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! e ehivde kinde ofconfetlionis that, which we make
Priuate confo- Drintately to our brother. Aud thys confellion is vequifice,
i toour bro- WBE cither wehaus iniicicd o2 by any wap damnficod one
Tt ncighbor, tehether be be vich o2 pooze, vobevofipcaketh the
Mt 1Boipel: Go aud reconcile thy felfe firft vato thy neighbour.&c.
’ Q{0 S.James : Confefle your felues one to another.&c. D2
¢ls this confeion may alio hauc placc,wbz any fuch thing
Ticth in our confeisnce , in the opening whereof we ffande
inucede of the counlell @ comfort sffome faithiull inother.
But heretnmull we vle difceerid v anoingthefe popns
tes of bitnde fuperfition, Sivlt that we put tyerei no ne=
cefitye fop conuilion of out finties, but to vietherein oure
s'one voluntarye difcvction,accoding as wefee itcppedi=
entfoy the better fatiffying of out troubledminge, Thele-
pointes ok fi-  £OND 15,that we be not bound 1o anp ennmerasion ofour
parfiitiontobe  finmes,  Zheehirde, that we tie natour felucg to any one
auofded in'pri-  perfone, moze then toan other, but to vie thevein ou free
uate confeflion, ¢hopie, tehome we thinke can geuc vs the el pivituall
_ connfellinthe Loz, .
1Butas there 15 nothpug v the Lhuvche to gob and fo
ghofily, which through peuttye fupertind eicher hathnot,
ormay not be perucrted: {o thys confeflion ativ hach not
lacked bis abuies. SFirlt the fecvet confeiion to Sob alone,
astt hath ben counted inlufficient, (o hath wben buelight=
Ipcttecined of many, THe publibe confellion tothecongre-
gatiou hathe bene tuvued toa fandinge ina fheete, o) elic
battybene boughe outfor monep. Surthetinoze thefecreat
Breakmg ofamangminde tofomefaithiunl op (piricual tizo-
thet,tudilclofing hys infitimitic oy temptatios, fo: connich
and godly comfoze,hath bene turted into auvicas confels
fion ina dietes cave foy affoyling of bis finnes. Jinthe
which auticulare cofeMion, tivt ofthe frecliberic of the pe=
nitent in vetcring his gricts,they bauc mave aumere tiecct=
fitpe,aud that vutoiaduation and vemiflion of fiunes, Sea
condly,thep tequice withal, ensumceratim aud.g full veci-
¥, neceflity.  tall ofall {tnnes whatfoeucr ¢ both grcat and nall, al=
2. Enumeration g hefing p nccellitp of this cave confefiio, they adde thetto a

Iacob.s,
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. pcleription of tinic, aticafte once tnthe pearefop ali nien,

3, Prelcaption gol;ctbgt: they tepent 03 1o,t0 be confelled:making moreo=

4 Confefion  uersfthe famcafacrament, And laftip, whereas beforeit

made aSacra=  ooDe in the voluntary chople of a manto.openbis bartto

ment,. what fpivitualt brother hethought befk, foyan cafement of

s. ToaPriclt g griete @ ghoGly confolation, they binde himtoaidieR

oncly. . (bnletie fome fFrier come by tie ape to behis gholtly fa

thee) to whome he muft needes confelle il whatioeuce he

Yath pone,and though he facke the key of knotoledge, and

pevaducture of goob dilcection, et none muf hauc power

to affoplehim, bue he chzough the authoriep of hys keyes. -

- Qb thismannet of confedion, fay they, wag inititutcd

by Linific, and hys Apofiles, aud barhe bene vled ins the

Lhnech cucefince tothis prefent day, which is amofi mas

siteft onecueh,and caite by B0aves 1o be conineed.

Socrat.Lib.ge FFo1 Socrates lib.5.cap. 9. Sozom. lib.7. cap.1s. in p booke

cap.19 " of Ecclefiafticati hifiorp,do geuc s planly io vnderftand,

ffZTGL‘ 7+ thatthys Aacicular contcMon ficwer came of Lixilte, but
BosRhena-  OneElp ofmen,

nus in argum. Fitem, in chetime of Tertullian, BeatRhenanus teftificth,
1isel, Tertulliani thatthere woas omention made of th w5 Auriculare con=

depepitentia,  fefion, Yohich may well be gathered thereof, f0r that Ter-
tullian WIpting Bpou tepentannce, maketh no tentionat

CheifoftinDf, theteok .

300 homr. Ftem, i the tyme of Chrylofiome, it appeareth theve

wag nofuch alloylmgat the P1cks bands, by thel wor-
Bes where Ye fapeth: L require thee not that thou fhouldett c5-
feffe thy finnes to thy fellowe feruaunt,Tell them vnto God,who
careth for them, - v .
Hitem, the fayde Chryfoftome itt an other place wrpting
bpon tepentance,and confelion ¢ Let the examination of thy
finnes,and thy iudgement(fapth he)be fecrete and clofe without
witnefle. Let God onely fee and heare thy confefsion.&c.
De penit. dift.x" Fitom, in the tine of Ambrofe, De poenit. Dift. 1. Petrus,
Pemsio Glofa- the ginle of the Idopcs swre decrees vecodethi That the in-
ftitution of Baptifme was notthen begonne,which nowein oure
dayesisinvfe. . )
Ftem,itis teuely fapd therfore of the Blofe inanother
place,obere be teftificth ¢ Tharthis infticution of penance be-
gan rather of fome tradition of the vuiverfall church,tidn of any

Chryfoft. in
hem.de penir.&
confeflione,

De penit Difuy

A preceipios authoritie of the new Teftament,or of the olde.&c.
Ebcisz alfo teftificth Erafiv.pting vpon Hierome ity
thele WOIDCS, Apparet rempore Hieronymi nendum inflitutam
. fuiffe &c. L hat ig:1e appeareth,that in the time of Hierome, this
Emgfn},.m .Sd‘ol' fecrete confelsion of finnes was not yet ordsined,, whiche the
}gb;' Ef;‘pmum church afterwarde did inftitute holefomely, if our Priefts andlay

men woulde vfeirrightly. Butheerein, diuines not confidering
adusfedly what the olde dotours do {ay,are much deceiued. That
which they fay of general and open confefsion, they wraft by and.
by to this priuie and fecrete kinde of confelsion ; which is farre
diucrs,and of an other fort. &c. -

Allegations agaynft the fixe articles. T be Epiftle of Fhillip MelanTlen,

he litke ceftinony may alfo be takich of Gracian bim=
felic, who fpeaking of confeflion bied then inhys tyme,
1caueth the matter wdoubttultfulpente, neither pronopu=
cinge on the onefide, 101 on the other,but teterresh p wiat=
tevta the free indgewent of the eaders, which the acte of
tl%%[e [ijlcJ Arcticles hore eniopneth as necelfary, viider paine
ofbeath,

Brichly, in fetoe todes to fearche out aud notific the
bevy cectamne tune, \when thigdviicde of care confeMion fivh
ceepiinte the Lhurch, & wohar antimiic it hath m follotw=
g the Zudgement of Foames SHeotus , andof Antoni-
nus, it may be wellifuppoled, that the initution thereof
tooke bis ficl oyigine by I5ope Jnnocent the thivde,inhps
Councell of Laterane,du. 1215, Foplo oo teadein Ioannes
Scotus Lib 4.Sent.Dift.17.Artic.3. Praecipua autem fpecificatio
huius preecepti inucnitur inillo cap. Extra.de poenit, & remifs.
Omnis veriufque fexus.&c.  And after in the ame Jeticle it
followeth ¢ Namex prima intticutione Ecclefiz non videntur
fuifle Diftinéi propriffacerdotes. Quando enini Apeftolihing
&inde ibant predicando veybum, Dei.Sec. 1Y the which-wota
bes it appeavesh that there wéas no nGisution ofsnpMche
confeflion fpecificd before the con@itution of Funogentins
thethivoe.

Butinore plainlp thelamemny.appeare by the wozdes
of Antoninus in 3.parte Hiftor. Yohyche be thefe Innocentius
tértius i Concilio. generali praediéts,'ciren Sactamemnaconfel-
fionis & compunionis fic flatuie: Ominls veriufue fexus fidelis,
poftquam ad annum diferetionis pernenerit , omnia peccata (na
folus faltem femelin anno.cenfiteatyr proprio facerdoti;& iniun-
&am fibi peenitentiam proprijs viribus fludeat adimplere,alioquj
& viuens ab ingrefli Ecclefiz arceatur,& moriens Chriffiana ca-
reat fepultura. Vnde hoe falutare flatutumfrequenter-in Ecelefijs
publicetur : nequifquam ignorantiz coecitate velamen excufae
tionis aflumat.&c. Z-hat is tofap, Pope Innocent the 3.in hys
g_encxall Couneell aforefayde, touching the Sacraments of con-
efsion and the communion,made this conftitution as follovyeth.
That euery faithfull perfon,both man & woman,after they come
to the yeares of difcretion, fhall confefle all their finnes by them-
kelues alone,at leaft once a yeare,to their owne ordinarie prieft,
and fhall endeuour ro fulfil by their owne firength,their penance
to themenioyned. Orels who fo doth not,thall neither haue en-
traunce into the Churche being aliue,nor being dead fhall #nioy
Chriftian buriall. Wherefore this wholefome conftitution vye wit
to be publifhed often in the Churches, leaft any manne throughe
the blindenefle of ignorauncemaye make to them felues a cloke
of excufe.8c. Aud thus much hethereo we haue alicdgeaby
pecation incivent of thele five Articles fop fome pace s con=
futation of the fame, teferring the veader foy the vell, tothe
moze cequiliteseactation of Dinines, whychepofeledipe
wpte bponthole matters, , ,

Fnthemeane time , foz afmuiche as thete is cptante in
Latina certaine fearncd Spitic of Philippe Mclancthou,
wpttento kisg BHenrpe againtte chele bj, wicked Avticles
abouefpecificd, 3| thought not to defraud the veader of the
feuit thevof, fo bis berter buderfanding anv infruction,
T he tenour and effect of bys Epiftic tranflated into Lng-=
Lify,thus fotlowety, -

The Copie of Melan@hons Epifile fent
to king Henry againit the cruel Acte
of the vj.Articles,

Dfte famougs and noble §93ince, theve were cottapne
=¥ “Empergnrs of Bome,as Adzianns. dius, and aftcr=
atd the two bethzen Werns and SJavons, which did res
ceiuc gently the Apologies and defences of the Liitias:
whych {o prenailed with thofe moderateidzinces, that they
fwaged thep wrath aganbe the Chritiang, and sbtaincd
mucigation of theyz cenell Dectees, Euen fo, for alimuch as
thereis a Decvee fet foorth of fate in pour 3acalme agapnit
that dacteine wohyche we paofelie,both godly and neceflary
fon the Shuvche, 3] befeeche your mofte honourable Maic=
fie fanozably both ta vead ¢ confider this our complaint,
efpecially feeing 31 Haue not oncly fop out o'one canfe, bue
much rachet fo2 the common fanegarde of the Chucehe,viz
rected this iy wyvting vuto you, For feyug thole heathen
9yinces bid bothe apmitte and allowe the defeuces of the
Lhriltians, hotoe much mozeis it befeeming foz a king bf
Lhattian pofelion,and {ich aone as is occupicd in p fu-

dies ofholp hiftoyies,toheave the complaints and admnoni=
tions of thc godly i the Thurche 2 And o muche the moze
willingly 3 wipte bnto you , forthat pou hauc fo faunas
bly heeretofore veceivenmy letters 1 a(ingular declavani=
onofpourkbencuoltce towardes me. This allo ginctd ine

fomebope thatyou Wil not wnwillingly read thele things,
foz afmuch as 3 (e that the very pinaic @ manner of L2y=
ting doth playnly declare,not poue {eife,but onely the by=

{hops tobe the anthois of theie attides and decrees ti)c‘_rc
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