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Contention
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tha people
for Images,
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zethto Bo-
ner.

can belt defive.  Written inhuft at my houfe in London, the faid
23.day of Tanuary. 1548,
Your good Lordihips to command,
Edmund London.

200 about that gelent tynre cocbibleand cettainves
1ot was mave ntoPhe Lo10s of the counfaile,that great
contention and grifc dib dadly arifc among the common
people it Dinces partes ofthis ealme, foz the pulipng
powne and takyng away offuch images ot of the chur=
thes,as had bete idolatronfly abuicad by pilgrimage, ofs
terings, oz otherwyfe (accs1dyng to the tenure of ouc of
the Fnhunctions geuen by thekpng tnhis lace vifitation)
tome athrmpng thagthat Jmage was abnfed, others that
this,and moft.ihat nepthet ofthem both : fo that if[peedy
temedy were not had thercin,itmight curnetofurtherins
conmcniencc. Yoherefore thep, by onc aduile thinkpng it
Beft (of gwdeppecicnee) for the ausidyng of all bilcorde
ananunult, that alimance Jmages fould be deane ta=
Lenoutof all Lhurdes, and none fuffceed to renayne,
b thercuponagapne wute theic lereers vneo the Archbi-
oy of £aunicrbucy, tequitingbis vcady ayde theremn s
s manee followpng,

Another Letter of the Counfaile fent to the
Archbithop of Caunterbury for the aboli-
fhing of Images.

Fter our right harty commendations tayour good Lordthip
where now of late in the Kings Maiefties vifitations, among

- 1 orhey godty Iniunétions commaunded to be generally obferued

thoroughall partes of this hishighne(le Realme,one ywas fer forth
forthe takyng downe of ull fuch Timages as had at any tyme bene
abued with Pilzrimages, offerings or cenfings : albeicthae this
fayd Iniun&tion hath in many partes af the realme bene quietly
obeyed and executed et in many othet places much ftryfe and
contention hath tifen, and daily rifeth, and more and more en-
creafeth aboutthe execution of the fame : fome men beyng fo
fuperftitious, or rather wilfull, as they would (by theyr good
wils) retayne all fuch Images flill,although they haue bene snoft
reanifeftly sbufed. And i fome places alio the Images whichby
the fayd Iniuntions were taken downe, be now reftored and fex
vpagayne. And almott in euery place is contention for Images,
whether they haue bene abufed or not. And whiles thefe men go
on both fides contentioufly to obtayne theyr myndes, conten-
dyng whether this Image or that Image hath bene affered vato,
kiflz4, cenfed, or otherwyfeabufed, partes haue in fome places
bene taken,in fuch fort,as further inconueniécies be lyke to en-
{ue,if reinedy be notfound in tyme. Confidering therefore,that
almoft in no place of this realne is any fure quietnes, but where
all Images be cleanc taken away,and pulled downe alreadye, to
theententthatall contention in euery part of the Realme for
shis macter, may be clearely taken away, and thar the liuelye I~
mage of Chuftihould not contend for the dead Images, which
be things not neceflary,and withour the which the Churches of
Clrrift continued molt godly many yeres,we haue thought good
to fignific vnto youthat his highne(le pleafure,with theaduife &
conlentofvs the Lord Prote€tor and the reft of the Counfaile s,
thut immediatly vpon the fight hereof, with as conuenient dili-
pence as you may,you fhall not onely geue order that allthe I-
mages remayning in any Church or Chappell within your Dio-
ceffe be remoued and taken away,bur alfo by your letters fignifie
vito thereft of the bithops within your Prouince,this hys hygh-
nefl: pleafure for the lyke order to be geuen by them, and euery
of them within theyrfeuerall Dioceiie, And in the executic here-
of we require both yourandthe reft of the fayd Bifhops, to vie
such foredight as the fame may be quietly done, with as good fa-
nffaétion of the people as may be.Thus fare your good Lordihip
hatrely well. From Somerfet place,the xi.of Febr.rg41.

Your Lordhips aflured louing frendes.

Edw.Somerfet. Tohn Ruffell.
< Hen.Arundel. Tho.Semer.
Anth.wingﬁcld. Wil Paget.

oberthe Auchd, Hadreceined ehefe letters, he fonth=
ith zieececd his precepevnto Wouer 15, of Londou, re=
qriving, 2D the hings maicfics name commanudyng
Bun,that with ali fpecde e Mould aswell gene i charge
Bt tye velt of the bifhops towhiz the prownice of Launa
terburo. e loke immediately wichout solay vato the diliz
gentaid caveinid epecution of the coutents efthe faphlct=
v eionhout aliplaces oftheredicces 3 asaifo that be
Gandeitc Honin Do theivhke within His olgac citic ¢ dioces
won Whcceunonbe feniing then with bc sutwarn
sbefoge, to allow thele boveas,mefeniy (by vees
e tavd piecept) Db b ontbps Mandatem ag well

Inmnctions by the king in bis vifitatson for reformation of religion.

‘onto the reft ofthe bithons,as alfo agapne varts the 13, 6
ychminter,in topnc followyng,

€The Letter of Edmund Bener, fent with the .
Archbifhops Mandate,to the bithop of wefi-
miniter for abolihyng of Images.

EDmundus permiffione divina London. Epifcopus per illu-

firiffimum in Chrifto principem & dominum noftrum, Do-
minum Edwardum fexeum, Dei gratia, Angliz, Franciz, & Hy-
berniz Regem, fidei defenforem & ip texraEcclefiz Anglicanae
& Hybernic fupremum cuput,{ufficienter & leginme autorifa-
tus Reuerendo in Chrifto confratri noftro dommno Thomz ea-
dem permiflione Wettm. Epifcopo, falutem & fraternam in Do-
mino charitatem.Literas reuerendiflimi in Chritto patris & do-
mini D.Thoma,permiffione dinina Cantuar. Archiepifcopitoti-
us Aaglie primatis & Metropolitani, tenorem liverarum mifla:
clariffimorum & prudentiffimerum dominorum de privatis con-
filijs dicti illuftrilfimi domini Regis in fe continen buper cum ea
qua decuit renerentia humiliter recepimus exequend.in hge ver-
ba.Thomas permiffione dininaCant. &c. Audtpcnmakpug a
full vecrealias well of the Avchlhops precept, as atlo of
the Lounfels fetters abouc fpecificd, he concluded with
thefe woides, Quocirca nos Edmund Epifc.antediétus, Literis
predictis, pro noftro officio obtemperare, vt decet, fummopere
cupientes, veftre fraternitati tamex parte dicti excellentitfimi
Domini noftri Regis,ac prgfatorum clariffimorum domirora de
priuatis fiis confilijs,quim prgdicti Reuer. patris domu Cunt.
Archiepifcopi, tenore prefentim committimus & mandamus,
quatenus attentis & per vos diligenter confideratis Literarum
huiufmodi tenotibus,eos in omnibus & per omnia;iuxta vim,for-
mam,8 effectum earundem cum omni qua poteris celeritate ac-
commoda, per totam Diocel veftram Weft, debite & effectuali-
ter exequifaciatis & procuretis, Datum in dibus noftris Lon-
don.vicefimo dic Febr. An.Dom.1548. Et regai di&iilluftrifini
domininoltri Regis. Anno fecundo,

ot bythe tpme that thefe shings toeve thus deter=
mined,thelearned men which thekyng had appoimnceb(as
pe haue heard befoze) to affernbie togeehee for the tenc and
vight mancr ofadmunfiring the Sacramenteofthe body
aud blaud of £H11, accordyng ta the vule of the Scrip-
curcs of Sod, and ficlt viage ofthe Primarine Thurche,
after theyr long,learned, wyfe,and deliberate aduifes,byd
finally conciude aud agree Hppon one godly and Bnopme
order of teceining the {ame, not much ditferpug from the
manet atthis paefent vied ganthszifed within thisvealin
and church of England, contmonly called the Communi-
o, Yobich agreement bepng by them exhibited vieo the
kpng, and ot hym molt gladiy accepted, was thetcupon
publikely inminted,and by bis matetties Councell pertis
cularlp denided aud fent Ynto eucey biljop of the ealme,
tequiring and comnaundyng them by theivicrters on the
wings Haiclics behalfe.tharboth they i thei ovon per-
fons, Houldloythwith hauediligent and cavefull velpece to
the duecpecutiot theveof,anbalio Monid voich all viligéee
caitfe the bookes which thep then leut them,to be delinered
nto euery darlon, Wicar, and Luratewithin their Dios
ces,that they Wkewile might toelt and fufficiendy sduile
themlelues oz the better diltetbution of the fapd conumn=
nign, according ta the tenour of the fapd booke) agapnt
the fraft of Baffer then nept enfuyng,as moze fully appea-
veth by theie eheieletters heve fotloopug.

q Letters Miffiue from che Counfaile, tothe
Bithops of the Realme,concernyng the Com-
_munion tobeminiftred in both
kyndes.

Ftor our moftharty commendatids to your Lorditip, where

in the Parliament late holden at Weftminiter,ic was amon-
geft other things moft godly eftablithed, that according to the
firlt inttitution and vfe of the primatiue church,the moft holy fz.
crament of the body and bloud of our Sauior lefus Chrift, thuld
be diftributed to the people vnder the kyndes of bread & wyne
(according to the effeét whereof, the kingesmaieftic mynding,
with the aduice and confent of the Lord Protectors grace & dEn;:
reft of the Counfaile, to haue the fayd Statute well executed in
fuch fort,or Iyke asit is agreeable with the ward of God, fo the
fame may be alfo faithfully and reuerently receiued of his moft
Jouing fubie¢ls,to their comforts and wealth) hath caufed fun-
dry of his maiefties moft graue and well learned Prelates, and o-
ther learned men in the Scriptures, toaffemble themfelues for
this matter: who after long conference together, hatic with deli-
berate aduife,finally agreedvpon fuch an order to be vfedin all
places of the kings maietlies gominions, in the dithibution of
the fayd maft holy facrament,as mdy 2peate to you by the booke
thercofwhich we fend herewith vato you.Albeit knowing your
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