532.

Ifthe touch-
flone mighttry:
truth {hould be
knowne.

The defeription
of theright
Chriftians in
Shreuesbury.
The Catholikes
of Shreuesbury.
Shreusbtiry, ex~
cept thou turne
tro thy wicked
wayes,thou |
canftnot receiue
the tructh,

K.Henry.4.  'Theexamination of M.will T horpe. Preaching without licence of Bifhops.

and to fanvtherby after my cmningand potwer: 3| faid to
the Archbithyop, Sie if the cvuth of HodS Word might now
beaccepred as it Mould be, F doubt not to prone vy likely
cwidence.thac they that ave famed tobeowt of the tapth of
boly Lhureh in Shrewibury,&in other placesailo, avein
the teue fapeh of holy Lhurch. SFo2 as theyz wordes found,
and thepy weorkes e to mans iudgement(dzeaning and
louing tapthtully ©Hod) theps will,their defive,thet loue @
theyz buhnesare mof fet to dead,to offend Hod,¢ o oue
fozto pleale hinin ttue ¢ fapthfull Recping of his comaii-

. bementes, Aud agavne,they thatave fapd tobe i the faich

ofyoly Lhureh in Shicwibury @ in other places, by open
ewdence of their proud, ennious, malicigus, couetous,ic=
chevoug,and other foule wors ¢ workes:ueithet Know,
nozhaue wil to knoto,no} to occupy theic wits teuely and
etfeceuouftyin the vight favthof holp Lhuvch., Yobevefoe
alithere,noz none that folow thepr maners, Halt anp time
come vevely inthe fapth ofholy chureh, crcept they inforce
themanoze teucly to come i che way which nowo thep dea
{pile. Fo: thefcmen and women that avenote calied faith=
full and holden tuft,nother knoiw,noz will exereife thélelfe
to know (of fapthfuincs)one commmaundement of Son,
and thus tull many menand wome now,and fpecial=
Ipmétpat ave named tohe principall lins of holp chueeh,
fiyzee 50D to great math, delecuc his curfe oz that they
cati oy holo thenviuftmé, wbich ave full buiud?,as their bi=
cious woznes, theiv great cutomable fwearing, and theyy
flauniderons and hameiull toozks fhew openly and wit=

- nes, And therfoze, fuch vicions men & vnvintt iv theys own
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confulion,call them brind men & womné, which afeer theic
powet and cunning bufp themfeiucs tolimenftly aftecthe
cOimaundement of Bod, And where fit ye fap,that 3| baue
diffroubledthe chminalty of Shictoloury, s many other
men aud women with my teaching : Jficchisbe,itis nog
t0be wondyed of woile men, fince all the communaley of p
Lty of Fierulatem twas diltroubled of Chriltes s per-
fon,that was very Hodand man,and molt pindent prca-
chee that euer was o Malbe. And alfo all the. Sinagoge of
JRazaveth was moucdagayn Lhilt, efofmifilled with
e tawards himop his preaching,that the men of the Si=
nagoge vofe vp and caft Lhil out of theyr City, ¢ led him

" Bp tothe top of a moiitapn foz to catt him down there head
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ting. Qlifo accorpingly heveto,the £.02d wittefleth by S oiz
fes,that be fhatl put difention betwixt his people,and the
peopi: that cacrariceh and putiucth bis people, yobo fiv is
be thac fyall preach the teuth of Hos WD to the vufaith
full peopicsand fatl fet the {othfaftnes of the Bofpell,and
the propbecy of BHod almighty to be fulfilled?

CaAnd theQAechbithop fapd tome . Ftfolowethof thefe thy
wodes,that thou and fuch other thinkeft: thatye vo right
Yoeil fonto prcach and tcach agye do, withoncauthozity of
any Bifhop. 501 ye prefume,that the Lozd hath chofeporn
ong i?f tg) 5] fgmcb,as fapthfut difciples and (peciall folow-
crs of Thift, :

~and 3| fapd: Sy1 by autbority of Bods law and alfo of
Sapntes and Doctors F am learned to deme , thatit isca
uery izicttes office and duty fog to peach bufilye, feecly &

- tenely the woyd of Hob. £02 no doubt encey 103l hould

purpofe firft in his foule, & conet totakethe order of prieft-
bood chiefly fo2 10 1make Ruotoneto the people the word of
1Bod,after hig cunning and power:approuing bis worns
cuep tobe truc by his vertuons works, and fol this intent
wefuppofe that Bifhops ¢ otheridrelates of holp chureh,
fhould chiefly take and victheiw prelacye, and foz the fame
anfe Bithops Hould geue 10 Dricles theit oders . Fop
Bithops hould accept noman to Prickhmd, crcept that
He had good wil and ful pucpofe, @ were wel difpoled,and
toel icarned to preach. yohertoze fiv, by p bivding of THrifk,
& by the exampleofhis o holy lining, alfa by the it
nefling of his Holy Apofiles andid0phets, we ave hounde
‘onber full great pavn,to cxercile vs after our cunning and
powee (ag cucty Pdrielt is liketvile charged of Bov)to ful-
fil duely the office of pricRbood. Yoe prefume not heve of oue
felues forto beclemed(neichet ity oue otwone te'pntatiﬁ uo}
innone other misg) fapthful vilciples, ¢ fpecial folotoers of
Lhuft, But fir, as 3 fapde to pou before, e deemethis by
authoity chicfly of Hods word,that it is the chicf duety of
enery patefl,cobufy thé fapehiuily to make the law of BHod
kuowne tohis people, ¢ (0 to contnunte the chmaiidement
of B0 charitablp,how that wemayp beft, where, whé,and
o ubom chat erter e may,is our very ducty.Aud for the
will & bulines that we otoe ofducvebt to domty our of-
fice throngh the fyreing and fpeciall helpe (as we trutt) of
1Bod,boping feafaftly mbis mevep: e deliveto be p fapth
fuil difciples of Chrifk,and e pray this gracious Lod for
bis holp name , thae he make vsable topleafe him with
beront prapers, & chavitably PPrieltly works,that we map

obtaime of him to folow him thaukefully,
CAnd the Avchbithop fapd tome s Leud {ofell, whereto
mateft thou fuch vayne reafons tome: Alkerdh not Sayne
Panie,how Mhouldedricltes preache , except they be fent?
But 3| (ent thee neuer to peache, SFo1 thy venemons doc=
ttine 1s {0 knowne thioughout England , that no Bifyop
wwill admitte thee to preache by witnelling of they fetters.,
Yobpthe lewd Fvior, wille thou prefuance to preach,fince
thonaztnot fent oz licenfed of thy foucraigne topreache.,
Sayth not S.0aul,that fubicces ongh to obep they: foue-
raigues,and not oncly god ¢ vertuous:but allo tiraunts
that ave vicious?; ' .
t7and 3] fapvto the echbifhop : Siv, as touching your
fester oflicence 03 other Bifhops, which ye fay we Mounlde
bauc totitnes that we weve able to e fentfoz to paeache:
Yo intow wel that neitherpou fic,nop anp othev bifhop of
thisland, wil grait to e any fuch letters of licence, but if
toe (honin oblige b to pou,and to other bithops by vnle=
full othes, foz to patle not the bondes and termes which ye
fiv;z other bilpops willimitto vs.Aud fince in this mat-
terponrtetmesbefome to lavge, & fome to firait:toe dave
niot oblige vs thus ro beehonnden toyon foy to keepethe
tevines, which por will limit to vs,aspou do to SFriers,s
fuch other dreachers . And thevefore,though e haue not
oucletter(it,noz letters of anp other bilhops wiytté with
¢ bpon parchmeét : we davenot therfore leaue p office of
preaching (o which preaching,all Iricfts after theiv cun-
ning and powerare botid: by diners teftimonies of Bods
fat andgreat Doctoys) withous any mention imaking of
Bilhops tetters . oz as mikic as webhaue taken bpon vs
theoffice of 38riethod(though we are bswouhy thereto)
we come and purpofle to fulfitl itwith the helpe of Bobd,by
authoitp ofhis owu latw,and by witnelle of great doctors
aud Hapntes , accopdingly hevetotrutting fedfaftly in the
meecy of 150D S0 that he commaiiveth bs to do the office
of Prictthod, He will be our Mfficienst letters and witnes,
i we by crample of his holp lining and teaching , peciaily
oecupy s fapthfidly to do ont office iuftip:peay peopleto
fohom we pieach (be they fapthfull 02 bufaythiull)Maltve
ourietters, that is ourwitnede beavers: for p truth where
it i5 {ptone, map not be snwitneded, oz all p ave conmers
teD ¢ faned b learting of 5obs W0, by working there
after:ate witnes bearers : that the trueth and fothtalinede
wbich they heatd anbi did after, is canfe of thep: faluation,
And agayne,all bnfapthful men and women which heard
thereueh colbout £0 them,and wonld not do thecafeet:allo
all they that m:gl;t baue heard the cruth, & voonid ot heac
it,becaule that c’gboulp not do therafter. SN
- - Althele hall beave witnes agayn themielues , @ the
sruth which thep wonlde notheate,01 els beard it ¢ defpie
{ento dotherafter,thiongh they: tntapthinines,is ¢ (hal-
be canfe of thep: damnation. Therfore fiv,fince this afoye-
fapd titneling of Sod, and of diners Sapntes and Docs
toxs,¢ of al the people good ¢ enitl, uffilety to al truc prea=
chers: we thinke that we doe not the office of §191icRhood,if
that welcaue our peaching, becanfe that e haneniot, 02
map nothane ducly Bithops letters , to witnefle that e
ave fent of thew to preach. This fentence approneth Saimt
19aul,wherehe fpeaketh ofhimfelfe, ¢ of faithfull Apofics
and bifciples faping thus. we need woletters of commens
batit as lome preachers do, whidh preach foy couetoutneile
of tempozall goods,aud foz mens prapling . And where pe
fay 672 , thatidanle biddeth (ubiectes obep theys fouerais
gues,that is (oth,and may not bedenied, But there istivo
manct of foueraigues, vertuous foncraignes and vicious
tprauntes . Therfore,to thefe laft foucraignes, neither meé
noz womé that befubiect,owoe to sbey in two maners. To
ertuous foucraignes & chavitable, fubiectes owe to obey
wilfully and gladly,in beaving of their god commiel, in 3=
fenting to thetr chavitable bidditges, and in werkingatter
theic feuitfull workes.

This fentence 10aul approucth wodeve be fapth to fubs
Tectes. 1Be pe mindefull of pour foneraignes, that (peake to
you the w020 of 150D, & follow pou thefapth of thé, whofc
cBuerfation you know tobe vertuons, 5oz as Paul layth,
after thele foneraignies,to vhom fubiectes owe to obepin
following of the maners : worke befely inholy findying,
hotw thep mayp withand and deltroy bices, vk in thélel=
ueg,and after i all theiv fubiectes,and how they map bel®
plativthem vevtues. Alfo thefe foucraigries,make denoue
‘and feenéeprayers fop to pucchafle grace of BHod, that they
anvtheiv{ubiccts mayp sucr all thing,dread to offend hywm,
and tolonc foy to pleate hum, Aifo thele foncraignsto wha
daui biddeth bs obey,as it is faid befoze, line {0 vevtuoul=
Ip: thatatl thep that will liue wel, may take of them good
example, to Kuow ¢ to Keep the cimaundements of Bod,
‘Wus in this orcfapd wife, fubiectes onght not to obep nor
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