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the name of almes is almes.But fome tiths are the gift of fortune,
or temporall gift vnder the name of almes. Therfore fome tithes
are almes. This confequent is manifeft of his felfe, “The Maior ap-~
pearcth by the firft fuppofition. And the Minor by the feconde.

Item, euery gift geuen by aman euen of loue, torelieuc and
helpe the miferable out of his mifery is an almes. The ro.part of
the goodes of fortune geuen by aman, fimply vnder thename of
almes, for Gods fake, is geuen by the fume man euen of loue, to
helpe the miferable out ofhis mifery:Therefore the ro.parcof the

oods of fortune being geué by any man fimply vnder the name
& ¢ almes for Gods fake is almes. The confequent is munifeft. The
Maior appeareth by this, that cuery fuch gift is either a fpirituall
or bodely almes. The Minor feemeth hereby true, for fo muchas
many holy men haue cuen,and do geue euen for loue to relicue
the miferable outof l%is miferie. Neitheris it to be doubted,but
that fuch kinde of tithes are almes. For S, Auguftine vppon thefe
yords of the Lord in the Gofpell wryteth thus. Woe be vnto you
Pharifies which do tithe minte and anife.Ifthey cannotbe cléfed
without they belecue in him_he which doth clenfe his heart tho-
rowfaith, to what purpofe is it, that hee fayth, geue almes,and
beholde all things are cleane yntoyou.Let vs geue eare,and per-
aduenture he doth expound it himfelfe They did take out the 1.
part of all their fruites,and gaue it for almes,the which any Chri-
{tian mi doth notwillingly Then they mocked him,whé he fpake
thefe yords to them,as vnto men which wold do no :\lmcs.Tth
the Lord forknowing,faid: Wobe vnto you Pharifes which tithe
smint and rue,and al kind of herbs. And paffe ouer the iudgement
& charity of God, for this itisto do almes, ifthou dqﬁ vnderftad
it,begin with thy felfe: For howe canft thou be mercifull vntoan
other, which art ynmercifull vato thy felfe. This wryteth S.Au-
guttine,in plaioly fayiné; that tithes are almes.

‘Alfoin his Enchiridion 76.chap. vpon thefe wordes of Luke
in the 11 chapter.Notwithftanding that which is more then fuf-
ficient, geuein almes andall thintEs thall becleane vntoyou, hee
fayth thus:when hehad rebuked them that they wathed théfelues
oixtwatdly, and inwardly were full of iniquity & abhomination,
admonifhing them, what, and howe aman ought firft to beftowe
almes vpon him feif;and firft to clenfe him felf inwardly, he fayth,
That which doth remaine,geue in almes, & beholde all things are
cleanvntoyou. Afterward,ihat he might the better declare what
he had geuen them warning of & what they negle€ted to do,that
thev fhuld not iudge him-ignorant of their almes:he fayth,Wo be
vto you Pharifies, as though hee thoulde fay, Iverely gaueyou
warning that you fhuld geue fuch almes, wherby al things might
be cleane vato you: butwo be voto you whichdo tith mint, rue,
and all kinde of herbes, for I do know thefe your almes, that you
{huld not thinke with your felues that you had geué me warning
therof : and negle& and pafl ouer theiudgement and charitie of
God,by thewhich almes ye might be cléfed from all your inward
filthinefe. And your bodies allo which you doe wafhfhoulde be
clesne Forall thefe things both inward, and alfo outwarde, asit
is faydein an other place, cleanfe that whichis wythin, and the
outward things fhalbe alfo cleane.

But leaft that he fhould feme to refufe thofe almes which are

euen of the frutes of the earth, he fayd, you oughc to haue done
thefe thinges: That istofay, theiudgementand loucof God,
&not to negledt the fame. Thatis to fay,the almes of the frute of
the earth This wryteth S. Aug exprefly calling the tithes almes.

Alfo Chryfoftome vpon the fame wordes in the 11.0f Luke,
that which remaineth geue in slmes,he fayth thus: wheras itwas
fpoken of the Iewih kind of clenfing it is wholy pafled.But for fo
much as tithes is a certaine almes , and the time was notyet ex-
prefly come to kil the facrifices of the law, for this caufe he faith,
ye ought todo thofe things,& not to omit the other.And S.Tho-
mas alledgcth him in his glofe vppon S.Luke. And Chsyfoftome
himfelfe doth touch two poynis.Firft that tithesis almes.Secsd-
Jy,that tithes are in 3 manner lawfull, forfomuch as the gift ther-
of vnto the pricfts did not ceafe in the time of Chrift, -

Alfo Auguftinina certaine Sermon of geuing slmes, fayeth
thus,what is to fay:ggue almes: Andbehol all things are cleane
vnto you, Let vs geue eare,und peraduenture he doth expounde
it him felfe. When he had fpoken thefe werds,without dout they
thought within them felues, who did geue almes, and howe they
did geue it. They tithed all that they had,and toke qut the xo.gart
of all their frutes. And gaue itfor almes : the which no Chriftian
lightly dothfo. Marke what the Iewes did, they tithed not onely
their wheate,but their wine and oyle, and not thut only,bur alfo
vile things.For the commandement of the Lord,as commin, rue,
and anife, of the which they tooke the 10.part, and gaueit for al-
mes. 1 thinke thercfore, tor fo much as they calleg vnto. theyr
mindes and thought with them felues,that our Lord Chrift fpake
in vaite vato them that they did no aliies , whenas they knewe
their owne workes, thatthey tithed the fmalleft, and worft of sl
theirfrutes,and gaue slines thereof: They mocked hym amongeft
them felues, becaufe he did fpeake in fuch fort vnto them, as vnto
men thatdid no aimes.The which the Lord fore feeing,by and by
added notwythftanding,wo be vato you Scribes,Pharifies & hy -

T'ythes prooned to be purealnies.

ocrites,which tithe yotir mint,commin,and rug,and ull kinde of
gcrbes:that you may know,1doevaderftand your wmes. Trucly
thefe are your tithes. Thefe are your almes,you tithe out the Mgi
and wordt of all your frutes, and haueleft the waighty matters of
the lawe vndone Here S.Auguftin often expounﬂeth,that tithes
are almes: Alfo he wryteth the like in his booke ofhomilies in his
&.homelie. s

Ttem, for the proofe of thys article that tithes are pure almes
itisthus argued For this propofition, tithes are pure almes is ine
finite, tuking the trueth for many of his particularities. It is mofte
certaine thatitis not damnable, but moft catholike, that God is
fomething. the which being falfe in all particulers,itis onely true
for that alone whichdoth furmount all kinde. Ergo, by like reafon
this particuleris true,tenthes are pure almes : For iz is thus pro-
ued Thefe tenthes of a good lay man being wholy diftribured by
afaithfull minifter vnto a nedy lay mun,uccording to a good en-
tent,how can they be but pure almes, yea,and more pure ther a.
ny almes geuen by any ofpthc cleargie being afornicatoor. The
whole Antecedent I fuppofe as pofsible, and doutfull vato the
condemners,ifit be true.

Item, itis alfo thus proued,thefe tithes,and all other goodes
of fortune,are pure almesin refpet of God. Forfomuch as euery
man,Emperor and king,is abegger of God. As S.Auguttin doth
oftentimes affirme, and confequently if he doe receiue frutefully
any fuchgoodnefle at the hang of God, the fame is pure almes in
refpe@ of God ; neither is there any faithfull man that willdeny
the fame , butthat it fimply foloweth that the fume is pure almes
before God,Ergo it is pure almes.

Itis alfo thus argued, all tithes are by them felues, and euery
part of themalmes, neither is there any resfon cétrary voto this,
that they are almes.Ergo,they are pure almes.For they are by no
other meanes or reafon, then almes, if they beall together them-
felues almes: Forfomuch as it followeth,if they be by any other
meanes or otherwife then almes, then they are otherwife then
fome ulmes,and forfomuch as they themfelues are fome almes, it
folfgvedl that they are otherwife then they are in dede,the which
is falfe, -

nance and clothing were geuen vato the Apeitles, there was any
pure almes,or that they were geuen by any other meanes by bod

ned, but thut they were pure almes, fo afterwarde the cufteme of
the fame thing according vnto like reaf doth not alter the kind
of the reafon. For fo might beggers chalenge by cuftome beyond
the purity of almes,the temporallitics which they do beg Netber
dozﬁ detvteerly exclude the purity of almes before Godfor eve-
ry man duely geuing almes,foth as he ought to do:as euery man
duelyreceiuing his almes, ought fo to receiue itas according to
Gods will. And fimplie to eftablith any humaine title, vppon the
continuance ofany fuch almes, it is altogether contrary vntothe
reafon of almes. Therefore they do continually obferue,and kepe
the reafon of the purity of almes,which they had from the begin-
ning,when as the bond conditioned, doth not deftroy the purity
thereof. Wherefore there is no caufe why it fhould be denied that
tithes are pure almes:except that the proud fhould be maruelou.
fly extolled,contrary to thehumility of Chrift. For they doc cha-
Jenge by the title of their lacke or want fo tobe pleafed for theit
tithes. For fo might the begging Frier,by the continuance of hys
daily begging chalenge according vnto the like quantitie or cir-
cumftance But itis no argument,that if the curate doe performe
his corporall miniftrie,that he ought therefore to chalenge tithes
by any ciuil title,becaufe that as wel on the behalfe of| him,which
geueth the tithe, as alfo in the behalfe of the Curate, euery fuche
miniftry oughtfrely to be geuen,and not by any ciuill exchange.
Forfomuch as itis not required, but that rather the comparifen
of fisch exchaunges are repugnant, forfomuch as alfo no mé fre-
Iy geueth any almes except he doelooke for the ductie of recom-
pence,by the law of confcience. :

Item,all temporall goods beftowed vppon the clergie, by the
lay people vader condition, as the geodes of the churche are the
almes of them which geue it,it is prooued thus, for fo muchas all
thofe goods are the goods of the poore, as it appeareth by many
fayings of holy men and by the lawes.

But they were not the goods of the pore, after they were mere
feculer goodes, but onely by themeane of the woorke of mercie,
wherby they were beftowed vpon the pore Ergo,they were pure
almes.The céfequent dependeth vpé the definitié of pure almes.

Ttem,all things changed to the vfe and pewer of an other, €i-
ther by ciuil exchange or Euangelical is changed Butthe church
oods are fo changed by one of thefe miniftries. Bur the Euanﬁe-
cal exchange is not to be fained,becaufe it is not done,neyther
by bying or felling,or any other ciuill exchange. Therefore there
doth not remaine,but only a pure gift, for hope of a heauenly re-

ward,the which is mercy,and fo pure almes. And it femeth tofols*
lowe confequently that all the Clerﬁie receiuing fuch almes, are
notonely inf refpcz{ of God,as alt other menne: But in refpe&t of
axi

. - Suftenmee -
But nowv to paflebeyond the bonds of Logicke,itis tobede- & clothing,
matided, whether before the church was endowed,or that fufte- geuen tothe

wasalmes

of det,amégft men, Andforfomuch as the reafon is not to be fai- 5{5,‘2,““



