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to incbole with Bods Grkematters, whetein he had little
nning anb while be thinketh tobelpe veligion, defiroieth
veligion,and isan Stres enemy to L2l and o hig fpici=
tuall poctrrac, and his pozc afiticeed Lhurch, rothe intent
therefore thae e beingtaken 102 afpeciall vingleancr,and a
chicte ffay w the Joopes Lhured, wiightthe bettcrbe kuo=
Wei what heis,aud that the ignozant and fimplemay fce
what little Ceedite i to be Geuest ynto him, as well inbis
ather falfe facing out of MAtters,as namely i this prefent
iftor of Bilncps tecantation: 3 haue illigently feav=
ched out anp procuted the seue certificate of £, Biineys
burning,with all the civcumBaunces,and popntes thereto
belonging, teftificd viot by fomelayes & by beavefepes (ag
£, A ore vieth) but teuelp witnelied,andfaythfuily vecoy=
ety by one,who as i a placc and degree futmounteth the
cRate of 53, B902¢ (thoughhe were Logd Lhauncellour)iy
hepng alfs bothafpivituall pevfon , and there prefent the
fame time, comaning oz the fame purpele the day befoye,
tofee hisburning,was a prefent behotver of things there
DONC, durbrrnsre xge pagrus OF BIATIDIDOM, Whole credite
41 am fuce will counterpealc with the cvedite of B BJoze,
Tpeopnet of which martyrpome wasthis, as folloocth.
whomas Bilucy, after his examination and condemt=
sation betoze Dot oelles Doctontofla and LThakicel=

T be florye of Tho.Bilney Martyr, burned for the profefSion of the truth.

tone, firl was degraded by Hufagan Tndcewoode, acz
corning to the cuftome sfther popile mascr, by the alit=
aunce of all the SFrpers and Doctours of the fame fute,
Yobiche done, he was unmediatelp comanitted tothe lape
power,and tathe two Sheviffes ofthe Littic, of twhome
Lhomas JRecton was one T his THho, Mecton was Bil=
neys fpeciati good frend,andiop to accepthym 1o fuch ex=
ecutioti as followoed. But fuch was the tyzannye of ¢ tpine
ano dead ofthe Lhauncellont and Sfryers, that he coulve
10 otherwile doc, but needes mui receiue him. rohonoi=
toithRanding,as be could not beave in his confcicnce him-
felfe to bepacfenc at hps death: (o, foz the tine that he was
inbyps cuftody, hee canled hpm to be mope frictidly looked
bnto,and moze holelomelp Kept,concerning His dyes,then
be was befoye, . )

diter this,the SFrivap following at night,whiche was
beforethe day of his execution,being S.HJagnnsdap amd Anno
Saterday,thefaid Bilney hav diucrs ofhis frendes vefoz= L5315
ting buto hymin the Butldhall , where hewaskept, 4=
mongf vhome one ofthe fapd feenves finding hymeating The good
ofan Gibrew with fuche a cheerefuil havand quyet minde courageof
as heDid,fapd that he was glad tofcehymat that time, fo o 7o
fyoatly before hys heany and papnfull departure, (o hacti= death "
1p to tefeel himfelfe, yoberunto heanfwered: Dy lagd he,

Tho.Ne&s
Sheriffe of
Norwich,

A defcription of the godly conftancy of Thomas Bilney,who being

in prifon, oftentimes prooued the fire with his finger.

i follawe the example of the bufbandmen ofthe countrey
twho bauing a tuinous houfceo droellm, yetbeftowe coft
as long as they map,to hoid it bp, and o Do 3| now wyth
this tuinous honfe of myhody,and with Hods creatures
if thankes to hym,vefref)the fame as pe fee. Thenfitting
yithhisfapde friendes it godly talke,to thepy evification
fowe put hun in minde that though thefive,which he huld
fuffer the next day ould be of geatl)eate wntobhyps body,
pet the comeoze of Bods fpivite thouid coole itto hps euer=
1afting tefeeying. At this wod the faid Tho, Biluey pul
ting his haud toward the Rame ofthe canbdle burning be=
fo1c them(as alfo be Did dinevs tymes befines)and feelyng
the heate thevent, D (fapdhe) Fifeeleby crpericnce,& hauc
Bnoton it iona by Idbilofophy, thatfive by Hobs odinace
ismnatutalip hoot,but pee 3 am perfwanco by HSobs bolye
(woyde,and by the expetience of fome (Poke of inthefame,
that in the flame thep felt no heate, audin the fire they felte
no confumptionsand 3 confantly beleue,that how {oener
¥ ouble of this my body falbe waked by it, peemp foule
and fpivite fhalbe purged therebp: apapne fop thetyine,
wohereott notwithanding followety iop tnfpeakeable,
dnd herehe much entreated of this place of feviptures Noli
timere quia redemi te & vocaui te nomine tuo, meus cs tu,Cum
tranfieris per aquas,tecum ero, & flumina non operient te.Cum
ambulauerisinigne , non combureris & flamma non ardebit e,
quiz ego Dominus Deus tuus fan¢tus Iraell, faluator tuus. Zhat
{5 Feare not, for Iredeemed thee, and called thee by the name
thouart myne owne.When thou gocft through the water, Iwyll
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bewith thee,and the ftrong flouds fhall not ouerfloow thee, Whé

thou walkeftin the fire, it fhall not burne thee,and the flame thall

not kindle vpon thee, for I am the Lord the God, the holy onc of
1fracll, yohich hevid moft comfoatably entreate of, as wocll

in refpect of hyanfeife, asapplpingictothe patticular vie

ofbis frendes theve paclent,of whome , {fome tooke fuche

foscecefenite thevein, thatthey canfed the fwhole fayd fen=
tence to be fapze wzitten in Tables, ¢ (ome inthey boskes

T he comfort whereof(in diuers of thean) boas newuer takets

framthem totheiv dbyingday, :

The Saterday next following', when the Dificers of
execution (as the maneris) toith theww gleaues ans hal=
batdes were veady toteceatte hym, audtoicadehimto the
place of execution withoutthe Lirty gate, calied Bylhops
gate,in a 1oto vallep commaoniy calied the Lollards pit,on
der S.Leonards hyl enuivoned about toith great hylies
%ml;icl)e place was cholen oy the peoples quict fitting to

e the cpecutidyat the comming fored of thefapd Thowas Conftant
Bilney bt of the prifon aote, orie of hys frendes came 0 Bilney cx-
bymwith few woydes,as he durt, fpake tohym ¢ prayen c:;{gme‘
Him & in Bods bebalfe,to be conflant and to take his death
ag pacientlpas he conld. yobeveunto the fapd Bitucy aun-
fwered,with a quyetand miide comtenance: Ye fec when
the MJatiner is entred bys hyp to fayle on the tronbions
Sea,bow heforawhileistoficdinthe byllotwes of p fante
but yet in hope thatbe tall once come to the qupre bateen,
be beaveth in better comfonee,the perils whiche he foeleths
&0 am 3| 1ow sotward this fapling, e wbat focnee gn&;gg



