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pooremens verits, with rarde Genie, but gif they feelen meede in
theic hands. And yet I heare fule, men that hauer feyen both
lawes, that ilke court thatis cleeped Chriftes court, is much
more curfed. Therefore itis wric ; giftes they rakenout of mens
bofoms, to ouerturne the right way of dome. But it is to dread
the word of Chrift: In whit dome ye deeme, yefhould bede«
med when ye comen to yelde areconing of your bayly.

The third queftion is : Howe haft thou Iyued, thou that dee-
meftand punitheft other men for their trefpas. A great doctor
faith-thee behoueth to flee the wickednes of other men,that thou
chaftieeft them for their trefpas. For ifthy felfedovnlawfullich
in deeming other men, thou damnelt thy felfe, fithe thou doeft
that thou dumneft. And Poul faith: why reacheft thou nought
thy felfe, thut thouteacheft other : Why ftealeft thou, that tea-
cheft nought other men to fteale ? Suint Gregorie faith: He fhall
not take gouernaile of other, that cannot go before them in
good liuing. And when anyeman ftand before him in dome, he
inuft take heede to fore whatIudge he fhall ftand him felfe, to
take his dome after his deedes. But it is to dread, that manie fa-
reth as the twe fulfe priefts that woulden haue damned to death

~ holie Sufan, for the would not aflent to their leacherte. Of the
which it s verit : they turned awaie their eyen, for they would
not fee ixcauen, ne haue mynde of rightfull domes Soit hap-
peth ofte, they that were more woorthie to bee hanged, dam-
nezh them thatbe lefle woorthye, as a clarcke telleth of Socra-
tes the I'hilofopher, fayth hee, vpon a duy aman asked of hym
wiy hee laughed. And hee fayd :for I fee ‘great theeues Jeadeh
alittle theefe to hanging. T pray thee, whether is heea greater
theefe that bynimetﬁ a man hys houfe and hys land from hym
and fromhis heyres for euermore, other hee that for making
of great neede, ftealeth afheepe or a calfe. Whether trow wee
nought, that it happeth fuch extortioners to be othér whyle
Tudges, and demethmen thus: But I reud thee that thusdee-
melt other, thinke on thatdoine thou fhalt come to, to yelde the
rekening of thine bayly. .

The third Baylife that fhall be cleped to this dreadfull acount
fhallbee cuerie Chriftian man, that fhall geue rekening to his
LordGod, forgoods that he hath had.of hys, And heere Ivyll
fpeake bur of the firlt queftion, that is this : How entreft thou.
And hecre by the waie, yee thathaue goten anie worldly good,
other rake by extortion,by rauayne, by vlurie, other by difceit:
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If he be caft into the fire thathath noughe giuen of his owne
good : where trowett thou thall he be cattin, that hath reued o-
ther mens from them. Andif he fhulle brenne wyith the fend that
hath nought clothed the naked, where troweft fhall he brenne
that hath made him naked that was earft clothed, But as Sainét
Gregorie fayth, two thinges maketh men to liue thus by rauaine
of other neighbours, that they defire heynes and drede pouer-
tie, and what vengeaunce falleth of this finne of couetife, 1may
fee by figure in holy writ, whan the Angell fayd to Prophet Za-
charie. Rere vp thine eyen, and fee what is that goeth out. And
the Prophet fayd what is it 2 Then the Angell fayd, this is the pot
going out, this is the eize of hemn on all the earth, And there
was a weihge of lede T bore, and there was a woman fitting in
the middle of this potte. And the Angell fayd, this is impietie s
And he tooke her,and caft her into the middle of this pot, andhe
toolce the gobette of leed and eafite itinto the pots mouth. And
the Prophet lift vp his eye, and fe faw twoo women comming
out,and fpirites inher wingis like twa kytes other gledes : and
they arerid vp this potbetweene heauen and the earth, and than
the Prophete fpake to the Aungell, whider wol thefe beare this
pot > Andhefayd, into the lond of Sennaar: This potis coue-
tife. Forrightas a pot hathe 1 wide open mouth, fo couetife ga-
geth after worldly good : and rightas the licour in the pot, pro-
tethnought to the por, but to men that draweth: and drinketh
thereof : fo worldlie good ofte, profiteth not to churlles, butto
other that commeth ufter, asitis written. He that hath money,
thall haue nofrute of it. And this couetife fs the eye of couetous
men: for they ben blinde to fee how they fhuld fee to go to hea-
uen, but to winning of worldly things they fee mante wayes,
lvke to owles, and nighterowes, that feene better by night than
by duy. The gobbet of leud, is the fyn of obftination, Thewo-
mmun that fat 1n the pot, is vapittie,as the Angell fayd, that folo-
wethvarighteoulnes and auarice. For through auarice, a man
leefeth the pitie that he fhuld haue of the mifchiefe of his foule,
For oft tyme, men leefe the lyfe of theyr foule, by deadlie finne
that they doo to haue worldly winning :and alfo they leefe the
pitie thyt they thould haue of their bodie, putting them elfes to
mnanie greatbodelye tranayls and perils both by fea, and land,
and all maketh couetife. This potis ttopped witg the gobber of
leade, when vnpitie is thus by fynne of obitination clofed in co-
uctife , that he may not goe out of the chinches harte by pes
nauace, For as Iob fayth : when he is fulfylled, he fhall bee ttop-
ped. The two women that bare vp this por, are pride and Iugt of
fiefh, that be cleped in holie writ the twey daughtrenof the wa-
tex Ledhe, crying :bring, bring. And they had wings :the fyzft
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Wo fhall be to himat this dreadiull daie as Sainét Auften fayth.’

149,
wing is grace fpirituall, as cunning, wifedonte,, and countell,

with fuch other manie For which gifts manie men wexe proud.

‘The fecond wing is bodely grace,as tteength, fuirehood, gentrie, 2 gaink couce
and manie other fuch, whereofmen wexe proud. The winges of tile.
the fecond wornan that is flefllie defire, beth glotony and flouth.

Of glotonie fpeaketh S. Gregorie : when the wombe is fulfilled, Gregory,

the prickes of leacherie beth meued. And of flouth S. Auftine ugsff. de conn
fayth: Lot the whyle he dwelled in bufines among fhrewes in fiFu Sartmess
Sodome,he wasagoodman Butwhen he was inthe hyll flowe, € Secsoram
for fykkernes, he in his dronkennes lay by hys daughtren. And Barsbolomens
thefewomen had wynges Iyke Kytés, that with s crieng vovce depropriesars-
feecheth theyr riseate, as Bartholomeus fayth. And thus fareth éas rersam,
couctife of men. Witnefsing Sainé Autline, whatis the greedy~ Aufen,

nes of flefblye defire. In as much as the rauenous fyfhes haue
fortfetime snealare, yet when they hunger, they tapin, and whan
‘they fulfill, they fpare : But onely couetife of men may not bee
Hultilled. For euer he taketh, and neuer hath inough. Nerther hee
dreadeth God, neither tharne of men. He ne fpareth hys father,ne
knoweth his thother, ne accordeth with his brethren, neyther
keepeth truth with hysfrende. He ouerprefleth widowes and fa-
therles childreq, Fredisen he maketh bond, and bringeth foorth
falfe witnes; 2fid o¢ccupieth dead mens things,as he fhotilden ne-
uer dye. What ttiaithobde is this, fayth this %octour,zhus to leefe
lyfe and grace, and get death of foule? Win gold, and leefe hea-
uen > And herefore fayth the Prophet, haue trauaile in the midit,
and leaué ynrightconfnes. Alfo Innccéent fpeaking of the hurmes
that come of couctoil?, fayth thus : O Hovw manie men hath co-
-uetife deceived and fpilt > Wheh couetife Balaam would for
-gifees that the kinge profered him, hsue curfed Gods peaple, his
-owne Afle reproued hym, and hure his foote agayritt awall. A-
¢hat was ftomed to death, for couerife made him tteale gold and
‘¢clothes, againftthe commaundethéntof God. Giefy was finit
wvith mefilrie, for he fold Naamans heale, that ¢ame of Gods Nume 22,
grace. Tudas for couetife fold Chrift, and afterward hoong him- Iofue.r.
felfe. Anany and Zaphirahis wife were dead fodainlie, for they 4 f}tfg'f'
fotfokento giue Peter theyr monty thatthey hed, And couenie Adisse
naketh alfo that rich men eate the poore, as beuftes done their
Tefousholding themlowe. This may we fee all daye, in deede 1

dread. For if a ritche manhaué a field, and a poore man haue in

‘the middéttor in the fide theéreof one acre, and a riche man haue

allaftreete faveth O houfe, that fome poore brother of hys o-

weth, he ceafetds neuer ill he ger it our of the poore mans

hand, eyther by prayer, or by bying, ér by purfuing of difceit,

Thus fared it by kyng Achab, that throughe his falfe Queenes

ginne flowe the poore man Naboth, for that he woulde not fell

hym hys vyneyard that was nye to the Kings palace. Vpon

which proces, thus fayth Sainét Ambrofe ; How far wyllyee Ambrofius de
ritche men flretche your couetife » Wyll yee dwell alone vppon fis liselts de
the earth,and haue no poore man wyth you> Why put yee out “naborn,
your felow by kynde, and chalenge to your felfe the poflefsion
comen by kynde?In commune to all ritch and poore the earth
was made, Why wilf yee ritche chalenge proper rightheerein?
Kynde knoweth no riches, that bringeth foorth all men poore.
For weebee not gotwithrich clothes, ne borne wyth golde ne
wyth fyluer. Naked hee bringeth them to this woild, needie of
meate and of drinke and clothing, Naked thz earth takethvs,
as fhe naked brought vs hyther, She cannot clofe with vs eur
poflelsion in fepulchre, for kynde maketh no difference be-
tweencpooreand rich, in comming hyther, nein goyng hence.
All in o manner hee bringeth foorth, allin o manner he clofeth
in graue. Who fowyll make difference of poore and rytch, 2-
byde tyll they haue a little whyle leyne inthe graue. Than open
and looke amotig dead bones who wyas rch » and who was
poore, but ifit be thus that mo clothes rotteth with the ritche,
then wyth the poore : and that harmeth to them that beth on
lyue, and profytte not to themthat beene deade : Thus fagth ths
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Doctour of fuche extortion as it is writ. Other mens fields they

repeth, and fro the vyne of hym that the harme oppretled, they
plucke awaye the grapes : they leueth men naked, and taketh a-
waye her clothis that hath nought wherewith ro helle themin
cold, and liften vp this pot bytwene heauen and earth. For co-
uetous men nothér haueth charite to ther brethren vpon easth,
neyther to God inheauen : and they bare this por into the lond
of Sennaar, that is to fay, into the lond of Stenche, thatis hell,
for there thall be ftench, in ftede of fiveete fmelling as lizy
fuyth. Beware 1 rede, that yee nonght haue to do with this por,
ne with the worhan therein :and on all maner that ye be noughs
weddid to her,for than yee muft be both one. This is thilke foul-
lecherous woman:the kynges and marchauntis of the earth haus
done leachery, and of her vertue they haueth bee made riche,
whofe damphation iswriten in the booke of priutties in theiz
wordes. In & day, fhall come all this vengeaunces of her death,
weping and hunger and fire thall brenne her, for ftronge is God
thatfhull venge hym on her, and than fhulleth weepe and howle
vp on her the k{ngcs of the earth, thathauethdone lechery with
her, and haueth liuedin delices when they thull fee the fmakz of
her brenning, ftoniding aserre weping and weyling and Gying.
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