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of your mofte Chriftyan gouernment : a certayne craftye and
hairebraine o€ of falfe Chriftians, in the fame your kingdom,to
grow and increafe: which call themfelues the poore men of the
treafury of Chrift and his difciples,and whom the common peo-
leby a more founder name call Lollardes(as a man would faye
withered darnell) according as their fins require: and perceyue,
thar they waxe ftrong,& as it were preuayle agaynit the diocefis
offomz places, and other gouernors as they meete together not
courageoufly addrefsing themf(elues agaynft them as they ought
todo(whereof chiefly and not vndeferuedly 1 geue them admo-
nitis>n) for that they tuke thereby the more bolder prefumption
and itomacke among the vnlearned people. And for as muche as
thofe whom we cannot call men,but the damnable fhadowes or
gholts of men,do rife vp againt the found fayth,& holy vayuer-
fall church of Rome : and that very many of them beinge indiffe-
rently learned,which (to the confufion & eternall damnation of
fome of them)they got fitting vppon their mothers lap the fayde
Churchof Rome, doerife vp or inueye agaynftthe determinati-
on of the holy fathers, with too much prefumptuous boldnes,to
the fubuerfion of the whole ecclefiatticall order and eftate: Haue
not bene afrayd,nor are not yet afrayd,publikely to srcach,vcry
or that they
are not put to filence,reproued,driuen out,rooted out or other-
wife punifhed,by any thathath authoritie and the feare and loue
of God. Andalfo they are not afrayd,openlye to write the fame
articles,and {o being written to deliuer thé to K:ur kinglye par-
liament,and obftinately to affirme the fame, The venemous and
difdainfull recitall of which articles, vpon good aduifement at
this prefent we pafle ouer:left the fufferaunce of fuch fenfualitie,
might fortune to renue the wofid that reafon may heale, Yet not-
withttanding,leaft fo greatand contagious an euil fhould efcape
vnpunifhed,and that without deferued vexation, and alfo thatit
might notget more hare and waxe ftronger:we therefore(accor-
ding to that our office and duetie is,where fuch neglygence and
fluggithnes of our prelates being prefent,where this thing is)do
commit and geue in commaundemét to our reuerend brethren,
Canterbury,and Yorlke, Archbifhops by other oure letters : that
they ftand vp in the power of God agaynft this peftilent and ¢5-
tagious fect, and that they liuely perfecute the fame in forme of
lawe:roote out and deftzoy thofe,that aduifedly and obftinately
refufe to withdraw their fc):ote fr the fame ftumbling block,any
reftraint to the contrary notwithftanding. Butbecaufe the afst-
ftance,counfaile,fauour, and ayde of your kin‘%ly eftate & high-
nesare requifite to the execution of the premiffes:we require, ex-
hort,and befesch the fame your princely highnes, by the bowels
of the mercy of lefus Chrilt,by his holy fayth,by your owne fal-
uation,by the benefit that to all men is common,and by the prof-
eritie alfured to every man and woman , that not onelye your
iingly feucritie may readily fhewe and caufe to bee fhewed vnto
our Archbifhops and their Commiffaries (in this behalfe requy-
ring theforefayd due execution) conuenient ayd and fauour , 18
otherwife alfo to caufe them to be afsifted:But that alfo you wil
enioyne your Magiltrates and Iuftices of afsife , and peace more
ftraightly,that of their owne good wils,they execute theautho-
ritie committed vato thé,with al feueritic againft fuch damned
men,according as they are bofid by the office which they are put
introft with: Againft thofe I mene, which haue determyned ob-
ftinatly to defile théfelues in theirmalice and finnes, thofe to ex-
pell,banifh,and imprifon,and there fo long to keepe them, til ¢6-
digne fentence thall pronounce them worthye to fuffer punyfh-
ment. For your kingly wiledome fecth,that fuch as they be , do
not only decesue poore fimple fouls (or at the leaft do what they
can to deceiue thé)but nlfoiring their bodies to deftiuéti,and
further prepare confufion and ruinous fall vnto their temporall
Lordes.Go to therefore my fiveete fonne,and indeuour your felf
to worke fo in this matter,as vndoubtedly we truft you will:thae
as this firebrand (burning and flaming ouer fore)beganne vnder
your prefident or gouernment : fo vnder your feucre iudgement
and vertuous diligence, might, fauour, and ayde:not one fparke
remaine hid vnder the athes, but thatitbe viterlye extinguyfhed
and fpedely put out.
€ Geuen at our palace of S,Peterat
Rome, the xv. Calendes of Octo-
ber,in the fixtyere of our pontifi-
calitic,

' §The Kynges Commiffion,

R‘[chard by the grace of God kyng of Englande, 8¢ of Fraunce,

and Lorde of Irelande. To ali thofe vatowhom thefe prefent
lettersthall come, greeting. Knowye, that where as lately atthe
inftance of the renerend father, William Archbifhop of Caunter-
liry,Metropolitane of all England, and Legate ofthe Apoftoly-
#al feateivve for the redreffe and amendement of ull thofe whych
would obttinately preach or maintaine,publiquely,or priuely a-
ny conclufions of the holy fcripture,repugnant to the determy-
nzu of our holy mother the chusch, & notorioufly redounding

to the fubuerfion ofthe Catholique fuith, or ¢étaining any heré-
fie orerrour,within the prouince or bithopricke of 8ﬁterbun-ic:
Haueby our fpecial Ictters patents,in the zeale of the fayth seu s
authoritie and licence vnto theforefuyd Archbithop & to alland
fingular his fuffraganes, to areft all and euetye of them thar will
grench or maintaine any {uch céclufions, wherefocuer they may
¢ found,and to cSmit them eitherto their owne prifons orany
others at their owne pleafure:andto kepe thé in the fame, vatiil
they repét them of the errours & prauities of thofe herefies:or til
that,of fiuch maner of arefts,by vs or by our counfayle it fhoulde
be otherwile determined, that is to fay to tuery one of them and
their minifters throughout their cities and dioces. And nowe the
reueréd father in god Iohn B.of| Herford,hath for a certaintie in-
formed vs: that although the fame B. hath accordinge to iuftyce
couinced acertain felow named W.Swinderbypretending him-
felfto be a chaplaine,& one Stephé Bell a learned man,and hath

- pronounced thé heretikes and excdmunicate, & falfe informers

among the ¢Gmon people,and hath declared the fame by the de-
finitiue fentence of the aforefaid bifhop for that they haue prefu-
med to affirme and preach openly in diuers places within the di-
oces of Herford,many conclufions or naughty opinions notori-
oufly redounding to the fubuerfion of the Catholike found fuith,
and tranquilitie of our kingdome The fame Bifhop notwithftan-
dinge, neyther by the ecclefiafticall cenfures,neyther yet by the
force and ftrength of our comifsion was able to reuoke the fore-
faid William and Stephen;nor yet to bridle the malice andindu-
rate contumacie of them:For that they after that they were vpon
fuch heretical prauitie conuiét by the fame bifhop(to the intent
they might delude hisiudgement and iuftice)conueyed théfelues
by and by,vnto the borders of Wales, with fuche as were their
faltours and accomplices, in keping themfelues clofe, vato whé
theforce ofeur fuid letters doth in no wife extende Whai cupon,
the fayde Bithop hath .made fupplycation vnto vs,that wee will
vouchfufe to prouide a fufficient remedye in that behalfe. Wee
therfore which alwayes(by the helpe of almightie God )are defé-
dours of the fayth,willing to withftand fuche prefumptuous and
peruerfe enterprifes by themoft fafelt way and meanes we maye
geucand comit full power and authoritie to the forefayd bithop
and to his minifters, by the tenour ofthele prefents,to aireft or
take,or caufe to bearrefted or taken, theforefayde William and
Sthe({)hen,in any place within the citie & dioces of Hereford and
our

mit thé either to onr prifon or els to the prifon of the fame bithop
orany other prifon at their pleafure, iffuch ncede bee,and there

‘tokeepe thé fafe. And afterwards, vnles they will obey the com-

maundements of the Church,with dilygence to bring them be-
fore vs and our cofifel,or els caule them to be brought. That we
may determine for their further punifhment, as we fhall thinke it
requifite conuenient to be done by the aduife of our cofifell, for
the defence and preferuation of the Catholike faith. And that the
forefayde William and Stephen beinge fuccoured by the aide of
their fatours or fauourers, fhould not bée able to flye or efcape
to their accuftomed ftarting holes: and that the tharpnes of their
paines fo aggranated,may geue them fufficient caule to returne
to the lap againe of their holy mother the church:we (trayghtlye
charge and commaunde all and fingular our Shrifes,Bailifes,Ba.-
rones,and al other our officers,in the Citie and Dioces of Here-
ford,8 in any other place being within our dominion-of wales,
by the tenour of thefe prefentes: that from time to time (where
they thinke it moft meete)they caufeit openly to be pracl.imed
in our name,that none,of what ftate,degree, preeminence, kind,
orother cédition he fhalbe of,do cherifh opély or fecretlye, the
forefayd William and Steuen,vntil the time that they repent thé
of their herefies and errours, and fhalbe recéeiled vnto theholy
Church of God: Neither thatany perfon or perfons:be beleuers,
fauorers,or receiuers, defendours , orin any cafe wittinglye in-
ftructours, of the faid Will iam or Stephen,or any other of the re-
fidue of the heretikes that are to be couninced:vpon the forfaiture
ofill that euer they haue. And that alfo they gening their atten-
dance,be obedient & aunfwerable to the forefayd bifthop and his
deputies in this behalfe for the execution of the premifles : and
that they ccrti? vs and our counte! diftinétly, and plainly, from
time to time, of the names of all and fingular perfons,which fhall
fortune to be found culpable in this behalfe,vnder their feales.In
witnes whereof,we haue caufed thefe outletters patentes to be
made, Witnefle our felfe at Weftminfter the ix.day of Marche, in”
the xv.yeare of our reigne. .
: Farington

9Another Jetter of the fayd kyng
agaynft Walter Brute.

Rlchard by the grace of God kyng of England and of Fraunce
and Lorde of Irelande : To hys beloued and faythfull Tohn
Chaiidos knighe,John Eynfore knight, Renold dz 1a Bere knight
Walter Deueros knight, Thomas de la Bare knight,William Lu-
cie knight, Leonard Hakelute knight , and to the Maior ofthe
. Citie
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