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he bringeth hym to hys dome. Herfore féyth the wife man,
Sonne, thinke on thy laft day,and thou thalt neuer finne. Ther-
fore I rede that thou thinke, that thou fhalt geue reconing of thy
bayly. I fayd alfo,that there thall be another doome, to the which

altmen fhall come together, and this thall be vaiuerfall,. And.

tight as to the other dome, euery man fhall be cleped with thefe
three fumpours : f to this dome all this world hall be cleped.
withthree generall clepers. And right as the other three mef-
fengers tellamans end, fo thefe tellthe end of the ‘world. The
firlt cleper is the worldly ficknes, the fecond cleper is feblenes,
andthe third is theende. The ficknes ofthe world thou fhale
know by charitic a ceoling. His elde and febles thou fhale knowe
by tokens fulfilling,andhys end thou fhalt knowv by Antichriftes
purfuing. Firft I fayd, thou fhalt knowe the worldes ficknes by
charitieacooling. Cierkes that treate of kyndefayne : thata bo-
die s ficke, when his bodely heate is to lite, or when his vn-
kindely heate is too muche. Sythe then all mankynde is one bo-
dye, whofe kindly heateis ehacity (that is.loue to God and te
our neishbors) vnkindiy heate is lutfull loue to other crea-.
tures. When therefore thou feeft that the loue of men to God-

wa:rde and to their neigbouris litle and faynt, and the loue of
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orldlye thynges andluftes of the fleth is great and feruent: then
vv:it tho}; we)Il,ghat vakindly heate is too great, and kindly heate
is too little. That this be acknowlich of this ficknes, I may proue
by autoriti¢ of Chrift. For he himfelfe guue them as afigne of
the drawing to the ende of the world : For that wickednes fhall
be in pleare, charitie fhall acoole. Thetfore whan thou feeft cha-
ritie this lictle in the worlde and wickednes encreafe, knove
well,that this world pafleth and hys welth, and that this fomner
is come. And thus feyth Seint Poule, Wit ye well , that in the
Inite dayes hall come perilous times, and there fhall be men lo-
uing them felfe, thatis to fay,their bodyes, couetous by pride,
vnobedient to father and mother, vokynd fllons, thhou'tcn
affeClion,withouten peace,blamers, incontinent,vn mylde,with-
onten benignitie, traytours, rebels , fwc’l_lmg, louers of: lui}c;
more then of God, hauinga lykenes of pietie, and denying the
vertue thereof. And thefe flee thou. If thou feeft the people bufi.-
ed wyth fuch conditions, wyt thou well that the firfte fumnout
warnethall the world, that the day of reconing draweth to-
warde. . .
The fecond Sumnour, that warneth all the world, is elde or
age of the world and hys feblenes, and fheweth tokens fulfil-
Ivn g- But Tknow wvel, that we be nought fufﬁfaunt to knowthe
times other the whyles that the fader in trzaitie hath put on hxs
owne power,to thew certeinly the day,yeere, otherhoure of this
dome, fith this knowleche was hid fro the priuey Apoftles of
Chrift,and fro Chrifts manhode as to fhewitto vs. Natheles, we
inough by authoritie of holy writ, wyth reafons,and expofiti-
ons of Saints, well and openly fhew, that thys day of wrathis
nygh: Butyet leaft any man fey in hys hert as itis writen of fo-
lk%aylies,that they thall feien,my Lord, that is, tarrieth tocome
to the dome, and vppon hope hereof he taketh to finite fer-
uauntes and hynen of God,eate and drinke and make him dronk 3
Tihall fhewe that this day is at the hond, howe ny neuertheles,
canInot feie newole Forif Poule fayd now fog a thoufand and
three hundred yeer, and pafled moe : we ben thilke, into whome
theendis of the worlde ben come, much rather may we feie the
fame that been fo much neere the end than he was. Alfo S. Chry-
foltome fayth : thou feeft ouer all datkenefle, and thou doureit
that the day is go, firft on the valeyesis darkneffe whan theday
draweth downeward : whan therefore thou feeft the valeies T
derked, why douteft thou whether it be nigh euen, butiftheu
fee thefunne fo lowe that detknefle is vpen the hilles, thou wolt
{eie doutles, that it is night. Right fo, if thou fee firft in the fecu-
lers andthe lewd chriften men begynneth derknefles of finnes
and to haue the maittrie, it is token that this world endeth, Bue
whan thou feeft priefts that ben put on the high toppe of fpiri-
tuall dignities, that thulden be as hilles abouen the commune
people tn perfit ling, that derknefle of finnes hath taken them,
who douteth that the world nis at the end. And alfo Abbot Ioa-
<him in expolition of Ieremye, feyeth: Fro the yeare of our Lord
soo.all times beth fifpect to me, and we ben paffed on thys fuf-
pecle time nigh 200, yeare, Alfo mayden Hyldegare in the booke
other prophecie the third-partie, the xj. vifton, the vij, chapter,
meueth thys reafon. Ryght as on feauen dayes God made the
world,{o in 7o00.yeare the world fhall pafle. And rightas inthe
fixt day man was made and fourmed : {o in 6000, yeares he was
brought ageine and reformed. And as in the feanenth daye the
world was full made, and God left off hys working, right foin
the 7o00.yeare, the number of them that fhullen be faued thall be
fulfilled, and reft hall be to Seintes full in bodye and foule. If
thuticbe fo asit feemeth to followe of this maydens words, that
7o00.inpafsing of the world accordethto feauen dayes in hys
making it,fee what lacketh that thefe 7000. yeares ne beth fulfil-
Jed. For if wee reken the number of yeeres fro the natiuitie of
Chrill, to the yeares fro the beginning of the world, to Chritt,
and thouvroltfolowe Auttyne, Bede, and Orofie, and moft pre-
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bable do&ors treating of this matter, are pafled now 2imoft s
fixe thoufand and fixe hundred as it is open inabooke that js
cleped Speculum Ludscinte So it fuweth , that this lat day is more
than a halfe ago, if e Muilden geue credence to thys maydens
reafun :Butifwe (hull lene to the Golpell, than we thall finde in
the Gofpell of Mathew, that the Difciples axiden of Chrift thres
queftions Birfl, what time the Citle of Terufalem thould bede-
ftroyed. The fecond;what token &f| hys comming to the doowe,
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And the third , what figne of the endyng of the world, And

Chrift gaue them no certayne tyme of thefe thinges when the
thoulden fall, but he gaug, them tokens, by whiégh they mygh}t
know when they drew nighe, and 1o as to the firft quetticn of
the deftruction of erufalem., he fayd : when the Romaines
come to befeege that Citie, then foone after fhe fhal] bee de-
ih'oyed;l :

Andasto the fecond and the thirde, hee pue than -
kens, that is to fay ; that Realme fhall rife agaigﬁ Realm);e ::d
people agaynt people, and peftilences and carthquakinges’ the
whichwe haue feenein onr dayes, But the Jaft token tha; hee.
gaue,vvas thys:when yee feene the abhomination of elengneﬂ?:'
fayd of Dauiel the Propher, flandyng on the Sanctuary » then
who {0 readeth; vnderftand. Vpon which text, thus aroueth o
Doétour in abooke that he maketh of the end of the \'vgr]d. If
the wor_dcs of Daniel hauen autoritie (as God fayth that they
hauen) it fufficeth of the number of the yeares of the ende of tha
world, that Daniell hath vyritten, Now Daniell in the twelfth
chapter, fpeakyng of thy s abhomination, putteth bétweene the
cealing of the bufie ficrifice of the lewes, the whych fell, when
by Titus and Velpafianus, Terufalem vwas deftroyed , and the
people of Iewes were difparkled into all the world, And thys
abhomination that Doctars fayne, fhall be in the great Anti-
chriltes dayes. 1250, Nowe proueth thys Dotour, thura daye
muft be taken for a yeare, both by autoritie of holy writ in the
fame lace, and in other, and al(h by reafon : So it feemeth to
this clerke, thatthe great Antichrift fhoulde come in the 1420,
yeare fro the birth of Chrift, the which nomber of yearesis now
fulfilled,not fully twelue yeares and a halflacking, And this rea.
fon putnot I as to fhewe anie cettayne tyme of hys commyng,
fithe I haue not that knowledge : butto thewe that he is nye, but
how nygh I wot neuer. But take we heede to the fousth partof
the fecond vifion of Saint Iohn, pur in the booke of Reuelati-
ons,in the whichvnder the opening ofthe feauen feales, is de-
clared the ftate of the Churche, from the time of Chrift into the
end of the world. The opening of the foure firft feales, fhewthe
flate of the Church, fro the tyme of Chrift, to the tyme of Anti-
chrift and his foregoers, the whych is thewed in the opening of
the other three fezles, The opening of the fyrft feale, telleth the
ftate of the Church in the tyme of the preaching of Chrift and of
hys Apoftles. For the firft, thatis, the Lyon,gauc hys voyce,that
betokencth the preachers of Chriftes relurreétion and hys af-
cenfion, For then yede out awhyte horfe, and he that fat vppon
hym,had abew in'hys hand, and he yede out ouercomming to
ouercome. By thys whyte hors we vnderftand, the cleanelife
and conuerfation that thefe preachers haden : and by the bowe,
their true teaching, pricking forow in mens hurtes for their
finnes withouten flatteryng . And they wenten out of Iewry
that they comen of , ouercommyng fome of the Iewes , and
maken themto leaue the truft that they hadden in the olde law
and to belecue in Tefys Chrifte , and fhewen hys tcachynﬂci
And they wenten out to ouercome the Paynemes |, fliewyng
to them that theyr Images were no Geds, but mens woor](cs::
vamighty to faue themfelfe, or any other, drawyng them to the
beliete of Tefus Chryft God and man. In i

he opening of the fe-
condfeale,there cryed the fecond beaft, thar is 5 acalfe, that was

3 beaft wonted to be flayne, and offered to God in the old I
Thys theweth the ftate of the Churche in the time of Martv::;
that for their ftedfaft preachyng of Gods true lawy, fhed theyr
bloud, that is fignifyed by the red hors that went out at thys
feale opening : and thys eftate began at Nero the curfed Empe-
rour, and dured into the time of Conflantine the great, thaten-
dowed the Church. For in thys tyme, many of Chrittes fer-
uaunts, and namely the leaders of Gods flocke were flayne, For
of xxij. Byfhops of Rome that were betwene Peter and Sijue-
fter the firft, 1 reade but of foure, but that they weren Martys for
the lawe of Chrift. And alfo in the tyme of Dioclefian the Em-
perour,the perfecution of the Chriften men was {0 great, that in
xxx. dayes weren flayne xxij. thoufand men and women in di-
uers countries, for the law of God.

. Theopening of the third feale, telleth the ftate of the Church
Inttme of Heretikis that beth i gured by the blacke hors, for filte
vnderftonding of holy write : for than cryed the third beeft that
isaman, forat that time was it neede to preache the miftery of
Chriftes incarnation, and his pafsion ayentt thefe errerikis thar
felidenmis of thefe pointis : how Chrift tooke verreyly mans
kynde of our Lady, hym beyng God as hee was bifore, and hys
moder beeyng mayden byfore and after. The opening af the
fourth feale, telleth the ftase of the Church in tyme of ypociitis,
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