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cereapne tnmultes began to vifcabont religion, yoberupd
it feemed goob vuto king Henry, toappopntan affebiype
of Ieatneo men and 1Bibops, which fhouid foberly @ mo=
pelty entezat and deteramhe thofe thinges which pcrrep=
ned vuto 3xcligion, Bricfelp,at the kinges pleafure allthe
Lcaciicd men, but fpeciatlp the Bilhops affanbled,to whd
this mattcrfecmed chiefelp to belong. Lromweli thonghe
aifa to be paetent  himfelte with the. B hoppes, who
by chaunce meeting twith Alepander Acling by the way,

a S&cottilh man, broughehinm twith himto the connocation-

houle, where all the Bifhoppes were affemblen together.
yohich was in the peate.sy7. The Wifhops and Prelates
artenping vppor the comming of Cromwell, as he was
cone i,tofc vp, and bid sheylanmcctobimasto theit vi=
avgenerall, aunhe agaps {alured eucrponein theyr bee
grec,and fatevownein the highe placeat the table,accoz=
2inga o his degree and office,and after hiw cuery bilhop i
bis orver,and Doctouts. FFivk oucr agaynumm fatethe
Quchb, of Canterbury, then the Arehbithop of yorke, the
bithops of L onpou, Lincolne, Satifousy, Bath,Lip, Hee-
f020, Thycheer, Rorwich, 13 ochefter and Yooacelter. ¢c.
Zhere Cromioel in p name of the king(whole moft deate
anb feceet Coundellont at that paefent he was, and owde
priny Seale, and hica genevall of the realme) fpake thefe
wodes inmance folowing. :

Ight reuerend fathers in Chrifte : ‘The kinges maiefly geueth
you high thankes that ye hque fo diligemTy witheutany ex-
cufe,afflembled hither according to his commafidement. Andye
be not ignoraunt thatye be caﬁ
controuerfies,which at this time be moued concerning the chri-
_ ftian Religion and fayth,not onely in this Realme, butalfoin all
nations through the world. For theking ftudyeth day and nyght
to fera quietnefiein the Churche ; and hecan not reft,vatilfall
fuch controuetfies be fully debated and ended, through the de-
termination of you & ofhis whole Parliament.For zlt%ough his
fpeciall defire is to fer'a ftay for the vnlearned people,whole c6-
fciences are in doubt what they may beleue : and he himfelfe by
. hisexcellent lcaming,knowcth thefe controuerfies wel enough,
yethe will fuffer nocommon alteration , but by the confentof
youand ofhis whole Parliamér. By the which thing ye may per-
ceiue both his high wifedome , and alfo his great loue towarde
you. Andhe deﬁgrcth you for Chriftes fake, thatall malicclobﬁi-
nacy,and carnall refpeCte fetapart.ye will frendly and louinglye
difpute among your felues , of the controuerfies moued in the
Churche , and that yewill conclude all thinges by the woord of
God,without all brawling or fcolding : neither wﬂ'l his maicftye
fuffer the Scripture to be wrattetl and defaced by any Glofes, a-
ny papifticall Lawes, or by any authority of DoCtours or Coun-
felles ; and muche lefle will he admitte any articles or doétrine,
not conteyned in the Scripture,but approued onely by continu-
aunce of time and olde cuftome, and by vnwritten verities,as ye

were wont to do. Yeknow wel enough thatyebe bound tofhevw -

this fernice to Chrift and to his Church,and yet notwithftanding
his maietlye will geue you high thankes,if ye will fette and con-+
clude a godly and a perfectvnity : whereunto this is the onelye
way and meane if ye wil detetmine all thinges by the Scripture,
as God commaundeth you in Deuteronomie, whiche thing hys
maiefty exhorteth and defireth you to do.

yohen Cromuocl habended thig bis Dation, the By-
fhops tqfe yp altogether, gruing thankes vnto the Kings
marciiyy on his greatseale towarntht chureh of chuft
and allo foz his moft godly exhotation, wouthy fo Lhauldi-
anappiuce. o

Funmcbdiatelp thep tofep to difputation, whereas
Stokelly Bifhop of Loudon , ficlk of all, bengthemofte
tacncl champion g mapntepner of the awomift) Decvees,
(wha Cromuoel a title befoze had checked by name,foy de=
fending brimzitten vevitics) endeusured himfelfe with all
bis labour and indouftry,out ofthe olve Schole Bloles,go
mapntcpne thefenen SHaccamentes of the Thurche, The
Archb.ofyorke,Lincolne, Wath, Lhichefter, ¢ Rorwiche
atfo fauonced his pavt andfect. Du thecontrary part, was
the Qechb.of Canterbury,the Bifhops of Salifury, 2y,
Dacford.and wocelter,with many other. _

Afeer much comnumication had on citherpart , ¢that
they han long contendedabout the teimonypes of the Io-
tt01s, which as it fceaned buto thew, diffented ¢ vifagreed
among themlclucssahe Archbithop of Launterhury atthe
1aft fpake and fayd thus vuto them,

T befemeth not men of learning and grauity to make much ba-
blingand brawling, about bare wordes, fothatve agre2 in the
very fubftance 8 effeét of the matter. For to brawle about words
is the property of Sophifters & fuch as meane decett & fubtlety,
which delightin the debate and diffenfion of the world, 8 in the
miferable ffate of the Churche : and not of them whiche fhoulds

[

ed hither to detefmine cestayne

feeke the glory of Chrift, and fhould ftudy for the vnitie & qui-
etnes of the Church. There be waighty controuerfies nove mo-
ued and put forth not of ceremonies and light thinges,butof the
true vadesftanding, and ofthe right difference of the lawe, and

Sophiftica-
tion of
wordes to
beavoyded

in mattcys of

ofthe Gofpell : of the maner and waye how finnes beg forgeuen, weighe.,

-of comférting doubtfull and wanering confciences, by what
meanes they may be certified, thatthey pleafe God, feeing they
‘feele the ftrength of the lawe accufing them of finne: of the true
-vfe of the Sacramentes,whether the outward worke of thé doth
“juftifie man, or whether wereceaue our iuftification by fayth¥.
tem, which be the good workes,and the true feruice and honour
-which pleafeth God: and whether the choyfeof meates, the dif-
ference of garmentes, the vowes of Monkes and pricftes, 2nd o-
ther traditions which haue no worde of God to confirme them:
-whether thefe ( 1fay)be right good woskes , and fuche as make
. a.gexfc& Chriftian man or no#item,whether vayne feruice,, and
falfe honouring of God,andmans traditions, doe binde mens
confctences, orno? Finally, whether the ceremony of con-
firmation, of orders, and of anncaliug, and fuch other (whiche
- cannot be proued to be inftitute of Chrift,nor haue anye werde
.in them to certifie vs of remifsion of finnes) oughtto be called
Sacraments, and to be compared with Baptilme and thefupper
of the Lord or no? : .
Thefe be no light matters,byt euen the principall poyntes
of our Chriflian re%igion.w erfore we contéd netabout words
and titles,butabouthighand earneft matters.Chrift faich. Bfef=
fev be the peaccmakers; fop they albe called the lonnes
001560, And Paule writing vato Timothie , commaunded By-
1hops to auoyde brawling and conzention about wordes, whych
-be profitable to nothing but vnto the fubuerfion and deftru&ié
of the hearers: and monifheth him (pecially , that he hould refift
with the fcriptures whé any man difputeth with him of the fayth:
andhe addeth a caufe wheras he fagth: 2oing this thou (halt
prelccue both thy felfc, & atfo them webich beare thee : Nove
ifye will folow thefe Counfellers, Chrift and Paul,all contentié
:and brawling about words muft be fet apart, andye muft ftablith
agodly andaperfelie vnity and concorde outofthe Scripture,
Wherfore in this difputatid, wemuft firft agree of the number of
the Sacramentes, and what a Sacramentdoth fignify in the holye
feripture;& when we call Baptifme & the Supper of thelord, Sa-
cramentes of the Gefpell, what we meane thereby. 1know right
weell, that S, Ambrofe and othet Authors call the wathing ofthe
Difciples feete and other thinges,Sacramentes nwhich Iam fire
you your felues woulde not {uffer t6 be numbred among the o-
ther Sacramentes. .

Yobeti habab enbed bis Dration,Lromwvel comnaun-
Ded Aekins which ftode l:g (tobome be pevecined to geue
attentiue cate 1o that which was {poke) to MHew hismind
anb opinios,declating to the Bithops befoe, that he was
thekinges(choler,and thevefoge defired themeo be conten=
ted tobeave him indifferentlp, 5
Qicling aftet be babfickt done his dutety binto the Loy
:m‘gm%t% and tothe othee 9zelates ofthe Chuvd), fapde
inshis wife,

1Right honoable ¢ noble Loid,and pottmoft renerend
Sathers and idzelates ofthe Thurehe , although I come
Bupepaved buta ehis difputatid pertrulting wmche apd of
ALl which promifeth to %zue both mouth anb wilcdome
‘Yuto bs when we be vequiced of ouraptd, 3 tod veecrmp
feneence and iudgementof this difputation. Aud i thinke
thatmy Lo ﬂccbhta{np.batb geuenyoua profitable ex=
boytation, that pe houlb fick agree of the figuificationof a
bsctammt,- tohetherye will call afacrament,a ceremaony
inftitute of Lhitt i the gnfpcll,tn figuifp afpecial o2 afins
guler bevtne ofthe gofpell, and of godlines (as PBaule na=
neth vemiffion offiuncs to be) o2 whether pemeane, cue=
ty cevemony generalip, which mapbea toké oy a figmifica=
tion of anbolp thing,to be a lacrament. Fojaftesthisiats
terfignification, 3 will 1ot Ricke to graunt you thatthere
be feucn Sactamentes and mozet , ifye wpll . Butyet
- $daul feemeth todefcribe afaccament afret the ind fligmifi-
cation,whereas hefapth : That Circumcifion is atoken & a
feale of the righteoufneflz of fayth. T his definitig of oue pav=
ticulat faccament,muft be vuderfand to perecync buto all
faccamentes genevallps for the Fewes had butone SHa-
crament onelp,as all thefophittical weiters do grais, And
be vefeyibed Waptiine after thpfame maner, i ihefiftcto
the Epbefians,whereas be fapth. That Lt doth (ancti-
fpthe Chueeh (eharistolap, all thacbe baptifed though
the bath of water it the word of life ) fFoz here allo he ad-
peth the word & promile ofBod bt the ccremonye, And
© it alfo vequiteth fapth, where he fapth:who foeuer be-
leueth,and is baptifed,halbe faued, .
Aud &. Auguhine defcribeth a Sacrament thus : The
. word of God comming vato the element,maketh the factiment,
-Qudinanother placehe fapth; A facrament isathing wbe‘rx;u:
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