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kunning,orels for confufion ofthy conftience:thoufall into the
fentence that anon followeth:Binde his handes and his feete,and
cafthim in to the veter warde of darknes, there fhall be weeping
and grenning of teethe. Therfore I rede thee,that thou aduife thee
how thou fhalt anfwer to this queftion. How haft thou entred »
whether by cleeping, ot by thine owne procuring : for that thou
wouldeft trauaile in Gods gofpell, other for thou wouldeft be
‘sichly arayed? Anfwete now to thy owne canfcience as thou fhalt
anfiwer to God,thou that haft take now the order of; priefte, whe-
ther thou be curate or.none : who flirred thee to take vpon shee
fo high an eltuterWhether for thou wouldeftliue as a prieft ought
todo, fludying of Gods Jaw to preach, and mofthartely to pray
for ;hcpeopl:;os for to line adelicious life,vpon other mens tra-
uayle,and thy felfe'trauaile nought. Why allo ferten men theyy
fonnes either their coufins to '%cho]c? Whereto, but for to get
them greataduancements, or to makg them the better to knoyve
howe they Thouldén ferue Gods This men may fee openly, by the
Teiencesthat they fet them to.'Why 1 pray ‘you, put men their
fonses to the faw ciuill, or to the kings court to.write letters &
wyrits:ratherth toPhilofophy or Diuinity,but for the hope that
thefe occupations fhoulde be enermeans, to make them great in
the warld. Thope that ther wil no 1man fay, that they ne fhoulde
berter learne the rule of good liuing'in the booke of Gods lavy,
than in any bookes of mans worldly wifedome:But certes now it
is fothe,that John Chrifoftom faith. Mothers be louing tothe bo-
dies of their children,but the foule they defpife, they defire them
to wel fare in this world, but they take none hede what they fhall
fuffer in the tother : Some ordcinen fees for their children, but
none ordeine them to godward: The luft of their bodies they wol
deere by,but the health of their foule the reke nought of. If they
fee them poore or ficke,they forrow and figheth,but though they
fee them gnne, they forroyse not.And in this they fhew that they
brought forth the bodies but not the foules. And if we take heede

. truly, what abhominations be fcatrered and fpread abrode in ho-

Iy church now adayes 'amqn'ig priettes : we ful wel wit,that they
¢come not all to the folde of Chrift by Chriftes clepping for to
profite:but by other wayes to get them worldly Wcltﬁ,ap this is
the caufe of lefing of foules, that Chrilt Lought fo deare, and of
many errours among the peoplé : atid therefore, itis ivwrit in the
booke of mourning, where the Eroph‘ct fpeiketh thus to God,
're 1, The enemy hath put his hand to all things defyrable tq
him : for he hathlet lawles folke enteritito the fanétuary, of the
iwhich thoithadft commaunded, that they fhould.niot enterinto
the church ; This enemy is'Sathanas, as his name fowneth, that
hath put his hande to all that him liketh. What finne 1 pray you
will the fiend haue fow on frien, that nis now yvfed? In what plens
tic is now pride, énby, wiathand couetife ¥ Whan were they fo
reat a$ they be now,and fo of all otherfinnes, And why troyveft
thousBut forthere be a lawles people entred inito thy fanétiarie,
that neither keepe in themfelfe the law of Go@l,‘ue ohne teachen
other:And to euery fuch, faith God by the prophet, Ofe 4. For
that thou haft put away cunning: I fhall put thee away thit thon
fiia] vfe no pricfthoode tome Lo that God exprefly hicere inkioly,
writte; forbiddeth men to take the ftate of prifthoode on them,
but they haue eunning, thiat needet. “hem. Thou than that canift
neither rule thy felfe ne other,after the law = of God, beware hove
thou wilt anfier to God,athis dreadfull dome,when he fhall fay
to thee,that which1tooke to my theame, : N
Yeld the reckening of thy baily, how thou haftentred, .

The fecond queftion, thateuery curate and prelate of holye
Chirch thall auniwer tojis this.How haft thou ruled > Thatis to
fay,the foules of thy fuggets,andthe goods of poore men : Geueé
now thine acounte. Firit, how thou haft gouerned gods folke
that were take thee to keepe: Whether art thou an herde or an hi-
redmansthat dooft all for loue of bodelich hi:e?As a father, or as
2 Wolfe, that eaten his fheepe and keepeth them nought " Say
whome thou haft turned from his curfe Iiu‘ihg, by thy deuout
preaching, Whome' haft thou taughe the law’ of God that was
earftyncunning : Ther fhal ben heard a greuots “dccufing of fa-
therles children,and ahard aledging,that priefts haue liueden by:
theit wages, and notdone away their fins, Yelde alfo rekoning
how thou haft ruled and fpended the goodes of poore men.Harke
what S.Bernard faith.Dreade claikes, dreade the minifters pfthe
Church,thewhich ben in the place of faintes, that they do fo wic-
kedly, nought holding them apayd with fuch wages that were
fufficient to-them : That ouerplus that needy men fhuld be fuftai-
ned by, they be not afhamed to waft in the houfé of their pride
and leachery, and withholden to themfelfe wickedly and curfed-
Iy that which fhould be the lifeloode of poore men. With double
wickednes truly they finne. Firft, for they reeuen other mens
oods, and faith they mifife holy things in their vanities andin
their filthes.Euery fuch Bayly therefore beware,for anone;to the
1aft farthing he thall recken with Chrift. Trowelt thou not then,

that thou ne fhalt be difalowed of God of that thou haft mifpen--

ded in in feeding offat Palfreys,of hourids,of Haukes, and if it fo
be thatis worft of all, on lecherous women?Heure what is fayd of
fuche. They had led thewy dayes in wealths. And in a poynt they

A fermon preached at panles eroffe.by R. Wymbeldon.

bene gone down into hell: Think therefore I rede thee, that thowt

fhalt yelde reckening of thy bayly.

The third queftion thar this baily fhal aunfiwer to,is this:How
haftthoulyued> What light of holynes haft thou fhewed in thy
lining to the people,or what mirrour haft thou ben of holynes to
them? Geue now thy reconing;how thou haft lied,as 1 priett,or
asaleude man,as = man orasa beaft. Thatis to wonder truelye
how the lyfe of pri¢ftes is chaunged They be clothen as knights,
they fpeaken as vnhoneftly as carels, other of wynnyng as Mar-
chaunts: They riden as princes, and al that is thus fpended; is of

the goodes of poore men, and of Chrifts heretage. Therfore faith
an holy do&ttor: The clay of Egypt was tough and ftinking, and
medled with bloud.The flates ‘were harde to bee vndoe,for they
were baked with fire of couetife,nd with the light of luft.In this
fraitayleth riche men , in this they wake,a wayting poore men.
Ifithefe trainaileth prelates, that ben to much blent with to much
ghining of riches, that make them houfes Iyke churches in great
s that with diuers pointries,coloren their chambers,that with
diuers clothinges of colours,make images gay: but the poore m3
fordefault ofc%othes beggaeth,and with an empty wombe cryeth
atthe doore: Andif 1 lha%fthc foth fay,faith this door, oft tyme’
pooremen be robbedfor to clothe the trees and ftones. Of fuch!
{peakeththe Prophet, Howg art thou here: oraswho art thou?
Here thou att-occupying the place of Peter and of Poule [ br of
‘Fhomas or of Martine:But how,as Iudas among the Apoftles,as
Symon Magus among the difciples,as a candle new queinte that
flincheth all thehoufe in fteede of alight lanterne , “as a fimoke
that blindeth mens eyen,in place of cleane fire.1fthou contrarye
thus the forme of liuing that Chrift and his difiples left ta
pricis: Lo what faith the prophet Ieremye. They haue entred,
and they haue had and nought ben obedient. They hauen'with
falfe title or with their falfe and corrupt intention, hid poore
mens goodes to their mifufing, and they hauenot bée obedient
to the lawe of God in their owen liuing. Therefore it 15 writy’
that the hardeft dome fhalt fall on fuch. An hard dome, for they
haue mifentred. An harder dome for they haue mifruled. And the
hardeft dome, for they haue fo curfedtic Jiued. Thinke tMteforc
Irede,how thou wilte give reckning of thy bayly, .~ -

" ‘Thefecond Bayliff, that accounteth at this ‘dome for himfelfe .
andalfofor other, is he : that keping hath of any communite, as
kings,princes,Maiers,and Shireues,and iufticés. And thefe flull
alfo anfiver tothe fume three queftions. The firft qaeftion, how
hatt thou hentred,that is to fay, ifito thine office : Other for help
of the péople to deftroy filthed andforthren treuth  other for de-
fire of winning or worldly worfhip> Ifthou take fuchan office,
wiore for thine owné worldly profite than far helpe of thecomu-
nite; thou arta tirant as the "pholofopher feith, For it is to feare
Ieaft thete bene'too many that defirep fiiche ftates;that they may
the yather opprefle''thilke that tliey hateth, dnd take giftes to
ﬁ)ﬁre to'putii(l thilke, thathauen trefpafled, and fo maketh them
parteners of their finnes. And many fuch,when they ben fo high,
they reck nought that they beeth poare mens brethren : but they
wené to pafle them in kind, as they pufleth in worldly worihip,
thatisbut winde : of which God fai& by the prophet, they ha-
tien raigned, but nought ofme, they haue bene princes but I
knowe nought.So we reade of Roboam, thatwas the fon of kin
Salomonywhat time he was firft king, the people of ifraell comen
to him, and fayd : Thy father in his 1t dayes, pur on'vs great
charge. We pray thee fome deale make itlighter, and we willen
feriicthee. And the king tooke counfayle of the olde wife men,
and they counfailden to anfiver them faire, and that fhould be
for the beft. Buthe left thefe old wife mennis counfayle, and did
after the counfayle of children that vwere his playferen, and fuyd
to the people, when they came agayne: My left finger, is greater
th@n my fathers riegge. My facher greeued you fomewhat, bue
Iwill echen more thereto, And the people heard this, and re-
beleden to him, and tooke them another king: and fithe, the
kingdome came neuer whole againe. And therefore itis good,
that euery ruler of cominalties, that they be not lad by follies, ne
by none othereare rowner, that he ne haue an eygh of lone to
the comontie that hchath to rule. For wete ye \well, be he neuer
fo hti) gh}i that he thall come afore his higher, toyelde reconing of
his bayly.

The fecond queftion is: How haft thou ruled the people,
andthe office that thou haddeft to gouerne > Thou that htt bene
aludge in caufes of poore men, how haft thou kepe this heft o
God? Thou fhalt not take heede to the perfon of a poore man, to
bee to him the harder for his pouertic, ne thou fhalt net behold
asich mans fewblance, to fpare or to fauour him in hiswrong
for his riches. O Lorde, what abufion is there among officers of
bothlawes, now adayes: If a great man pleadeth with a poore
man, to haue ought that he holdeth, euery officer thall be readie
tohye all that he may, that the rich man might haue fuch anend
ashe defired. Burif apoore man pleade with a ritch man, than
there fhall be o manye delayes, that though the poore mans
right be open to all the Countrie, for pure faute of fpending, he
fhall be glad to ceafe. Shriues and Bayliffes willen retourne
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