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1But heee come in blinde glofes (albeitto na pucpole)ta

ercufe this application, sfoz buiuclally amonget all the
people, whais be that thinketd otherwife, but that thys
ke is auaplablefor the whole Lhurchr yea the Canan
of the SYafleit felfe declaveeh no lefle, Aud why thendoe
fome of thele crateic fophifters dally out the mattcr wyth
their glofing wordes, demeng that thep make any appli=
cation of thetr AJalles, when they know full well thacthe
ercous of the people is confirmed by thistheiv doing:al-
though thep themiclues do thinke orherwife ? Albeit hoto
fetw Be there in bery deede which dootheroe thinke 3

Yoe otght not to diffemble in Hods matters, Let v5
vic them as the holy Scripture teacheeh, and as the aun=
cient cultome of the paimitiue Chucch doth Icade vs. Yhy
fhould any man be {o prefumprious to frocruc from auti=
tient cuftome 2 Yoby noto bothep defend the crrours of 0=
thet which baue peruerted the mftitution of Thuft 2

‘Row,although fome perhaps wil pretcud and fay, that
Hemaketh no application of his BJalles,pet notwithdana
ping e fodealeth in handling the cercimony prinately by
himiclfe, that he thinketh shis his oblationtobe bigh fer=
nice doue to Sob,and fuche as MHod requireth : whicheis
alfo coroncous andts be teploued, oz tohy, ng feeuice
nor wmip pecteining to Bod ought to bee fet vp by
mans venife, without the cominaundement of Bod.

yoberefoxe 3 befeeche pou foz the glozpe of Lhift, that
pou will not defend thearticle of this Acte checrnng thefe
praate AYalies, but that pou vl fuffer the macter to bee
twucll examined by vererous and learned men. Al thinges
thatwebeee with 05 do,toe do them by enident & fubfau=
tiall teBimanic of the pumitine Lhuceh, which teGimonte
4 dave bee bolde tofet againit the iudgementes of all that
haue fince followed, (uch as baue corrupted the annciente
poctrite and old vites with manifold crrours,

Qs touching the other articles, thep bauc no neede of
any Iona difputation. Towes that be wicked,fapued, and
impoflible,ate unt to be kept, Thereis nodoubt,butthys
i5 the conumon perfivafion.of all men touching vo'oes,
that allthefc wilwokes deuifed by man, ave the cruefers
uice and oo fyip of Fod : and{othinkethey allo whpche
fpcake moff indifferently of them. Other adde therevnto
more groffe crronrs, faping, that thelc works bungopth
thempecfection,and mecite cuctiafting life. Rowall thele
opiniong the Scriptute inmanyc places doth veprooue,
Lh1ift Caith ¢ They woorfhip me in vaynewyth the preceptes of
men. Andiante fapth,that thele oblcruations be the doc=
tritie ofpeutls : for they alcrive to the pooce and Grength
ofman,falfe honour, becaufe they ave takenfop the feruice
of 150D they obfeure faith and the ttuc worhipping of
1360, Fitem, the fapd Paule tothe Colofl.fapty:Letnoman
deceyue you by fayned humilitie, &c. Why make you Decrees ?
&c. Yoherfore thefe corrupe trabitions of men ave ity deede
atwicked and deteftable fevuice of Hod, .

Wnto theie alfo ave annercd many other coyrupt ¢ wics
Red abules, The whole opdet of Bonkery,what fuper@is
tion doth it conteines yohat prophanations of KJafles, in-
uocation of Saitts, colours ¢ falhions of appavell, choife
of meates, fuperfhitions prapers withoutatl meature? DE
which caules encry one were fufficicnt, tohy thele botoes
ouahe to ke hroken, Belives this,a greatepart ofmenare
pratwueto this kinde of life chiefely o3 the belipes fake,
and thenafeertoard they pretend the holineg of theiv vowe
and profelion, : o

Frurthermore, this voweof finglelife is notto allmen
poflible to be kept, as Chrft himfelfefait 2 All men do not
receiue this. &tich Votoes thevefore obiche without finne
tan notbe performed ate to be bndone, butthelethings 3
baue difeuded mficiently in other of my workes, .

But this caufeth e muche to marucl, that this votve
ofricftes in your Englilh Decvee, ismoze Hraite and
barp, then is the bowe of AJonkes, whereas the Lanons
themfelues doebind a 19zictt no facthee to finglelife s hue
onelpfor the time that he cemaineth inthe mimfterp, And
certepnely it mademy batt to tramble wbhen J) readethys
QArticle which fo forbivdeth matrimony, and diflolneth the
fame beine concracted, aud appointeth moreouet the pu-
nifhment of death for che fame, Alchough theve haue bene
pincts godly inichs which in certeyne places haue bene
put todeath fop their maviage, et hath never manhethers
tobene fo bold to ffablifh any fuch latwe. SFo2 cuery manin
amaner,wel perceined that all well difpofed and veafona-
ble petlions would abhorre that ceueltiesand allo they fea-
vedlealt the pofieritic wounldethinke cuitlthevedf, wha
wouid cuer thinke,that in the Chuech of L2k, wherein
all Ienitic towarde the godly ought mof principally tobe
ewen,Tuch crueltics and tyannic could take place,to fet
{oreh biouy iawes to be epecuted vpon the gobly forlaw:
full snatvimouie 2 _ ‘

"The Epiftle of Phillip \lelancZhon to king Henry agaynfi the fixe articles.
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But thep brake theit votves, will the Bphoppes fay, Why Pricts

For(as F fapd)that vow ocught uotto Xad cing

g turs vowesoughe

1D to a falfe Wolyp OF BoD, &15 impoiitble tobe kept, Hot o fands

dgayne,although it Tobde inforce, pot it fhonld uot cprend
to the which forlakie the minifery, SFinally,if the Bithops
here woonid baue a care and regarde to mens confcicnces,
they fhould then opdainciNicttes withantany fuch pro-
felion 02 vow makyng,as appeareth by the ofd Lanous,
how thatiany were admitiedta the minificry withoue
pofelling of auy vow,and the fame afterwatd, ohen they
banmaricd theit wines,to hauc temayncd in theminifies
tp,as 15 teftiticd Cap.Diaconi. Diflint.2 8,

_qCeetainely what here 3 may c@playus, 3 can uot eell, Dift.a8.cap.
SFic,inthis Aeticle 3| canvnot impute it to ignoaiice thar Diaconi.

they do,FFo noman s ignozaiit of the commanndemet of
1508, which fapth:Let enery man haue his wite for aueydyng
of fornication.dgayne, o is (o blpnd but he fecth tohata
Tife thefc Yrmaricd 91icftes do line? The complapnes of
good meare el knowew. The filthpues of p wickedis to-
tonanifett. Bue peravucnture pour Byfhops holding b
the fect of Epicures , doe thinke that Hod isnot offended:
toith filehplultes. rohich f they fo thinke, thendoc we fu=
fieine donbtielle ahard canfe-where fuch mind be fuvges.
3 amunot ignoaunt that this fingle lifc is vevy fivte ta
fet puc the gloap and baucry of Bylhops aud Lollcdges
of Ipuelies, & to mainteinc their wealth ann poxtely fate,
andthis 3 iuppofe to be the canle why fome doabhoree {o
much that deftes (hould bemavied . But D Lamenta=
bic ftate of the Lhureh,iflawes Mhuld be fofoced to fevue,
not the vevitie and the voill of 150D , but the pruate gapne
and commoditic of mewn, They erre which thinke it lato-
full fo3 thein to wmake lawes repugnannt to che cominaii=
dement of Hod ¢ ta the law of uature,{o that they be 20-
fitabletoattaine weatth and viches. Anbd of trouth frdmy
Yery havt 3 do mourne @ lamene,vight noble 19ince, both
fo2 pour fake @ alfe forthe canfe of Thriftes Thueeh . You
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plerende to tmpugne and qapneltid the tyrany oftheig- Ko ofmé againtt

milh By hep,audseuly vocall hin Gatichif, as nveede
beis & inthemeane tpme you defed and maintaine thofe
{acs of that Womify Antichrilt, vobich be the Rrength
finowes ofail his powwer,as private LJalles, fingle Ipfe of
Buchies, ¢ otherfuperhitions, You thieaten horrible pu-
nilhinentes to gD ey and to themebers of Thift, you
biolestly oppreile and beare doton the vetitie of the Hoi=
pelibegprmpngto yne inyout Churches, This is nos
to abolifh Autichrik, butto eftablity b,

3| befeced you theringe foz oue I 02d Felug Chrilk, thas
you tile uot your confcicnce in defendyng thofe Avticles
which poite Byhops hatse deulled and fet forth touchyng
puuate ogafles, duvicalar confeliion, bowes, fingle iite of
Pricties, & probibition of the one halke of the Saccament,
3itis no light offécc to cffabtity Jidolatey, evronrs, crucls
tie chefilehy tuies of Aneichult, F\the Womane Byop
oulonow call & Louncell, whatather Quticles chicly
oould be deuiic and publify vYuuto the wold, but the Yerp
fame vobich your 1Bylhops haue here enacted,

Wuderfand and confiocr 3 pray pou, the fubtile tray-
nes and deceites of the deuill, whiche is wont firht tolet
Ypou andaffaplc the chicfgonernours . Andas beisthe

theglory of

God.

The fubtileye of

Sathan i abn-
fing'the powik

eneny of Thiltfrons the begynnyng of the woud , (o his of Princes to
ehief purpole is by all crafticand fubtile meanes,toworke maintaine his
contumely agapnft £hu& infparfing atnoad wicked opt= kingdome,

mong and fereng vp Jpolatey:and alfo in poliutyng ma-
kind with bloudy murthers and delhipluties:in the wor=
kyng wherofhe abuleth the policies and wittes of hypo=
crites:alio the povoce aud Brengeh ofwnighey idrinces: as
ftozies of all tpines beace witnes what grear kyngdomes
@ Cmpires baue {et cheinfelues with gl mighe ¢ maine,
agaynft the pwne Thurch of Thift,

QAubyeenotwithitading Hod bath velerncd fome god
Prncesatall tpmes , oe of the greae multitnde of Tuch
giants,and hath brought them to bis Thuvch, to embrace |
feucdoctring, and o defond his teie wohpp : as Abrabi
tanght Abimclech, Fofcph the Sapprtan Kpnges : and af=
tev thom came EDauid, J\ofaphar, E3echias, Folias cpecls
yng in tene godlpneflc . Daniel] conperted to thehnowe
1enge of Bon the kynges of Chaldea & Perfia, Alio Britk-
ny hrought {s1th vnco the Wwoild the godly P\rince Lon-
flantine, Fu this wenber 3 withe pou vathectobe, thow
amongeft the encmyes of CHI, defiled with Tdolatry &
fporred twith the bloud of the godly : of whom Bod will
take pumifhiment,as he both many tymes forcwarne, and
manyp examjles poteach, o

‘Yetagapne thecefoge 31 pray and befeeche pan for oue
Loxd Fefug Cheift, that pout wil cortect and mitigate rhis
Decree of p Byhops: Jin wobich dopng pou Mati abnatice
the glow of Lhrift, and prouide as well foy the wealsh of
pouc atwne foule,as the fancqarde ofpouc Chirrches,
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