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Alas alas, thilke great citie that vwas clothed with bis and purpre,
aud brafile, and ocuergilte with gold and precious ftones and
pearle. For in one houre all thefe great richesfhall be deftroyed;
than thall they fey that fhall bee damned with her.We haue erred
fro the waye of trouthand rightwifes,light hase not fhined to
vs, and the fonne of vnderftonding haue not refen to vs: we
hauebe made weety in eerich way of wickednes and of luft,and
haue gone hard wayes, but the wayes of God we khew noughr:
what hath pride profited to vs, orthe boaft of riches what hath i¢
brought to vs» All this is as a thadow of death,and yve movy novy
fhew no token of holynes:in our wickednes we be wafted a-
way. Thinke therefore I read, that thou,qn\k yelde rekening of
thy bayly. Heze endechthe firit part of this Sermon, and begin~
neth the fecond part. o .
IN which fec3d part with the helpe of God I will hew firft, who
fhall clepe vs to this recKenyng . Afterward,to fore what iudge
we (hall reckyn : and lafk what punifhyng fhallbe do to them that
ben found falfe feruauntes and wicked, and what reward thall be
gyue to them that be founde good and true . For the firft ye fhall
wetoen that there fhall be twey domes. The firft doome anone af-
ter the departyng of body and of foule , an this fhallbe fpeciall.
And of this rekenyng or doome fpesketh the Gofpell of Luke. The
fecond reckenyng or dome fhalbe anone after the generall refur-
rection, & falbe vniverfal. And of this is to fpeké in the Gofpel.
To the firlt enery man fhalbe cleped after other, as the wolrde
pafleth . Tothe fecunde fhall comeo togedre in the ftroke of an
eyeall mankynde. To the firft,men fhalbe cleped with three fum-
ners other Sergeauntes : the firitlis fickneflc , the fecond is age,
and the third isdeath : the firft warneth, the fecond thretneth,and
the third raketh . Thisis akyndly order , but otherwile it fayleth,
for fime we feeth dyeth that neuer wift what was ficknes ne age,
as children thatben fodenly flayne. And fume , ye the moft part
that deyeth nowa dages deyeth, byfore her kynde ageeofdeeth::
therefore I fay,thut the firft thar clepeth to this fpecrall reckning
is ficknes, that followethall mankind, fo that cuery man hathiic:
and fum is fickneffe that fume men haueth but noughtall, Yet
the firft fickenefle is double, for fume is withinne in the mightes
of the foule, and fume is withoutin feblenes of the bodie that
needismobe ftroyed, whan time by hem flfe is caufe of corrup-
tion as Philofophie {ayth, that thereby feblenes and ficknes. And
"fo may we feehereby, though that a man fhur ouc of the houfe of
hys hart all mader of worldlie and fleflie thoughtes, yetvnneth
fhall a man for oughtthat he can doo, thinke on God onelie, the
fpace of o Pater nofter,but that fome other thing thatis patsing;
entreth into the foule, and draweth her from contemplation,
But O Lorde God, what feckenes is this, an heuie burden onthé
fonnes of Adam, thaton fowle moock and fen of the world we
may thinke long ynow. But on that the foule fhould moft delec-
tation haue by kinde, mow we nought thinke fo lictlea fpace,
butif the cokle enter among the whete. OF this feekenes fpea-
keth Poule, where he fayth. 1 feealawe in my lirmes ﬁ%hu'ng
agenes the lawe of my fprite, and taking me into the law of
finne. So that it fares by vs, as by a man that would Jooke a-
geyns the {un, and may nought do it long for nothing. Andfor-
foth that is for no default that is inthe funne, for fhe is moft
cleere in her felfe, and fo by reafon beft thould be feyn, but itis
for feblenes of manseye. Ryght fo, fyth Adam our firft fader was
putoutof Paradyfe, ail hys offpring haue ben thus ficke, as the
Prophet feyth. Our fadres haueeata bitter grape, and theteeth
of the children be wexe an edge. The fecond ficknes, that is com-
mune to 2l mankind, commyth offeblenes of the body : as hun-
ger and thorft, cold and heate,forow & werines,and many othet
as Iob.18.fayth. A man that is ibore of a woman, liuing a little
whyle, is fulfilled with many mifeafes, Yer there is other ficknes
thit commeth to fome men,bur not ro all, as Lepyr, Paley, Fe-
uer,Dropfie,Blindnes, and many other, as it was feyden to the
peopie of Iftaell, inholy writ. But thou keepe the commaunds-
ments that be writin this booke, God fhal echen the ficknes of
theeand of thy feede, great fickenes and long abiding, Yet yee
thull vnderftond, that God fendeth other while, fuch ficknes to
good men, and other while to fhrewes. To good men Ged doth
1t for two caufes, and that is footh. Officknes I wol to be vnder-
ftond al(o, of all maner of tribulations. The firfk caufe, for they
fhold alway cuer know, that they haue none perfeion of them
felfe, but of God onely, and to echen theyr meekenes. And thus
favth Poule; lealt the greatnes of reuclations rere me vpinto
pride, is giuen apricke of my flefhe, the Aungell of Sathanas to

- Imite me on the necke, wherefore I haue thrife prayed God, that

hefhild go fro me, and he anfivered me : My graceis fuffifant to
thee for vertue is fulfilled in ficknes, whereon thus fayn the
glofe. The fend axing Tobto be tempted, was herd of God, and
noughtthe Apoftle axing his remptation to be remoued. God
herd him that fhuld be damned, and he herd nought him, thathe
fhuld faue.For oft the fick mi axitmany things otg theleche, that
he wol not geue him, & that is far to make him whole of ficknes.
Allo God fendeth Sainéts oft ficknes & perfecution | to giuevs
finfull wretches example of patience: Forifhe fuffer his Sainéts
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to haue fuch tribulation in this world, and they thankin him
thereof, mich more wretchis that God fendeth nor the kundred
aparty of their forowe, fhulden beare it meekely fith we haue
diferued a thoufand fo much as they haveth. Whereof s Tobie
that one day whan.he was wery of byrying of poore men, the
which thulden haue ley vnburyed, and haue be ctene of houndis,
and foules, as caraynes, of other vnreafonable beftes, whan for
werynéfle he had leide him o refte, through Goddis fufferaunce
the fivallowes that bredden aboue on his hous, maden ordura
into his eyen,and he wexet blind. Thus it is vrit 6f this tempta-
tion for foth : Therefore God fuffered to come to him, that to
them that comen after, thuld be geuen enfample of pacience, as
by the temptation of holic Iob. For fith from his childhod, euer-
more he drede Ged, and cuer kept his heftes: He was not z-
greeued ayenft God that the mifthiefe of blindnefiz fell to i+
Eutvnmoueable dwelled in the dread of God, th:mking himall
the dayes of his life. Lo that holy writ fayth exprefly, that God
duffered this holie man to hauethat ficknes, to geue them that
{hould come after him enfample of pacience. Alfo other whyle,
God fendeth fyckenes and tribulation to wicked men, and for
twvo caufes, Firft for that chey houldthe rather dreade God, and
leaue their finne. As itis writ: their fickenes hath bene multi-
plied, and after they haue hyed to Godward. For we fee oft men
1nficknes know their God, that neuer would haue turned to him
whyle they had beene whole. Alfo God tendeth them ficknes oft
toagaft other men, left they follovy their fin, As the fickencs of
kyng Antioche, whome God finote with fuch a fickenes, that
wormes fell out of hys body whyle he lyued, in fo farforth, thae
he ftanke fo foule, that his ﬂ!{cnds were {o wearye of it, that they
migcht notfuffer it, And at thelaft, when he himfelfe might not
fuffer his owne ftinch,then he began to know himfelfe;and ayd:
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Antioche,

Itis rightfull, to be fubiet to God, and adeadly man not tohold

himfelfe onely cuen with God, and the ftory faith he asked mer-
cie of God,and made a vowe to God, that he would make the Ci-
tie of Terufalem free, and the Iewes to make them zs free asthe
men of Athens : and that hee would honour Gods temple wyth
pretious ary,and multiply the holy veflels, and finde of his ovne
rent and fpenfes perteining to the fucrifice. And he would be-
come alew,and go ouer allthe londto preach Goddek might,
Andyer God gafchim notfich mercy as he defired. And T trovw
certein that it was for good. Inasmuchas God knew he would
notafterward hold his couenaunt, orelsfor he axket it too late.,
What mede vvas it for him to forfake his wickednes>whan hee
was ynmightie to doo good or euill. Neuertheles, I trow he was
hotdampned, in as much as he had fuch repentaunce, for repen-
taunce in this life come neuer too lateif it be trew. But by thys
vengeaunce that God tooke on thys king, thould men fee, what
itis tobe vnobedientto God. And alfo itisto take heede, that
whan euer fickenes commeth, euer it fheweth, that hee that fuf-
freth this deadly,fhall nedes dye. For though he may skape of his
ficknes, yet hee may not skape death, And fo thoumuft needs
come giue rekening of thy bayly. The fecond fomnour that fhall
clepe thee to this particulerdoome, is clde or age. And the con-
dition ofhim is this, though thathe tarie withthee, he will not
leue thee, till he bring thee to the thirde,thatis death. But there
be many that though they haue this fomnour with them, they
take none hede, though they fee ther heare hore, her back crook,
her breth fynke, her teeth fayle, her yvenderk, her vifage riuely,
her crene wexit heuy to her, ' What meneth all this, buttha 3 ge
fumneth to the dome,

But what more madhead may be than amanto becleped,and
drawe to fo dreadfull a reckenyng there, where but he aunfwere
well he forfeteth both body and foule to damnation for euer?If
feing alitle wordly merth on the wav, he thinketh fo mekill ther~
onythat he forgerteth who draweth him , or whether he draweth,
So doth he that is fimiten with age andliketh {c on the falfe world
is wealth,that he forgetteth whether he is away : Herefore f: ayth
anholy Do€tour,that among all sbufions of the world moftis of
an old man thatis obftinate: for he thinketh noton hisoyt go-
ing of this world, ne of pafsing intothe Iyfethatis to come: he
heareth meflengers of death,and he leueth hem not,and the caufe
is this,for the threfold cord that fuch an old mi isbounden with y
is hard to breke . This cord is cuftome , that is of three plightes,
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that is, of idel thought,vnhoneft fpeach , and wicked decde : the )

whiche ifthey growethinaman from the childhood into mans
age , they maketh a treble cord to bynde the old man on cuftome

, of finne . Herefore {ayth Efay breake the bondes of finne . Thinke

herefore whofoeuer thatthou be tharart thus fumned , that thou
might not fcape that thou ne thalt yeld the rekenyng of thy baily.

The third fomner to this reckenyng,is death. And the condi-
tion of him is,that whan euer he come, firftother the fecdd, other
the Jaft houre he ne fpareth,neither power,ne yougth, ne he drea-
deth no thretning,ne he ne takethhede of ne prayer.ne of no gift,
ne he graunteth no refpit,buc withouten deluy he bringeth torth
to the domae. Herefore feyth Sainét Auften. Well ought euerie
man drede the day ofhis death. For in what ftate a maus laft day
findeth hym, whan he dyeth out of this worlde, in the fame ﬁj}.‘t:
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