirfty,cloth the naked :
Bury the dead, the captiue redeme,

The harbourles receiue to thy Jodging.

There be alfo 7.other fpirituall almes appoynted, whych are
thefe,to teache the ignoraunt,to councell him that is in dout. To
comfort him which 1s in heauineffe. To corre&t the offender. To
forgeue him which hath offended againtt thee. To beare thofe
whichare greeuous. And to pray for all men, the which arealfo
contcinedin thefeverfes following,

Confule caitiga folare remitte fer ora.
Thewhich Serfe 13 thus Englifhed,word for word,
Inftruét the ignorant,the weake confirme,
Comfort the heauy hart,and correétfinne
Forgeue the offender,beare with the rude,
Pray for all men botheuel and good.

So that notwithftanding vnder the Fame,counfcﬂcs and doc-
trine be comprehended. Thus writeth Thomas in the a.part of the
2.queft.3z,article.2.

Secondly it is to be noted, that inthis prefent article our in«
tent is only to intreat of bodely almes(the which as Thomas wri=
tethin his 2.part 2.quefti.3 2. Arti.1.) according vato fome mens
mindes is this defined. Almes is aworke whereby any thing is gi-
uen vnto the needy of compafsid for Gods fake. And for fomuch
as this dcfinition {eruethas well for the fpirituall, as for the cor-
porall almes.Therefore to the purpofe,almes is a worke,whereby
any thing is giuen vnto the needy in body for compafsion, & for
Gods fake. Or that is giuen of compafsion or pitie vaoto the bo-
dely needy for Gods fake.

Whereupon it is manifeft that almes as S.Auguftin 8 other
holy men fiy,is a worke of mercy, as alfo to geue alines. Asitap-
peareth by.the name, for in the Greeke it is deriued fré this word
Mifericordia, which is mercy,for as in the Latine , this word Mi-
feratio, which fignifieth pitie,is deriued of Mifericordia,which is
mercy,fo this word Eleemofyna, which fignifieth almes, is dery -
ued of the Grecke word Elemonia, which is to fay mercy, and of
the word Sina,which is to fay commandement, as it were acom-
maandement o mercy,or otherwife of this word Elemonia. By
this letter I, which s to fay God, and this worde Sina, whichis
commaundement. As if it were faid, the commaundement of God
as Januenfis in his booke intituled Catholic affirmeth.

For our Sauiour doth commaunde in the xj. of Luke to geue
almes, faying, geue almes and behold all thinges are cleane vnto
you : lealt that in this point there may be any equiuocationit is
iuen fimply voder the name of almes.Secondly,itis to be noted,
at Tythes in this effe@ are the tenth part of goods of fortune,
giuen by a man fimply vnder the name of almes for Gods fake,

Thele things being thus noted and fuppofed the article is thus
proued Euery gift of fortune,or tcmponrx' | gift, fimply giué vader
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