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prophaned by thrufting in for morey. Therefote, et the hyghe&
vicare of Chrifte looke vnto this witha diligenteye, and lethym
be the follower ofhimby whom hehath gotten-autheritie:aboue
others. Jf youmark well moft holy: father,you fhal find: thrae Chrift
rebuked tharpely. two brethreri,coudting the feate of honour: hee
taught them nat toyplay the Fordes ouer the peoples buit tfé more
grace they were preuéted with; to be fo much merehutible then
other,and morelowly to ferue.their brethren. Tohywitharasked
hys coate, to geue the clodke::tohim that finotk hitnoazhe one
cheeke, to tontne the other to himi.For the thecpe thavare getien
to hys keeping,hee muftforfake allearthly thynigs and torhedde
his owne plolid,yea and ifneederequired to dieiThefbshings 1y
be thofe thatadorne the highefbByihop if théy beindsiss not pur-
ple,nothys white herfe, nor his:tmpetiall crowne,becaufe hee a-
mong all menis moft boundetgall the theepe of Chrift. Forthe
feure of G O D therefore andforthe loue of the flockewhich yee
guide, confider thefe things diligently, and doe them wifely, and
fuffer vs no longertowauer bétwixes tivozalthough not for yout
owne caufe, to whom peraduentire the fulnesof [your owne po-
wer is knewen: yet in pitying our weukenes, if thuubehe,tell vs
openly, and thew:thy felf to the worldthat al-we miay follow one:
Be not to vs a bloudy bithop, leaft by your.otéafibn mensblond
be fhed, leaft hel fiwalow fiach 2 nomber of foules;8e leaft the name
of Chriit be euill fpoken of by Infidels, thorough'ttiche.aworthy
petfonage. Butperaduenture yee will fay,for our righteoufnes it
1s manifeiinough, and we will not put it to ather mens difputa-
tions. Ifithis bald-aunfwer thould be admitted,the fehifine thould
continue {tiil, feding neither partiswilling to sgreeto the other:
and where the world is asit were equall geuided betwixt them,
neither part can be compell:dto geveplace to-the other without
muchbloudﬂ)gd. The incarnation of Chrift ‘and his refurreétiont
was well inoughknowen tohimfelfe and his difciplesyethee us-
ked ofhis father o be mude knowen to the world. Hee miade alfo

thé Gofpel tobewrytten,and the doctrine of the Apoftles;8fent
. his Apottlesintoall the world, todo the office of preaching, that
. the fume thing might be knowen te all men Thé forefayde teafon

is the fubtelty-of Mahomet, the which knowing himflfe guiltyaf
his feét,vurerly forbad difputaiions.If ye haue to ful truft of your
righteoufnefle, putit to the examination of worthy perfonesina
generall councel to the which it belégeth by right todefirié-fuch
doubts,or els commit it vnto able pertons,and geue theri i} po-
wer to detesming all-things concerning that matter,or atthe left
by forfaking the office on both parties, leaue the Churche of God
fice,fpeedily to prouide for a new fhepheard, - .

. We finde,kings haue forfaken their temporal kingdomes vp-
on onely refpect of denotion,and haue taken the apparel ofMon-
kes profefsion.Thereforelet Chriftes Vicar(being u profeffour of
moit highholinefle)be athamed to-gontinue in hus feat of honor
to the otfence of all people,and the preiudice and hure of the Ro-
mith chuicch,and thedeuotion.ofir, and cuting away kingdomes
from it. Butifyouay,itis not requifie that the caufe of Goddes
church fhouid he calied in controuerfie,and therefore we cannot
fo eahiy goe from :t?fecing our conicience gainefayeth it, To'the
which we anfwver,it itbe the caufe of God and the church; let the
getieral councel iudge of it:but ifit be a perfonal caufe (as wlmoit

_ ail the wosld probabyy thinketh)ifye were the follower of Chrift,
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yewould rather chole a te::porall death,then to fuffer fuchawas
uering, 1fay not,to the hure of fo many, but the endles deftruéti~
o of ioules,to the offence of the whole world, and to an euerla-
fting thame of the Apoftoiical dignitie. Did not Clen.ente named
(ot that I may more trucly {peake) ordeined of S.[eter to the A-

oftolike digniue und to be bithop, refigne his right, thac his dede
might be taken of his {uccefiours tor an exumplerAlfo Pope Siri-

* cius gaue ouer his Popedome to be acomfort ofthe 11000 Vit~
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gins.T herfore much more ought you(if neede require)geue ouer
our Popedome, that you might gather together thechildren of
God which be fcattered abroa}dc, Foras it 15 thought a gloryous
thing to defend the common right,euen to bludilied : io s it fom-
times neceffary for a man to wincke athis owne caufe,and to for-
fake it for a greater profite, and by that meanes better to procure
pe:{cc;Shomdc nothe be thought adeyill and Chriftes enemic of
all men,that woulde agree to aneleétion made of him for the A=
poftolicall dignitic and Popedome,ifit thanld be to the deftruéti-
on of Chriftians,diuifion of the church, the offence and lofi of al
faichfull people?lf fuch mifchiefs hould be known to al the world
by Goddes reuclation, to come to pufle by fuch receiuing of the
Popedome and Apoftolicall dignitse: then by the like reaton,why
fhail he not beiudged of all men un Apoftata and fortaker of hy's
faith, which chafeth dignitie, or rather worldly honour, then the
vnitie of the Churche ¢ Chrift died that he might gather together
the children of God which ate fcattered abroad: but fuch an ene-
mie of God and the Church,witheth his fubsetes bodily to die in
battaile;and the more part of the worlde to pearith in foule,rather
then foriakiog to b:lf’OP‘,c to liue inalower ftate,although it were
honourable.irihe feare of God the defire of the heauenly kingda,
& theearnclt loyc of the vitic of the churchdo moue yourhare,
shevin dede that your workes may beage recordeto the truth.

The Kinges letter. toPope Boniface. ,

" Glement and Sirigius: moft hely Dgpes, not only are notte.
précued, but rathier aregeues encad ofslkmen, becanfe they gave
bletifhisis right forpiafiable caufes; S fbx the fame caulg altthe
chutok’oFholy men $iavie forth their praufe: Likewvife yous name
ionildliefot custdrid euer if ye wopld do the like fog.anecedla-
1y caufe,thatis tofay,for the vnitie of Gods Chuiche.rGeng uo
heede to vnmeafurable cryings of them thar fay, that the rygfxtc
chufing of Popesis loft,except ye defendyour part manfully-buc
be afiaid, leaft fisch flisrers vp of mifchicfe looke for theyr owne
commoditie or honour, thatisto fay, thatvnder yourwing they
mightbe promored to-richefle and honour. After this fore Achi-
thophel was ioyned atid:Abfolon in perfecuting his owne father,
and falfe viurping ofhyskingdome,: .« . - )

Furthermore,thére thoulde be noicopardicto that election,
becaufe both pifties (ticke ftifly to the old ffhion ofelection,and
either of thetii cotietthe: preheminence :of the Romik Churche,
counfailing all Chriftians o obey them. Andalthough throughe
their geuing oyer the fifhién of chufing the Pope fhould be cha-
ged for a timerit weététohe borne,father then to fuffer any longer
this diuifieri in Gods ¢hiirch For that fafhion-in chufing 1s ot fo
neceffary required tothe fatc of aPope,butthe f_u?:,cc[ipp_r of the
Apoftle as neceflary canfc required, might come in at the doote
by other fafhion of chufing, and thar Canenicall inogh.” And
this we ate tauight manifeftly by examples of the fathers:far Peter
the Apoftle appoynted afier him Clement, and that not by falfe
viurping of power;as we fiippofc. - Andit was thought, thatthat
fufhiofi bF apoyntimg of Popes,as Lawfull ynto the time ofPope
Hillacy '

. Which decreed that no Pope fhuld apoynt hys fucceflor,
* Afrerward theeleion of the Popewent by the cleargy und

¢cple of Rome,and the Empirors couififaile sgreeing therco, as
¢ appeareth inthe ele@ion‘of the blofi2d Gregory.But Matzinus
Pope with the conferit 6fgheholy Sytiode graunted Charles the
power to chufe the PdpelButoflate Nycholus the 2. was the firft
wwhiénfé Martine makes mention of in'his councels,to be cholen
by th: Cardinals, But ill'the Bifhops of Lumbardie (for themoft
parywhiftode this ele€tion,and chofe Gadulus to be Popesfay -
iig that the Pope ought not to be chofen,but of the pr?gméte of
Tialie. Wherefore,we thiitke it not a fafe way fo earneft] toitick
fo the traditions of men,in the fufhion of chafingthe Pepeiifo
oftto chaunge, leaft ye be thought to breake G_oddcs tradigions
concerning thé veitie of the church: Yearatheri were better yet
vo ordaine 2 newe famion of his eleCtion; und meeter foxhymas
i,;?hath bieene afore, Bur all things concerning the fame eiection
tayghs be kept fafeif Gedshonour wete looked for afere youre
oiwiie,and the peacé of the Church were vprightly foughte : far
fucha difhonouring thoulde be moft honourvnto you, and that

euing place fhall be the getting of agreater dignitie; & thewvil-
%ng depofing of your honour, fhiculde obtaine you.the entrie of
eueilaltity honour , and fhoulde Fro‘cur‘c theloue of the whole
waorlde toward you;and you thoulde deferue ta be exalted contiz
nutally,as Dauid was in humbling himfelfe. O howe monftrous a
fightand how foule a monfter is mantiesbady disfigured wyth
two heades? So if it weré pofsible,the fpoufe of Chrilt thoulde be
tade fo monftrous,if fheg were ruledwyth two i uchheudes : bue
thatis ot pofsible,fhe is cuer altogethes faire,in whome nofpot
is found cherfore ye muft caft away thistrotten member, & thru-
fterin ofhys fecond head:We cannot fuffer any longer fogreata
wickednelle in Gods houfe;that we fhoulde fuffer Gods core that
wantesa feame,by any meanes tobe torne Ly the handes of two,
that violently draw it in fonder.Fot ifthefetwo thould be fuffred
to rajgne together, they woulde fo betwixte themtegre in pieces
that litle coate of the Lord, that fcarfe one piece wouldehange to
another.They pafic the wickednefie of the fouldiours that cur fed
Chritt-Foi they willing to haue the coate remaine whole,faid:Let
vs not clitit,but let vs caft lots for it;whofe it/halbe.But thete 2.
Popes fuffring their right and title tobe tried by no lotnor vy
(althoughnotin worges yétindeedes)they pronounce this fen-
tence:I+ fhall neiher be thine nor imine, but let it be deuided, for
they chofe rather as it apearethto be l?rds(fhougl\ itbebutina
litle part,and that to the cofufion of vnitie of the Church)then in
leuing that lording to feke for the peace ofthe church.we do not
affirme this, but we (hew almoft the whole iudgemét of the world
of them being moued fo thinke by likely coniclures.We looked
for amendement of thys intollerable confufion, by the fpace that
the e two inuentouts of this mifchicfeliued. But weelooked for
peace and beholde trouble :for neitherin their lyues nor in their
deaths, they procured any céfort,but rather dying as itwereing
doubt betwixt twowayes, leftto iheyr fuccetloures matters of
contention continuall. But nowye for the fpace of 7 yeres of their
fucceflors,that which we defired and loked for afore (thatis, they
thoulde beare good grapes and they bryng foorthwild grapes)in
thys matter we fall inte a deepe defpaire.But in as much that we
heare the comfort of the Lorde,which promifed that miferably he
wold deftroy thofe wicked men,& let his vineyarde to other hui-

bandmen which will bring him fruit at their times appoynted, he

hath promifed fathfully that he wil help his{poute in her nede, ro

. thend ofthe world:& we leaning on the fure hope of this promife
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