Appendix A

Administrative, judicial and fiscal subdivisions

This appendix outlines the administrative, judicial and fiscal subdivisions, according to Danish laws,
Swedish provincial laws, Guta law, Norwegian laws before the Norwegian law of the realm (1274)
and Icelandic laws. This is an attempt to show the relevant hierarchies within each law as expressed in
that particular law, and supplemented by old and recent research as noted in the encyclopedic articles.

This type of presentation might lead to the conclusion that the medieval borders as well as the
administrative, judicial and fiscal divisions are well known and well researched.

However, the degree to which the medieval borders and the administrative, judicial and fiscal
divisions are known and researched varies substantially, from established facts to mere assumptions on
behalf of an individual researcher. It must also be remembered that any law may reflect different
chronological layers of divisions, and that the divisions may have various origins and have been made
for different purposes. You may, therefore, also find two different terms in the same “box”, thus
indicating that their relationship is not fully investigated or that there were parallel systems. The
ecclesiastical divisions are not included here as they do not appear in the translated versions of the
laws used for the lexicon.

Headwords in the lexicon: ar (1), attunger, bol, broafiol, fiarpunger, folkland, fylki, hamna, har,
hundari, haerap, land, lepunger, lepungslami, manngerd, ropin (see roparatter in the lexicon)
siettungr skipen, skiplagh, skipreida, sysel, pripiunger.

Danish laws

JyL. The Law of Jutland (Jyske lov).

VSjL. Valdemar’s Law for Zealand (Valdemars sjallandske lov).
ESjL. Erik’s Law for Zealand (Eriks sjallandske lov).

SKL. The Law of Scania (Skanske Lov, Skanelagen).

SKKL. The Church Law of Scania (Skanske kirkelov).

JyL VSjL, ESjL SkL

land land land

sysel - -

heereth heereth hereth
fiarthing - -

bol / skipen bol / atting bol / atting
havne havne havne

Fiarthing used as an administrative unit is found only in JyL.

The use and meaning of the low-level divisions (atting, bol, havne and skipen) may vary depending on
time and geographical area. By the 1250s the ecclesiastical divisions into sokn were gradually gaining
importance and so was landsby. This, however, is not reflected in the translated versions of the laws,
and therefore not shown here.
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Sysel- heereth- and land- borders. Map drawn for this publication by Johnny G. G. Jakobsen.
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Fig. 1. Medeltida hundares- och hiradsindelning i Sverige och Danmark (inklusive en del soder om den pa kartan inlagda nu-
varande grinsen till Férbundsrepubliken Tyskland). — Norge (inklusive Bohuslin) beaktas inte pa kartan, eftersom fragan i vad
man det funnits hiradsindelning i Norge inte tas upp i denna uppsats.
Division into hundari (grey) and harap in Sweden and Denmark in the Middle Ages.
Map from Thorsten Andersson, “Hund, hundare och harad fran spraklig synpunkt”. 1982. By permission from
the author.



Swedish legislative regions T
Svea Laws \

Halsingland: The Law of the Halsingar (HL). Finland
was then part of Sweden and Hélsingelagen was their law
too.

Uppland: (including Tiundaland, Attundaland, and
Fjadrundaland): The Law of Uppland (UL).
Vastmanland and Dala: The (Younger) Law of
Vastmanland (VmL) and The Law of Dalarna or The
(Older) law of Vastmanland (DL).

Sédermanland: The Law of the S6derman (SdmL).
Né&rke: The Law of Narke (now lost) (NL).
Varmland: The Law of Varmland (now lost) (VrmL).

* Hiilsingland

* xala \
& * Lippland
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Gota Laws A
Vastergdtland: The Older Law of the Vistgotar (AVgL) \\J'\";’"f'-'“"
and The Younger Law of the Véstgétar (YVgL). 3
Ostergétland: The Law of Osterg6tland OgL).
Tioharad (Smaland): The Law of Tiohérad or The Law
of Smaland (only the book concerning Church law)
(SmL). Swedish legislative regions. Inger Larsson 2019.

Gota laws

AVgL. The Older Law of the Vastgotar (Aldre Vastgotalagen).
YVgL. The Younger Law of the Véstgotar (Yngre Véastgotalagen).
OgL. The Law of the Ostgétar (Ostgotalagen).

SmL. The Law of Smaland (Smalandslagen or Tioharadslagen).

SmL AvgL, YVgL OgL

land land land

heerap heaerap herap

- fiarpunger fiarpunger

- - hamna*

- - attunger, har*

The military naval defence organization, lepunger, is mentioned in Danish, Norwegian and Swedish
laws. Originally, men, equipment and ships were to be provided, but already at the time when the
Swedish laws were written down in the form we know them today these obligations had been
transformed into yearly taxes in times of peace.

Whether hamna* and har* existed in Osterg6tland has been debated (Ericsson 2007, 113 and passim).
Ericsson suggests that a hamna might have consisted of eight attungar, but its very existence in
Ostergotland has also been questioned (Soderlind 1989 p. 16-17).

bo (OSw) n.

In OgL a bo could denote a farm with an administrative function under the control of a king, bishop or
jarl, or their bryti. In the Swedish province of Véstergétland, albeit not mentioned in the versions of
the law translated into English but present in a recent edition of the law (Wiktorsson 2011:11, 160—
165), a bo was an administrative district of an unknown function comprising one or several harap,
that was probably named after, and associated with, the local royal estates of upsala 6per.



Svea laws

DL. The Law of Dalarna (Dalalagen).

HL. The Law of the Halsingar (Hélsingelagen).

SdmL. The Law of the Séderman (Sédermannalagen).

UL. The Law of Uppland (Upplandslagen).

VmL. The Law of Véastmanland (Vastmannalagen).

The Law of Néarke and the Law of Varmland are mentioned in other sources, but no manuscripts of
these laws have been found.

UL vmL DL SdmL HL
folkland(3) / ropin (1)***  land land land land
hundari (25) / skiplagh hundari (8) pripiunger  hundari (12) pripiunger
— broafiol broafiol- skiplagh skiplagh
fiarpunger / ar* fiarpunger / skiplagh fiarpunger fiarpunger
hamna / attunger** hamna hamna / attunger har

Key to the table:
Numbers in brackets indicate the number of districts known of the particular kind. / between two terms indicate
parallel systems in different areas.

In UL a division into pripiunger was limited to very few districts (Hafstrom 1949a, 142-43, Lundberg 1972, 92)
and might not have existed in VmL, as Schlyter indicates that the manuscript might have been corrupt in the
actual passage (Schlyter s.v. pripiunger).

* Whether an administrative division into ar did exist or not is debated. Andersson 2014, 15; Hjarne I, 96-102;
Schlyter s.v. ar; SL UL 61 not 52.

** Hamna and attunger seem to be parallel systems in UL never occurring in the same areas (Lindkvist 1995,
20-21). According to Lundberg (1972, 76—77) hamna was an administrative unit connected to lepunger, taxation
and bupkafli but not necessarily a subdivision of the hundari.

*** The coastal area along the Baltic was called Roden and it was divided into skiplagh. The size of Roden has
been debated. Refs: Hafstrom 1949, 19-20; KLNM s.v. roden; Lundberg 1972, 82-83.

The relationships between fiarpunger and skiplagh (VmL), hamna and attunger (SdmL) or fiarpunger and har
(HL) have not been fully investigated.

Guta lag and Guta saga

GL. The Law of the Gotlanders (Guta lag)
GS. Guta saga.

GL

Gotland, land
pripiunger
siettungr
hundari / ping

The relationship between hundari and thing has not been fully investigated.



GULATINGSLAGEN:
omrade

FROSTATINGSLAGEN:
Kjerneomrade

EIDSIVATINGSLAGEN: 4
Kierneomrade Senere tilslutning/

losere tilknytni
BORGARTINGSLAGEN: ]
Kiemeomrade ] Losere tilknytning
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Norwegian legislative regions.
Map from Norges historie, map 28, volume 15, © Cappelen Damm, with permission from the
publisher.

Norwegian laws

BorgL. The Borgarting Law (Borgartingsloven).
EidsL. The Eidsivathing Law (Eidsivatingsloven).
GuL. The Gulathing Law (Gulatingsloven).

FrL. The Frostathing Law (Frostatingsloven).

BorgL EidsL GuL FrL

Iki Iki Iki, sysla Iki, sysla®

herad herad éttunﬁr séttunﬁr / éttunﬁr

manngerd

Key to the table: The relationship between fylki and sysla has not been fully investigated.
/ between two terms indicates parallel systems.
1) presupposed by the term syslumadr. 2) presupposed by the term pridjungsmadr.



Icelandic laws

The Laws of Iceland during the Free State period:
Grg. Gragas.

JO. Jonsbok (1281).

Js. Jarnsida.

VESTFIRBINGAFJORDUNGR NORBLENDINGAFJORBUNGR

AUSTFIRDINGAFJORDUNGR

SUNNLENDINGAFJORDUNGR

Map of division into fjérdungr drawn for this publication by Johnny G. G. Jakobsen.

Icelandic laws

Island, land
fjordungr
herad
hreppr

Sysla: Following Icelandic submission to Norway in 1262/4, Norwegian authorities sent sheriffs
(syslumenn) to govern regions of Iceland. Their jurisdiction was called a sysla. During the Middle
Ages a sysla had no fixed geographic boundaries, and their number and size changed over time.



