1331 Ning Edw 6. 1he kiuges detter to Ridley The taking dewie of andters with reafoiss prosuing the jame.

wythin theit Discelle, tobring in and deliner vp all An=
Bookes of Laz  Liphonees, SJiflales, Brailes, Prorelionals, fJanuals,
tive feruice cal-  ALCGCNDES,IOIeS, P 0tuales, Fournals, and Dvinals at=
led in, terehe vie of Sacum, Lincolne, yorke, Bangoy, Derforde,
§ Anno 02419 other Prinate vie,and all other bookes of fecnice, the
11 549. § bauingwherof might beany let to p (cruice notw fet fooreh
wn Cuglil, chargingallfo and commanuding all fuche as
fhoulo be found fubborne oz difobedient in this bebalf, to
be commuitted buto toarde, Iy
And hecanle the Winge moeouer was adpucttifed that
thece twag & flacknes and aftowardnes among the people
tefuling to pay tovsarde the finding of brcade and wite {03
the holp Lonununion, by reafon wherofthe Conununion
in many places was amitted, the Bilhops in like manucy
hav geuen incharge to prouide foy vedyetle therof, @ to pus
nifh them which hould vefule fo to do. Yoberby itmayap-
pearcto v3now, thacno wafercakes but conmon bicad,
“wag then by the kinges appoyntment owinarily veceiued
andvfed m Chucches. Thiswas about the latter cnpe of
December, An.is4.9, ;

Common bread
vled inthe holy
Communion,

Taking downe of aultares,and fetting vp
' of thetable in fteede thereof,

. Urthermoe, in the peave nepte following, 1450, other
Z‘;f;;‘f“““"f F letters hikewile werefentone forehe taking dotne of

o altavs inchurches, and fetting vp the table in Feade of the
fame, vuto MNicholas Kidley, Wwho being Bilhop of 0=
chefter befoze, wasthen inade Bifhop of Londomn,in Bo-
nets place,the copicand coutentes of the kings leteers ave
thele,as followeth,

The kings lettersto Nicholas Ridle
Bithop of London.&c. C
R Ight reucrende fatherin God, right truftie and well beloued,
we greete you wel. And where it is come to our knowled e,
that being the altars within the more part of the churches of tﬁis
realme,already vpon good and godly confiderations také down,
there doth yet remaine altares ftanding in diuers other churches,
by occafion whereof muche variaunce and contention arifeth a-
mongelt fundry ofour fubiectes, whiche if good forefight were
" nothad, might perchaunce engender great hure and inconuen;-
ence:wve lette you wir,that minding ¢6 haue all occafion of con-
tention taken awvay,which many times groweth by thofe & fuch
like diuerfities, and confidering that amongfte other thinges be-
longing to our royal office and cure, we do accom tthe greateft
tobe, to maintaine the common quiet of oure Rcarmc‘ wee haue
thought good by the aduice of our Counfaile to require you,and
neuertheles efpecial to charge and commaund you, for the auoi-
ding of all mattersof further contention & ftrife about the ftan-
ding or taking dway of the faid altares, to geue fubftantiall order
throughout all your diocefle, thatwith all diligence allthe altars
in euery churche orchappell, 3s well in places exempted, as not
exempted within your faide dioceff be taken downe, andin the
ftead of them a table to be fetvp in fome conuenient parteof the
chancel within euery fuche churche or chappel, to ferue for the
miniftratis of the blefledcémunis. And to the intée the fame may
be done without the offéce of fuch our louing fubieéts,as be not
yet fo wel perfivaded in that behalfe as we would with, we fende
voto you heerewith,certaine confiderations garhered and colle-
éted thar make for the purpofe,the whiche and fuch others as you
fhall thinke meete to be fet foorth ro perfivade the weake to em-
brace our proceedings in this.parte, we pray you caufe to be de-
clared to thepeople by fome difcrete preachers in fuch placesas
you that thinke meete, before the taking downe of the faid altars:
{o as beth the weake confciences of otl%er may beinftruéted and
fatisfied as muche as may be, and this our pleafure the more qui-
. ctly executed. For the better doing whereof,wee require you to
open the forefaid confiderations in that our cathedrall church in
your own pesfon,if you conuenieritly may, or otherwife by your
Chancelour, or fome other graue preacher,both there, & in fuch
other market townes-and mofte notable places of your dioceflz,
as you may thinke moft requifite. Geuen vader our Signet,atonr
Pallace of Weftminfter, the 24.daye of Nouember,the 4 yeare of
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Reafons why the Lordes boorde fhould réthcr,
-+ beafter the forme of a table,than of an aultare,

“ The firftreafon.

JF 3 c8.the foame of a table thall more mote 5 fimple feom
thefuperfitions opinionsof the Popily BJalle, vnto

the vight vie of the Lozoes fupper, SFop the vie of analtare
18 toanake facrifice vpon itz the vie of a tabic is toferucfor
mnento cate bpou, Nowe When we come vnto the Lordes
boozde,what do we come f013 To lacriftce Thifte agapue,
and to ceucifichym againe? 0310 feede vppon hym that
was once oncly ceucitied, and offered vptozvs: I wee
comme to feede bppor him, fpivicualip to cate hisbody, and
[pivitually to dnke bis bloud, which is the true bie of the
iLoyoes (upper, then noman can denie, but the fozme of a
table ismozemecte {02 the L.83des bonde, then the foume o6
ananitare,

The fecond reafon.

Jicem,wheve as it is fapde,the booke of common prap=
evmaketh mention of an aultar, whertoze it is not lavofutl
toabolifl that Yobich that beokeatloweth : tothis is thus
anfweared: The bake of common prayer catleth the thing
whereu on the Aodes Mupperis munred, indiffevently
aZable,an Auitar,02 the Lodes booyd, without prefcrip=
tion ofany foune thevest, either of a Table, oz of au Aul-
tave. So that whether the Lowes bonbehaue the foutne
of anQultar, o3 of a table, the bake of commonpayer cal=
lethitboth anAultavanda Table, SForas itcalicth an Al=
tav whercupponthe Lo2des Supper is minilren,atable,
and the Loroes bond, (o it calleth thetable wherethe holye
Lommunionis diltributed with laudes and thankes ge-=
ning vnta the Lorde,an Quitar, foy that,that theve is offe-
ved the fame factitice of praife aud thankes geninge, And
thus itappearech , thatheere is nothingnetthevfapde noy
meantconteary o the booke of commnon praicr,

The third reafon.

Thirdlye, the Hopithe apinion of KJale, was that it
mighe not be celebzated but Ypponananitar, o3 attheleaft
Bpon afuperaltave, to fupply thefaule of the altave, which
muft hauchadoe hys printcs and chavectes , 0y clfe it was
thought that the thing toag not lawfully done, But thys
fuperititious opinion is moze holden in the minbes of the
fimplc and ignozant by the foune ofan aultar;then of atas
ble: wberfols it is moze meete foz the abolihment of thys
fuperltitious opinion, to haue the Loes boyde aftertne
foyme ofatable,then of analear, .

’ . Thefourth reafon.
. Fourthly, theformeof ananitar was ozdained fop the
Sacrifices ofthe Laroe, and therfore the aultar in Breeke
15 aled Suaraciesns Quaft Sacrificij locus. Jaut ewe bothe
the lawe and the Sacrifices theveofdoe ceale s yohevefore
the ,tf;uunne of the anlcave vied in the Lawe,onght ta ceale
m? ail, - )

" 'The fift rcafon.

Fritdlp, Lhaitte did infituce the Saccament of hisbo=
byc and bloud at his lafte Supper at a Table, and not at
an Quitare, asitappeaveth manifc@ly by the thice Enan-
geliftes, Aud Saint Panie calleth the comming to the ho-
Iy CLommunion, the conuninge vutothe L odes Supper,
Anbd allo it is ot vead,that anp of the Apoftles o3 the 921
mitiue Lhurch did cuer vic any altave in the minifration
ofthe holy Lommunion,

Yoberefoe fecmgtbc foyme ofaTable ismoye agreea-
blewith Lhiftes inBtitution, and with the viage of the Ao
poftles and of theidrimitine Thurche, then the fopme nfan
Qultar, thevefoze the forme of aZable is tather to bevied,
theuthefoyme of an Aultare in the avminiBracion of the
holp Commurion, S , ,

The fixt reafon. &
Jrinallp,itis faid it the preface ofthe booke of common
prayer, that it any ponbt bozavife inthe vlcand practifing
ofthe fameboke,to appeale alifushe diuerfitie, the marter
fhallbe veferren vntothe 1Bithop ofthe dioges, who by bis
Bifceetion fall take ozder foy the quieting and appealinge
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of the fame, [o'thac the fame 030ev be not contrarpeyutoas -

nything muminmn that booke,

Qfter thefeletters and tealdues recepued,
med Richolas1zivley WByhopof Lonvon , confequently
bppon the fame did Hold hisvitkeation, whevein amongf®
otherbis Jnfumctions, the fayde Biloppe exhorted thole
Lhurches i his Diocelle, obeve the Anitavs then did ve-
mane, to conforciie them felnes vYieo tholeother Thur=
ches whych hadtaken them downe,and hav fettevp in the
Beavesf the wiultituve of theiv Aultaves, one decent Table
inecuery Shueeh. - - o Sl

- Tippon the occalion twhevedf theve arofe agreate bi-
uctfitic aboute the fonvme of the 1L.ozdes baide, fome b=
Ting icafterthe fourme of 8 Zable,and fome ofati m!x)ltarc.
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