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men beggers.For they wold not fo inftantly require thofe almes
except they had neede of them : neither ought we to be 3f]1amgd
therof,or to be proud beggers:for fo much as Chrift touching his
humanitie becunie abeggerfor vs, becaufe hee declared his need
vato his Father faying.&c. . .

Ttem,when any Kyng, Prince,Knight, Citizen,or anye other
man doth geue vato the clergy, or to anye prieft for his ftipend,
he geueth the fame vnto the Churche of God, and to the priuate
party, s a perpety allalmes,that he fhould‘ﬂttgnd to his vocation,
preaching,praying and ftudying. But this kinde of; geumF doth
ot fuffice to ground any feculer dominion amongft the clergye
icfolloweth tEat the bare vfe remaynethin them, or the {eculer
yfe without any feculer powver, )

The maior appearethhereby, forfomuch as otherwife almes
thould not be a worke of mercy.Whereby it may alfo appeare, that
tenths are pure alms geuen to the church,to the vie of the pore.

And hereupon the holy men doe fay that tenthes are the tri-
butes of the needy foules. Whereupon S. Auguftine in afermon
made vpon the reftoring oftithes fayth. The geuing of Tithes moft
deare brethren are the tributes of the poore foules therefore pay

our tribute vnto the poore. And by and by after, he fayth,there-
fore who defireth eyther to get any rewarde, or to haue anye re-
mifsion of fianes, by geuing of his tenthes,Jet him ftudy to geue
almeseuen ofthe ninthpart: fo that what foeuer fhall remayne
mote then a competent Liuing,and decent clothing:thatitbe not
referued for riot, bur thatitbelayd vpin the heauenly treafure,
by geuingit in almes to the poore.  For what fo euer Goddoth
geue vato vs more then we haue neede of: he doth notgeueitvs
fpecially for our felues: butdoth fend it vsto be beftowed vpon
others by our handes,ifwee doe not geue it, we inuade an other
mans pofkfsions.

Thus much wryteth S. Auguitine , and is repeted in the xvi.

ueftion 1.Decime.

Alfo S.Jerome in an Epiftle, and it is put in the 16. queftion,
and 2.chap Quicquid.What focuer the clergy hath it is the goods
ofthe poore.

AlfoS.Auguftine inhis 3 3. Epiftlevnto Boniface, and itis a~
leaged in the 1.queftionand 12,

Alfointhe 23. quettion 7. Ifwe doe poffeffe any thinge pri-
wately, the which doth fuffife vs,they are not oures,bur the goods
of the poore, whofe ftewardes we are,except we doe challenge to
ourfelues a property by fome damnable vfurpatis. The glofe vpe
on that part of the 23.queftion 7.fayth. The Prelates are but one-
ly the fewardes of the church goodes,and not Lordes therof.

S Ambrofe alfo vpon this faying of the Gofpell. Luke the 16,
Geueaccompt of your bailithip,or ftewardthip: Hereby then doe
we learne, thar they are not Lordes, but rather ewardes and ba-
lifles of other mens fubftaunce.

And S.Ierome,writing to Nepotianus faieth , howe can they
be of the clergye,which are commaunded to contemne and dif-
pife their owne fubftaunce, and to take away from a frend , itis
theft, to deceiue the Churche it is facriledge, and to take awaye
that, which hould be geuen vato the poore.

Tythes proned pure almes. T 'be burning of [ .Wick, bones."

And S.Bernard in his fermon, vppon thefe wordes (Symon
Peter fayd voro Iefus, chap. 17 ) fayd. Truely the goodes of the
Church, are the patrimony of the poore: And whatfoeuer thyne
the minifters and ftewardes of the (ame, notLordes orpoiléfn-
fours do take vnito themfelues more then fufhcient, for acompe-
tentliving,the fume 1s taken away from the poore,by a facrilegi-
ous crueltie, ¢

And Eufebius in his treatife vpon the pilgrimage of S.Ierom
writeth thus, if thou deeft poffefle a garment, or anye other thing
more then extreme necefsitie doth require: and doft not help the
needy,thou art atheef8a robber. Wherfore dearly beloued chil
dren,let vs be ftewards of our temporallities ,and not poffeffors.

And Ifidore in his treatife De fummo Bono chup.42.fayth Let
the bythop know that he s the feruaunt of the people, andnot
Loxd ouer them,

Alfo in the g.booke of decretals, extra.de donationibus, fub
authoritate Alexandri tertij. Epifcepi parifienfis.He fayth,we be-
leue that it is not vnknowne vito your brotherhioode, thata By«
fhop, and euery other Prelateis but a fteward of the Churche
goodes,and not Lord thereof. By thefe fayinges of thefe holy men
itis euidently declared,that not only tithes,but alfo al other fub-
ftaunce which the clergy hath by gift of worke of mercy,are pure
almes,which ufter the necefsitie of the clergy once fatiffied ,ought
to be tranfported vato the poore. )

Secondly itis declared hovv that the Clergye are not Lordes
and pofleffours of thofe goods,but minifters & ftewardes therof.

Thizdly itis thewved, that if the Clergye doe abufe the fame,
they are theeues, robbers, and facrilegious perfons , and except
they doe repent,by the iuft iudgement of God they are to be cons
dempned.

Ajm thus hetherto 3 may peradbuentuve feeme to haue

~mabe fufficient iong refitall out of 3hon Hus, butlo
notwithFanding that the commoitic of thofe thinges,
maye aboundantly vecompence the prolipitic theceof,
yohetfore if 3] (hali feeme buto any man in the vehearlal
ofthis difputation to haue paflcd very fatre the boundes
of the hittozp:lethim thinke thus of me,that at what tyine
3\ tooke in hand toweyee of thefe Lccleftatticall masiers,
3| could not omit thefe thinges whiche weve {o fraightly
opned with the caufe of the Thureh,

FReither that 3 bid make moze accompt ofthe hitorpe
twobich 31 bad taken in band then of the common vitlitee,
whercunto ) had chiefe vefpect. Theoe twere befides théle
ceetayne other articles, yobeveupon the fayde JiobnDus
bavd very wifely and Icarnedly difpuccd,but thefe thal fufs
fice vs for this prclent. And for the vefidue e will palie
them ouce,to the intent we may the moe fpedely retonrne
whercas our ftorp Icft, declaving wbhat crucity they vicd
not onely again® the bokes and avticles of Jobn yic=
&litfe,but alfo inburning his body and bones, conunauns
ding them tobe taken ¥p 4.ypeares after he was buryed,
asappceaceth by the decree of the fapode Synobde, the foune
wherof,we thought heveunto to anvexe as followety,
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